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PUBLIC OPINION

Give better days work

EIR: Within recent years and
especially in the decade of thé
70's when we opause for 2
moment to appraise the overall
functioning and achtevements of
the various trade union move-
ments in this country we must
all obviously and unanimously
agree that the impact made H‘J
the nation generally has been,
tremendous notwithstanding the:
colossal blunders made by somg
unions. 5

Thelr successful negotiations ¢
new [ncreased wages a
ments, their achievement o
improved working conditions and
health, pension and num
other fringe benefits for e
ployees to name a few

beem so varled that _
embrace the oi'flelds, suysr
belts, electricity, telephoy:s,

transport and all the otler
public utilitles, ecomtractual and
agricutural labour, the puklle
service, dock workers amd
almost every other sector I.n
the community.

From these assessments there.
fore we must logically conchwde
that there exists in the eourfry
generally a favourable aftiiade
on both sides fe the tride
union organisation as a wiole
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inflation and prevent a
sompl:te ecollapse of our eco-
nomy.

It 15 my personal opiniom that
the unjonist looks al the busi-
nessman as a crook #do |his
ambition s to extract from him
what he can for a bare mini-
mum of his labour In retumn,
It's his concept that he iz rich
so he muost be bleeded. There
are excentlons though,

FALPH 'D. KFAN San Fernando
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EXPRESS Saturday June 1, 1991 Page §

(Gandhi a colossus
‘among leaders

By SENATOR HAJI
RALPH D. KHAN,
PRO & Chairman, Media
and Publications
Committee, ASJA

THE ANJUMAN Sun-
nat-ul-Jamaat Asso-
ciation not only
abhors, but grossly
and categorically 3::11— -
demns the horrendous

and the bizzare assas- HAJI KHAN
sination of Congressman Rajiv Gandhi, former
Prime Minister of the Republic of India.

The officers and members of ASJA join the rest of
the world in condemning such a dastardly, coward
and atrocious act, an act of supreme barbarity that
befuddles the mind of modern-day man.

The entire ASJA membership take this opportuni-
ty to publicly express condolences to the bereaved
Gandhi family, to the peoples and the government of
India and join the rest of the world in mourning the
loss of a colossus among the world of contemporary
leaders, yet a rather humble and simple mortal.

The ASJA emphasises that in Islam there is no
place whatsoever for violence, and further that it is
an ingrained principle of the Muslim to respect
lawful authority. Islam neither en nor con-
dones the overthrow of any government by force, but
rather by the use of constitutional and democratic
means. Islam identifies with the principle of God and
God alone has the power to endow the gift of life. He
and He alone can take life, except in prescribed
circumstances where God’s laws have been violated.
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EXPRESS Saturdav Januarv 11. 1992 Page 9

Alcohol a(deadly drug

HAJI RALPH D. KHAN

TiTHng recent t\n-d,ruta“
tion mandatory testing
has elicited tremendous

:ﬁmﬂ ﬂ"m' “di:u?rmun:m should be
t ma

introduced on a mnational scale with
special emphu-u on
areas of essen

The rampant use of illicit drugs and
their drug-related activities so com-
monplace to this society, have together
plundered the nation of some of our
most precious hﬂ;‘ul:!tn TESOUTCes, -

ually rting
into human derelicts. This despicable
scenario has permeated
stratum of our soc
proud nation down
lmgural:u:rdintmximhd iss.

rimes such as kidnapping, to a
lesser extent, murder, rape, and mhb
ery with viplence have become
order of the day, most of which nm.mh
either of the use of, or trafficking in
the commaodity.

Due to the constraint of space 1
shall in this particular case attempt to
provide some scientific statistical data
on the negative effects of j one
particular drug aleohol, statistica which
would startle most of us, if not all.

The drug alcohol, has been scientifi-
cally proven by world renowned au-

thorities to one of the most
dangerous and lethal used in this
part of the world, and a licensed one at

that. How many of us are aware that
alcohol, the licensed killer, is the cause
of most serious deaths than all the
other drugs? In hospitals, one out of

every two patients ies & bed be-
cause of alcohol related problems. Acci-
dents at work and at ATE MOTE

frequently related to the consumption

bear] 3.4 nulhon litres and rum 10.3
million litres? (Statistics obtained
from Pan American Health Organisa-
t?;‘ggﬁmrt No. 522 pages 192 to 193
[#)

From the foregoing statistics there-
fore, far from being an illusory concate-
nation of circumstances, one can guite

conclude

rationally and that if
nothing else, at two principal
hasic areas of concern for a =
nation would be

with the introduction mandatory
drug testing in this society viz:

(1) A reversion to the kind of con-
certed national productivity of which
We WEere once but now a conapic-
uously absent national characteristic,
one of which we are more than
of if we at all aspire to lift our economy
out of its’ present quagmire, and

(2) The progressive and continuous
identification of s personnel af-
ﬂ:ctedhgﬂmplnguawhummdin
need of , and or rehabilitation,
the initiative or which must be taken
by the state. Such measures could ﬁ

result in meaningful change
enhancing our economic status.
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EXPRESS Toesdoy, December 24, 1995 Poge ¥

Minister’s move on
WASA a good one

THE EDITOR: It is rather
interosting to nole that ithe
same weekend after the very
first sitting of the House of
Representatives by this new
government, and continuing for
some bme aflerwards, the entire
;‘ﬂ:l mp:'ht or 1-.-».1;;- bom-

L with very scathang crits-
cisms, even sutright numﬁ.-mna
tion in some cases, of the bold
decision

studied the situstion over the
years from his own personal
experiences with WASA, as well
#s those of others in the commu.
nity, but more se, this now being
his ministerial mandate, he
lully recognises and under-
stands the rather hapless plight
af many of our citizens, especial-

taken by the Minister contributed a lifetime of labour
of Public Utilitias for & morate- and saerifice in order to keep
rium on disconnections this nation well as the

It is my personal view that
the minister having carefully
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m‘lnnll{ypnw and unfortunate
who really cannot afford to pay,
but who today, despite their yeo-
man contribution, seem to be
cast into an interminable state
of oblivion by the uncaring “car-
ing” ﬁ“rnmrnn of the past

Taking into consideration
WASA's abyamal performance
over the past dec therefure,
the minister’s moratorium
should be regurded as a blessing
ond a boon instead for the aver-
uﬁ citizen, except of course, for
ihe flthy rich bourgeoisic of this
country.

The minister in Lthe circom
stances, should be highly com-
mended for his fortitude in tak-
ing l'ucth a decision as so0
cminently supported by a peo-
ple's poll thervafler, particularly
moreso, ot 4 time hke this, when
all vur citizens alike are looking
forward Lo the Christmas hali-
days with a spirit of joy, love.
happiness, sharuny and caring.

uch action coold not be
mare op) ne, mnd [ hatx
off to the Minister of Public
Utilities.

TAJT RALPH D. EHAN,
San Fernando
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es demons
e Indo- |'||1|"

RALPH KHAN, For-
mer Senator and Is- |
lamic Leader. ¢

Trinidad and Toba-
go is merely another J
example where the §
Indo-Trinidadian is -
today maintaining a
level of ambition, per-
sonal and family, sup-
ported by a work ethic
that contributes to the
development of his
adopted land.

In the face of diversities, the Indo-Trinida-
dian community with a rural and agricultural
background, has harnessed its physical re-
sources by perseverance and persistence to
forge a place in the urban, commercial and
business world.
| Their involvement in the general social
| | and cultural life of the nation belies the mis-
| | conception of “not wanting to mix.” '

The attempt to maintain the right and |
privilege to acknowledge one's cultural her-
itigesand promote a lifestyle in which the

jparamount, are positive inputs and
in the process to build a multi-cul-
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EXPRESS Sunday, December 23, 1973 Page 21

Lequay deserves praise

THF EDITOR: If ever there was a mortal
in our community at this time who really
deserves hooour and praise for his con-
tribution politically then that man is no
less m person than Alloy Lequay leader
of the mew Unitéd Democratic Labour
l'ary.

And praise him let us do now without
fear or lavour, withoul partiality or re-

juctance and without selfishnessor restraint,

I must admit that with the evolution
of the F.N.M, dawned a new era in our
history and independence was the key
word, A new image was created, a messiah
appeared io black people in this part of
the world, a new two-party system of

and the ruling party
lcoked buth Impregas.- atny Tenphrenide.

Today, it's an éntirely different story.
Our historian-philosopher intellectual P.M,
seems to have lost that insatiable zest
and enthusiasm for leader ship ~with which
be omce ruled with hero worship. This
| cannot say  completely unjustifiable,
mmmmuw-ﬂm
the timely appearance and disappearance
of many household mames from the par-
liamentary rostrum; a change from the
two-party system resulting through the
emergence of numerous hew groups; the
exercise of adult franchise seen in the
last two elections particularly our last
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factionising of others, the lethargic
approach and lack of appreciation of the
election the Mattering results of which have
actmlly produced a one-party state.
Looking realistically at these simple
facts | have drawn the logical conc.:son
that the man Alloy Lequay really descrves
praise and 1 remain convinced the! he
is the only person ‘om the scene who
genuinely appears to be going through the
exercise of humility and disgrace in ~ime
quarters and rancour and litigation in
others and yet emerges through all of this
with falth and confidette and true purpose
in his cause of trylng to foster unity.

RALPH D, KHAN



LETTERS

NEWRIAY Musdsy Py 12, 10T Page 13

THE PUNITIVE BAIL SYSTEM

THE EDITOR: Within
the

il
Hhis

i
i

i

|
i

|

i

g
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Egﬁai
E%

&
=

g
g

5
g
L

the issue of bail, it is

Tﬂuﬂ:pﬂm
-be, whose preroga-
tive it is to set
are of signi

views on this matter
such, exercise

fit,

g

diverse

.,

B
5

£e
il

_ed free of charge

minds of the public on account of this undesir-
only to be inconsistent, | ahle practice. Further to
but rather, 10 be quite arbi- _ ghe above, in such an

e xpmnym of their control

Courts, where the wvast with such a o
majority of hails are fixed | of cases wi

by magistrates, it has | countless numbers of
become very commom . cases scheduled for any
place to find certain mag- | given day, this practice of
istrates |  ordering "Approval Bail"
"Approval Bail" by the | | should forthwith be di
relevant Clerk of the | | continued by the authori-
Peace, a fairly novel pro- | | ties ¢ in rather
ME%{- - circum-

| imvariably, this practice is
! ing to be a

effective deterrent to some
accused i
bail on the day his matter
is called.

i

:
|

)
:

i

for these services mwl
are supposed to be provi
thereby |
resulting in the unaccept- |
able fact that some of |
them are unwittingly
to the Remand |
Yard at Golden Grove, | .
sometimes, for an indefi- |
mile stay.
It is indeed sad to note, |
s o |
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THE EDITOR,

RECENTLY, when the Court of Ap-
peal sat to hear the appeal of the
maotter broughl by Supt. Hubert
Willioms ogoinst the judgment of
High Court Judge Anthony Lucky,
the delibarations of the Chief Justice
Chinton Bemard were given great
publicity In the Press particularly.

While the matter was in its earher
atages, the Chief Justice made certain
remarks which made it appear that
Williams had abeolutely no case to an-
swer since Alfred Boodoosingh, the man
who in fact handed him the gun, was the
man whe sheuld be charged.

Therefore, from day une, he made it
appear —whether inadvertently or other-
wise — that his aim was to set Williams
free, hence he attempied to divert the
blame by focussing attention on
Boodoosingh instead.

Even during this stage of the hearing,
the Chief Justice made certain remarks
about Justice Locky that were not only
uncomplimentary ofhis positeon, but were
very distasteful and embarrassing to the
fellow judge

At this point, anyone following the
proceedings closely could easily perceive
& certain degree of vituperation against
the High Court Judge, one belonging ta
the said fraternity to boot, whom [ think
should not be degraded in such & manner.

Amanafthe C-Frilk shoold albwavs e
1:r|."p:.'|.r|.-|! Lo sard i iu'lti'n.ﬂmpln' and vl
the use of such insulting and ineomsider

ilet |.|ﬁ'.!u (e

Now Lt the matter has bevin con
clusbieal v Wl Xpzesd Coaie sl @b 0 Tvucl
Jiistwere b whing n hos il
tiw ] B ciprairn By oosi mmagaloi il elee joice

Barpporr s ol inas i = 0o G e pesgang of

MIRROR June 4, 1995 Page 24

Insulting, distastefiul
comments by the CJ

Justice Lucky.
and has made it
absolutely clear
that Lucky was
out to spite the
man by taking
EVETYOne's evi-
dence to the jury
exeepd Lhat ol the
uccused, in
which he said
Lhat “he thought
that the gun
given Lo him was
o toy gun”,

Al thisstape, the ChielJustice seemad
to have even overlooked Lthe presumed
wrengdoing of Boodoosingh.

In the process, he engaged in the use
of language unbecoming of a man holding
such & lofly position, apparently only with
the evisceral instinet of bringing down his
fellow judge to his knees.

Thank God, he has reached the end of
his tether!

What sirikes me most as a colossal
oversight of the CJ, however, is the fact
that during the High Court hearing, evi-
dence came out most conspicuously that
during Supt. Williams' tenure of office, he
servid for many vears as Head of the
Criminal Iovestigation, where officers
attached hereto are consistently given fire-
arms to proceed on duty, and many are
cven armed when not an dity

With his vears of expesiende, one cin
virtunlly conclude that i 1s am exper ol

Former CJ
CLINTON BERNARD

II.I.:r.'\-l s, (RRT A I'il"-‘i'llli.'\-llli'l. el E% Ty
LT[R Y L

e low

Wilhs .i. HA Ll T T I'uh;l

Tl s cbail squoestiomn e 4 i TN
e, Wwrciore, 1= Wonald @ rivan i Lo

wnruled of Seepn Willuome witl: his weglzh
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aof experience in the Palice Service, not be
able to discern then the difference be-
tween a REAL CUN and & TOY GUN7

Therefore, any layman without any
real ballistic knowledge and experience
but wheo i= rational weuld ebviously, rea-
sonably. and logically conclude that & real
gun would certainly be much heavier than
a tay gun, and that the Hon. Chief Justice
failed to take this crucial factor into con-
sideration

As u result of the decision given down
by the Chief Justice, one is also prompted
to ask the very pertinent question: Why
should thers be no appeal?

Isitbecouse, likein the Justice Crane
case, that if the matter be taken to the
Privy Council, that the decizion might be
revarsed?

If mot, then what's the fear?

It has been observed within recent
times moreso, that the judiciary seems to
be persistantly aliding downwards; and
that the type and quality of ugly, despica-
ble, deplorable and repugnant attitude
being exhibited by members of the judici-
ary against fellow judpes; the very dam-
aging remarks being hurled aguinst one
anothér in the public glare, will not con-
tribute in any way to the enhancement of
the lowly image of the judiciary at the
present time.

If the population is to enjoy their
credibility once more, then the confreres
of this ance highly-regarded fraternity
must obviously se1 a betier nxample

Ard they should always boar in mind
thiad thelr every utterance is being very
clhisely monitored by us, members of Uhe
jakikalin

RALPH D. KHAN, J P.,
Rushworih Shoet,
Son Fernando






NEWSDAY Monday November, 13, 1995 . Page 9 LE-'-I-ERE
A tribute to Mr Panday

THE EDITOR: The main purpose of my letter
is to take the opportunity through this medium to
publicly congratulate the Hon Basdeo Panday,
onhiselevation to the position of Prime Minister,
the Hon Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Attomney-Gen-
eral and his other members of Parliament and
exuberant supporters of the United National
Congress.

Singularly however, I wish to pay a very spe-
cial tribute to Mr Panday himself for his enduring
tenacity and his persistence in achieving his long
last goal of being able to serve all the peoples of
this nation, all and one at the same time.

Ever since his adventurous advent into the
political landscape of this country, Mr Panday
has invanably striven to create and to achieve a
pluralistic combination of party members and
supporters for whichever party he belonged, a
dream whichhe always cravedto realise, butwith
very little success however.

Panday was even severely criticised by many
during more than one era of his political career in
the past for picking rank outsiders so to speak,

including several persons of Afro-Trinidadian
descent, to fill the position of Senators, all in his
relentless quest to achieve that elusive unity
amongst all the races in Trinidad and Tobago.

Emerging from this General Election scenario
nevertheless, is a most wonderful, encouraging
and gratifying sign, that of having witnessed the
thousands of people from several areas like La
Brea, peoples of differentraces, colour and creed
who supported Mr Panday himself, all aspiring
with one common aim; the aim to achieve one
and the same common goal, the goal of unity in
diversity, all in sync with the universal theme
preached by the United National Congress Party,
that of a government of national unity. It is rather
Interesting to see what the future holds for the
nation and what would be the reaction of the
cynics as time goes by.

May God bless our Nation and keep us all
together as one.

HAJI RALPH D KHAN
San Fernando
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It’s a person’s
right to choose

THE EDITOR: Over the past
few weeks 1 have followed with
very mixed feelings the charges
and counter charges made hy
cerlain candidates lincluding
the Prime Minister of Trinidad
and Tobago' of the more recog
nised and safely ensconced
litical parties of the nation
urling abuses and accusations
against oae another and accus-
ing one nnother of switching
allegiance from party to party
Some even being accused of
“froghopping” and “grassho .
ping elc
L’Iuﬁni! the eleeton com-
paign. we  wilnessed, nol unex-
peetedly however, lormer minis
ters and members of the
Peapie s Nationsl Moy cment
Juining the ranks of the Unifed
National Conpress. former
Mational Alhnnce lur
Heconslruclion miii=0ee Andd
other promanent members of
their hierarchy joining the
UNC, ant twrmer NAR and
UNC member: including a for-
mer UNC mewber of parhia-
ment joining the ranks of the
PNM.
This rather unfortunate
development should be spurned

sinee in o so-called hghly liter-
ate society like aurs people arc
being maligned. castigated stip-
matieed and =landervd seem-
ingly. having forgutien that sim-
ple basic law that wne i frec W
join the party of his choioe and
to chaoss: the people with whom
he wishes Lo associate

In order to make this pou
prigtine clear, | wish to take th
apportunity to guote from the
Constitution of Trinudad and
Tobirgn

It = hereby recognised and
declared that o Trinidad and
Tubago there have exieted and
shall continue 1 exst, withow
diseviminalion |!._'l. reasan b
race. wrigin. colonr relipae o
spn. Hhe fullowing fundamwental
human nights and freedem:
namely:

® the r'1g.ht 1o gan polibica
partic= and 1w express politiead
ViEWs!

* freedom of movepent,

¢ [reedom of assonation and
assembly.

The Cnostitution also states
thot no law may abhrogate.
abridge or infringe ur authoriss
the abragation. abridgment or
infringement of any of the

riphts and freedoms herein
before rﬁnfni:&utl and declared

In conclugion. one can vers
easily glean from the fregoing
therefore. that it is the funda-
mental right of an individual or
citizen of Trinidad and Tobagn
nol only Lo join the political
party ol his choice. but thal he
also Mjn}f the treedom to asso
ciate with whomever he choos-
[

Does 1 follow then that the
condidutes 1o will as party
leaders: wha are pradoales of
varius universiies around the
globi are ignorant of these com
mon baste laws=, or are they hel’
bent un destroving the vouth: ol
the nation by setting such horr
by eximple-"!

Or i= it that they are all ful-
Iwing the commanplace pric-
g and well sceepred principle
kv Trimdadiens that n
Trindad “laws are only made 1o
be hruken™

I the latter b the case, as n
seems (o be. then woe be ante
us. Quel Dommage’ the French
would suav.

RALPH D KHAN,
San Fernando.

EAPress l5S
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Abuse of PM power

THE EDITOR: History would
undoubtedly bear me out when [
reiterate the fact that power cor-
rupts and absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely.

Over the past decades, and
particularly moreso since the
mid-forties. when the citizens of
this country were eventually
afforded the sacred right and
prized privilege to exercise their
adult franchise in the process of
voting for candidates of their
choice in general elections to rep-
resent the various constituencies
of the country, | recall that in the
constituency of San Fernando
West where [ reside. (formerly
comprising part of the constituen-
cy of Victoria) that the Returning
Officer of this electoral district
was invariably housed at the
Town Hall now known as City
Hall. the main administrative
centre in the area.

Following therefore, the nomi-
nation papers for the various can-
didates representing this district
were all submitted to the
Returning Officer at this centre
‘or =crutiny and for processing
bedure being handed over to the
Flections and Boundaries
(Commission.

For the upcoming general elec-
tions however, scheduled to take
place on November 6 to the con-
sternation and bewilderment of
many persons in the district
includinlg the various candidates
for San Fernando West, there has
been an inexplicable and incom-
prehensible shift of venues. one
that is neither reasonable nor log-
ical.
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ical.

In the circumstances. and to
my amazement, the UNC candi-
date whom 1 volunteered to assist
with his nomination papers
advised me that the venue for this

urpose was the San Fernando
hnical School.

I argued against this point and
informed him that | wished to dif-
fer since the San Fernando City
Hall has from time immemorial
been the headquarters tor sucl:
activities for the San Fernande
West constituency. It 1s only wher
e produced documentary evi
iinee that | was convinced other-
vist. st we then proceeded te the
~ar Fernando Technicat Schoot
in=tead where indeed the filing
process was underway. and found
ot thit the San Fernando Easi
candidote had in fact been
~witthed 10 the San Fernando
{1ty Hall

I the 1oregoing circumstances
thervtore o one were to ml‘.igi
from the scenario ouliined, can
any reasonable and inteihigent
person arrive at any other conclu-
ston than to think that because ol
the tremendous political power
wheeh the Prime Minister wields
that he smposed his colossal influ
ence over the party hacks whe

Cont’d



operate and administer this cen-
tre of administration i.e. the City
Hall, in order to ditch the process.

Is this not tantamount to the
abuse of both political power and
privilege? Forcing the S/F West
candidate who in truth and in fact
resides in S/F West to go to San
F'do East to file his nomination
papers, when as a former resident
of San Fernando East instead, the
Prime Minister used his great
influence to have the City Hall
which is located in San Fernando
West reserved for his personal use
on that day.

This type of action only rein-
forces the perception of many that
not only is the Prime Minister of

Cont’d from nrevious nage

a particularly insular and domi-
neering mould, but also reflects a
similar characteristic of his party
supporters who feel that they and
they alone make up Trinidad and
Tobago. How unfortunate!

Persons like the Prime
Minister in such exalted positions
therefore, should always be pre-
pared to set better examples than
to tread upon others’ rights or
upon those not in government or
in power for “they that are hum-
ble shall be exalted and they that
are exalted shall be humbled”
some day.

HA.JI RALPH D. KHAN

San Fernando

178



24 SUNDAY MAY 28, 1995

Did Gift re res:gn or
was he fired

MH“LI-MN
whimsical firing of Ralph Margj o8
Fomeign Minister of Trinidod ond To-
bago, o lot of riher ugly poliical
developments have loken place in
such o short fime in this coundry, and
ol conlinues lo do 50, aving fhe
Trinidad ond Tobago public in an
ulted siale of shock and confusion.

No one really knows what to
think, or rather, what to believe sl
this time_. coming, especially, from
the Prime Minkster and other politi-
cinns representing the people, for

wuch & cushy job on u platter over-
night, particularly moreso, just on
the eve of his retirement, woald, of
his owm free sccord and velition, re-
sign voluntarily, thereby surrender.
ingg hiis crowning ghory and be doomed
o oblivion wntil eternity — agnin of
his own sccord?

Bomething here smells really
fishy and seems radically wrong, if
not incredible, since there seems to
be no ressonable or logical explana-
tion fortheoming from the competent
suthority, or rather, no rationsle for

anyone in such
u lofty positicn
{0 resign volun-
tarily overnight
withoat uadwe
pressures being
put upan him to
do s0, notwith-
sanding tbe ex-
pressions of the media concerning
the one-werk successor Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

In TnT, that's not the norm.

Logie, however, would make it
appear mare Hkely, and more reason-
ablbe, that in the face of all the nega-
tive publicity given to Gilt as a per-
somal unfii to bold such high office,
which obviously would have entailed
the building and lostering of interna-
ticnal relationships, that the person
behind all of this who really wields
the power, that is the Prime Minister
of Trinidad snd Tobags, had abso-
Iutely no other alternative bat to ask
Gift io lender his resignation in or-
der to vindicate himasll, and 8o ap-
pear to be alool from these happen-
inge

In order io project a betier image
of himsslf, therefors, the Prime Min-
ister in order to avold making an-
other faux pas, in the space of one

a

ing il appear that Gift's resignation
was voluntary.

Technically, thowugh, even a blind
man or the deal would deduce from
ihe coneatenation of circumstanoes
surrounding this resignation. that
Gift was indeed fired by the Prime
Minister of this country.

Bt whiy doe't the politicians bevel
with the people of this country?

Especially, moreso, the Prime
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Minkster in this case.
lulh-inllm:phb.
apparenaily concerns him-
ulrﬂaulﬂuuly and

that is to save his own face.

Do the politicians really believe
that the people of this couniry are
indeed that stupid?

Then, in that case, it is important
for the politicians 1o nate “that you
can fool some of the prople some of
thoe time, buat niot all of the people afl of
the time”,
Politicians, please beware!

RALPH D. KHAN

24 Rushwrth Straet,
Son Femando.



EXPRESS Tuesday November 28, 1995 Page 9

A good move to fix
police headquarters

THE EDITOR: Recently, | was able to breathe a
sigh of relief. But it was more like a breath of fresh
air having just eome across one of the many infa-
mous dumps now mushrooming throughout the
entire country.

What brought about such feeling? One may be
tempted to ask. Well, having read of the promise of
the newly appointed Minister of National Security
to refurbish the once stately looking Police
Headquarters in Port of Spain - which incidentally
was destroyed by insurrectionists in 1990 - exclu-
sively for renewed police activities, | began to
experience the breaking of a new dawn, observing
a kind of extraordinary wisdom being exhibited by
a new breed of people, one which we can only hope
and pray would certainly continue to filter down to
the other government ministries as well, in the
immediate future.

This commendable move must be regarded as a
most notable and significant breakaway from the
rigid stance adopted by the Manning administra-
tion, either through their colossally chronic
myopia, or Manning’s own dogmatic, insensitive
and dictatorial approach to many very sensitive
issues facing the country, of which this was a very
outstanding example. For here was Manning, inex-
tricably bent on converting this once majestic
building, formerly housing the Trinidad and

Tobago Police Headquarters, and most centrally
located at that, into a museum or whatever, to st
his own whims and fancies, despite several stir-
ring appeals by multifarious individuals and
organisations, most notably being the first and sec-
ond division police associations, both clamouring
to have the building restored once more as the
country’s rnlice headquarters. Sad to say. all
afpealt-: fi'l on deaf ears since they were all com-
%ftely ignored by the government of the day.

is new fledgling government therefore, especial-
ly the new Minister of National Security, deserves
the highest commendation and praise for their
most logical, reasonable and rational approach to
this long simmering problem. Having positively
addressed the situation, | am certain, would
undoubtedly benefit the entire citizenry of
Trinidad and Tnbago.

In conclusion, if we were to accept this move as
an example of the kind of positive action this fledg-
ling government is prepared to take, then criticis-
ing and condemning them without giving them an
opportunity to prove themselves is rather irra-
tional and inconsiderate. Let’s stop the bickering
and give them a chance then,

EAJI RALI'H D KIIAN,
San Fernando
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Page 12 SUNDAY EXPRESS May 28, 1995

L t 8

THE EDITOR: Since the devilish, ill-conceived and
whimsical firing of Ralph Maraj as Foreign Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago, a lot of rather ugly political
developments have taken place in such a short time
in this country, and still continue, leaving the public
in a state of shock and confusion.

No one really knows what to think, or what to believe
at this time from the Prime Minister and other politi-
cians representing the people; there is a serious credi-
bility gap.

Evolving out of this scenario, however, is the very
complex question.

hich sane, sober individual, given such a cushy
job on a platter overnight, more so on the eve of his
retirement, would of his own accord and volition
resign voluntarily thereby surrendering his crowning
glory and be doomed to oblivion?

In the face of all the negative publicity given to
Gift as a person unfit to hold such high office which
obviously would have entailed the building and foster-
ing of international relationships, the Prime
Minister had nn alternative.

To avoid making another faux pas in the space of
one week, instead of firing the newly appointed
Forcign Minister, he asked him to tender his resigna-
tion, thus making it appear that Gift's resignation
was voluntary. Many believe, though, that Gift was
indeed fired by the Prime Minister.

Why don't the politicians level with the people of
thi= country? Do they really believe the people are

that stupd?
RALPH D KHAN, San Fernando
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LETTERS

NEWSDAY Wednesday May 17, 1995 Page ¥

Maraj’s ideals will set him free

THE EDITOR: Ishall preatly appreciateif
oo wisuld phease publicly sir my personal
views on the firing of former Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Honourable Kaiph
Maraj which 1 regard as = matler of ns-
Gonal significance, @il b » lesser extent
the distasteful and unpustifiable dismisal
of Vir Alexander Law, our Honorary Con-
sul in Hong Kong,

Firstly however, [ wish io state that [ am
ncither 1 member ofthe ruling PNM northe
UNC Opposition pany, nor wis | ever,
notwithstznding the fact that | formerly
served as & member of the Senate under the
LINC hanner.

[ have persorally known Alexander Lau
froom hus very early youthful days in Debe and
that he has matured inéo & most custand:ng
citiren of the ighest onder, a man of lofty
ideals. and noble principies. and above all, &
most polished and refined gentleman doch- 200
cated to serving his people. He has never
varned hrs back agains Tiinidad and Tobago

Gleaning from the vanoes utkerances of the
widhual cam easily dedhace chat (e Prime Man-
ister having bypassed the then Minister of
Forergn Affains, Ralph Maray whose portofolio
embracod the vanous Trauiad sod Tobapo
High Commissions and Consulates abroad,
ol a “VAPS' and decided on another of one
of his gaints, this time % the Far East with
it o ha anlytes, espectally) mofeso, since
o wis prepared 10 demonstraie the disdain,
for the Mingster whom in my view be never
had the courtesy 1o comsult concerming wich a
wisit. Hience, his weath :n oot being received by
o good samaitan in Hoag Kong.

Televised Broadcast

Had he done 50, then cenainly he would
have been aweape of the consul s sbsence from
Homg Kong, and fusthermore., thal Law was al
the time engoying his sabbatical having duly
notified the Mingster of Foreign Affairs.

T his ot recent tedevised broadcast to the
nation the Prime Min:stor made hold 1o men-
T i the sadzon im hiis s than “he dic et
five anwome by whim or fancy, and that he had
achyeved what hesetoutinge.” 1ftherelore s
objective was tr deside. and puhlicly humil;-
ate thess twn genticimen, then he has certanly
achicvial bis objeciive will. preat aploenb fex
this is indeed exactiv what e has done.

o e s 5 — K R -

LS " P

Hiss statesmeent that be bad earmarked for
Hl:\w,r saad consul an even bigper, better
hegheer position, was & clever afier-
MHHMIHMM
o mention the old but troe adage: “You can
fool some of the peoplle some of the time,
Tt ot ! the pecsple adl the fime.”

Now, | rurm o the unceremonious sacking
of the Foreign Minister Ralph Maraj. Ata
time: when the PNM had sunk wo its lowest
ebb, and their populsr support had all but
compiciely evaporaied the party, the -
cumshent Prime Mirister sought the services.
of people ke Raiph Mara) (end Linds
Dabocdal 10 3 esser extent) 3 man who was
ot only wedl- ko i thee country but also
well respected by his people. Batwith pals-
T i i85 present state, of ruther ot e time
of the 1991 ehections. with tw very well
known candidates having boen chosen by
parties opposed 10 (e PM., Manming
knew then that with the peculiar compost-
tion of the votng population of the San
Fernando West constireency that he had w0
ficld a candidate of East Indian descent in
onder 1o capture that seal, since the Indian
wokes in the constituency would be so badly
split among three candsdates — all of East
Tndian desoent — that with his share of the
Indian votes combmed wgether with the
o o the daehard fanaticsl PNM support-
ers, paticularly those residing in the gov-
emment housing estales, Halph Marg's
seal would be almind puarusseed,

Now that he hat heen used 1o advantage.
the former Minister has been discanded et
e b thal these ane the real cold facts, amd
that | do not wish to cagage in a war of race
1 whach | have never boen @ pamy hefcto-
fore

The media bor some time now gusicnghtly
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speculated that the Fosespn Minister wis placed
i thee “Thog House™ by the Prime Minister, but
what pui the scing on the il in my vew, was
abierthe departure of the Prime Minisier and his
entourape o Haifi on anoiber of his pleasire
trips, when the Forerga Mimster was quuzzed by
a felevision reporier as 1o the reason for hus
omisson from the contingent he replied, “] wa
nol ivated."™ This veritable truth from the Min-
iuker secrs 1o have made the Prime Minaser so
indignant that from thes on [ suppose he could
not even bear the saght of the man. Soit was only
aquestion of tme before the inevitable came

pas.

INeed | mention sbout the then Foreign Min-
wster’s Jecture at the Raja Yoga Centre which
focussed on leadership. Well. | read his speech
comprehensively, and found il mogt instructive
and exhilarating as well as enlightening But
again, in my view, this lecture cemented the
whede

Lt ime state that knowing jas |
do. Hlencrw in myy et tha the truth and the true
ideals which the hen Mimster has expresssd
and exemphfied, especially on the occasions
refierred 1o heretofore shall set him free, and that
e would once more returm 102 life of peace and
tranguillity 1o serve his people i 3 more re-

warding God's reward instead

Les the aspiring “apaches™ beware af the same

tims: bowever, that “cockraach have ro ight in
fow] brumingss.”

RALPH D KHAN

Rushworth St

San Fernando
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A lesson for us all

THE EDITOR: 1 wish to preface this
letter by reminding our readers of a re-
cent publication penned by me in 1995

. 30, the last line of which read
this way: “They that are humble shall
be exalted and they that are exalted
shall be humbled”, some day, In this
message, there is a serious lesson for
us all, one which we should perpetu-
ally keep foremost in our minds.

Undoubtedly, many people would
easily recognise the source of origin of
this admonition and though the actu-
&l words may differ somewhat in dif-
feront religious texts, the meaning. nev-
ertheless. is indeed exactly the same,

Today, just barely a week or so after
this publication, the current political

ﬁﬂm in Trinidad and

me realise (he depth

oftlum few words, for what we have

indeed witnessed is nothing but a liv-
ing example of such a realily.

The main purpose of my letter, how-
ever, is to take the opportunity through
this medium to publicly congratulate
the Hon Basdeo Panday, cur brand
new Prime Minister of Trinidad and
Tobago on his elevation to Lhe position
of Prime Minister; the Hon Kamla
Persad-Bissessar, his Attorney Gen-
eral; his other members of Parliament,
not forgetting Mervyn Dyvmally and the
famboyant Ralph Maraj especially,
and last but not least, the energetic and
exuberant supporters of the United
National Congress, this notwith-
standing the negative attitude of some
members of our population, beuring in
mind that “the only thing that remains

constant in life is change itself".

Singularly however, | wish Lo pay a
very special tribute to Mr Panday him-
self for his enduring tenacity and his
persistence in achieving his goal of be-
ing able to serve all the peoples of this
nation, all and one at the same time.

Ever since his adventurous advent
into the political landscape of this
country, Mr Panday has invariably
striven to creaie a pluralistic combi.
nation of party members and support-
ers for whichever party he belonged,
but with very little success however.

Panday was even soverely criticised
by many during more than one era of
his palitical career in the past for pick-
ing “rank outsiders” including several
persons of Afro-Trinidadian descent,
to fill the position of Senators, all in
his relentless quest to achieve that elu-
sive unity amongst all the races in
Trinidad and Tobago.

Emerging from this general election
scenatio nevertheless, is a most won-
derful, encouraging and gralifying sign,
that of having witnessed the thousands
and thousands of people from several
areas like La Brea, Port-of-Spain
South ete, the virtual domain of the
PNM, peoples of different races,
colours and creeds support Mr Panday
himself, all aspiring with one commeon
aim, the aim to achieve cne and the
same common goal, the goal of unity
in diversity, all in synec with the uni-
verzal theme preached by the United
National Congreas Party, thot of s gov-
ernment of national unity.

It is ruther interesting to see whal
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the future holds for the nation and
what would be the reaction of the cym-
ics as time goes by.

Having witnessed on the television
screan, the rather stern warnings giv-
en by Mr Manning to his supporters
at Balisier House after the results of
the elections were announced, | feel it
incumbent and a fitting climax as well
to repeat part of a message delivered
at an interfaith service on behalf one
of the candidates on that Sunday be-
fore the elections which reads as fol-
lowes:

“0 heneficent and most merciful
Crod, as we draw nearer and nearer to
the 1995 peneral elections, we contin-
ue to pray for peace und harmony, We
seek Thine Blessings towards peace.
progress and

prosperity, bath physical and spiri-
tual, for this [air land of ours and
through Thine infinite mercy O God,
wa pray for Thine protection and
Thine shelter from the ravages and the
vaguries of wanion destruction and
rampage, looling and rioting ameng
our peoples, so that we may continue
to dwell in unity and in love. with the
common alm and purpose of focussing
our attention on the less fortunate, the
less articulate, the downtrodden, the
poor and the oppressed, providing
equally for all our peoples of this na-
tion.”

May God Bless our nation and keep
us sl together us one.

HAJI RALPH D KHAN
San Fernando.
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RALPH KHAN -

J.P’S AND THE NEED FOR JUSTICE

Page 16 NEWSDAY Wednesday July 17, 1996

NEWS

Some JPs illiterate, says
PRO of JPs Association

THE Attorney-General has been asked to probe the
activities of corrupt justices of the peace who rip off
chents of large sums of money, thereby bringing the
profession into disrepute. Asastart, the JP Association
wants the Attorney-General to set up a commission of
cnquiry, with aggrieved parties being summoned to
give evidence,

In his ninc-page lener to the AG on behalf of the
aswociation, the Public Relations Officer, Ralph Khan
submitted a 13-point plan which he believes could help
change the scenano.

He charged that governments of the past had appointed

a number of IPs in the move W provide adeguate qualiny
service to the population.

But according to Khan, this move seemed to have had «
disastrous effect. Morsover, he claimed a vast majority ol
these appointments were apparently made in retum fos
political patronage w0 and by government. According it
Khan, some of the appointecs were totally illiterate, some
semi-literate, and others of questionable character,

The association urged the Attorney-General to withhol
proposed appointments uf new justices of the peace, “unti
some semblance of sanity can be restored among fhese
comupt and conniving collusionists™.

185



Page 6 NEWSDAY Friday April 4, 1997

NEWS

JPsand AG

disagree over payment
for services

By RICHARD CHARAN

ATTORNEY-GENERAL Ramesh Lawrence
Maharaj and the Justices of the Peace Association
of Trinidad and Tobago (JOPATT) are at logger-
heads over whether JPs should charge for their
servioes.

Even though the Attorney-General has told the JPs
that they should exccute their duties free of charge,
association President, Haji Ralph Khan, said that remu-
neralion is 4 masl.

Maharej was on hand a the Perotrin StafT Club,
Wednesday night, where JOPATT instalied intooflice
their newly clected executive. Also present was Public
Utilities Minister, Ganga Singh. Permanent Secretary in
the Attorney-General s office, Kemchan Ramdath, and
head of the Faculty of Behavioural Sciences, at UWL.
Professor Ramesh Deosaran,

The newly installed officers are President, Ratph
Khan: First Vice President, Ramdath Mathora; Second
Vice Presdent. Fredrick Powder, Secretary, Roy Nathai,
Assistant Secretary, Ferdinand Rajaram; Treasurer.
Yusuflf Mohammed: Public Relations Officer, Momisa
Singh: and members. Hugo John, Ramesh Bhagwandeen.
Bissoon Birsingh, Frank St Louis, Fitz Arthur Saunders,
Nazir Mohammed, Winston Best, and Dexter Soodeen.

Maharaj iold the 72 members of the association that
only persons with a real desire to give service 10 the

186

community free of charge should hold the office of
Justice of the Peace. “Such a person should not seek 1o
be & Justice of the Peace because he is looking for a
source of income or wants to supplement his income.”
Maharnj said.

But Haji Khan said that e had submined recommen-
dations to the Attorney General, that consideration be
given 1o JPs 1o have some sort of remuneration.

“We are witnessing enormous pressure. . due to the
frequency with which JPs are continually summoned lo
perform their judicial functions resulting from the spi-
ralling increase in crimes of a violent nature, and this
rube becoming not only more oacrous. but is also be-
coming a great financial burden,” said Khan.

In a meeting withthe Attormey General late last year,
Khan said that several matters were discussed, inclod-
ing a stipend. a scale of fees for judicial duties, and
travel and subsistence when called to duty.

The recommendations are being given active consid-
eration by the Atiorney General, il was revealed.

Khan explained that some JPs spent lomg hours wit-
nessing statements being given by persons in police
custody, and at the courts giving evidence in Prelimi-
nary Inquiries, without travel or meal allowances.

Other recommendations put forward by JOPATT are
the preparations of manuals for JPs, the issuiag Identi-
fication Cards, Irzining programmes, proper acoomimd-
dations, end dignifeed ireatment from police officers.



Poge 10 SUNDAY EXPRESS Apniia; 1957

Justice, dig

HEAR Ralph Ehan tell it. the
power of i Justice of the Deace is

AWIERDIIE.

Justices af the Peace are appoioled
amd removed by the Presodent. They
are Commissioners of Aidavits for the
area in which they are appoinicd
They can, among ather things, wsue
warrants and summonses for court
appearances, fia the amount of bl for
an sccused person and take recog-
mzances or bands for people with court
matiers,

“in a way they perform the duties

1 udges. About
gﬂmalﬁh%‘.““;;ﬂdnﬁ]'l ms cmductlh:
" pheorves

Iru% and deliver judgement,
Ehan.

He should know. He is the recently
elected ident of the Justices of the
Peace iation of Trinidad and

The office of the JP goes back a
long ::Iy: This vear marks the one
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of
the first appointments of JPs in this
sountry and before the Second Warld
War several actually served as magis-
trates.

Up W two deeades ago there were
relatively few holders of the offie:

But wilh the upsurge in violent
crimes in recent years their numbers
have mere than quadrupled. Khan
puints out that there are now more
then 70 JPs oporating in central and
south Tripidad.

1t cun be a domanding job: the hold-
pr of the office must be prepared to be
on call at all Limes nmr day and
night and to see a court matler, in
which he or she is involved, through to
the finish -regardless of how long it
takes.

And afl the duties of a JFP musl, or
ghould, ba ?c:fwmcd without pay. It is
a labour of lowve.,

As Altorney General Hamesh
Lawrence Maharaj noted at the

Down

]
nity
|
South

¥el ! witr:
JEROME
| TANG LEE

Association's recont installation cere-
mony at the Petrotrin Swall Club,
Pointe-a-Pierre:

“Only persons whe have a real
desire to give service to the community
free of should hold the offico of
Justice of Peace. Such a person
should have a source of income to meet
his needs and the time to devote to
community service,

*A person should not seek to be A
JP because he is looking for a source of
income or wants to supplement his
imoome.”

It is not, of course, a perfect world
and that demand for commilment and
dedication 1o duly without pay has not
always attracted people with unim-
peachable and unblonmhed character.

The upsurge in crime and the
increasing demands for the services of
a JIP have given rise to u booming basi-
ness and ferce compelition 3mMony
surmne praclilioners.

Market forces now rule.

There is a “resident J1™ or an emus-

sary sobiciting clients at many of the
nation’s murﬁmum, admits :

Corrupt practices are said to
abound in snch situations, Among
the allegations against wayward JPs:
they advertise their services, they
use false deeds for granting bail,
charge 10 percent of the bal fixed 28
fee for granting bail—thus providing
an ineentive to fix bail at a much
higher level than normal,
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and decorum

A Commissiun of Inguiry under tho
chairmanship of Justice Ralph Narinc
i eurrently, among other terms of rf
ervnce. examining the role and fupc
Lins of Justices of thw Peace with @
vivw tn preventing corruption and con-
widering alicgativns of corruptior
maide aginat practitioners

A report by the Commission is 1o I
submitied 1 Progident Arthur NR
Hobinsun by May 7

Khan and s Association want U
ressture the uod name of the JT

For une he wants to sec tougher
standards =et to be met by anyoni
uprlnf to the ranks.

Healthy bank balances and a better
understanding of the law are high uf
on that list of mew

At t there are no set crite
ria” Khan laments, and he admit:
that there are a few practitioners whe
are “not ton well educated, of -
able character and who do not o
care much about the law.”

A proper training programme insti-
tuted by povernment in enllaboration
with the University of the West Indics
through the Faculty of Social Soences
is one way the association iolends to
improve the kot and image of the JT.

Another is through a handbook for
the guidance of Ji's which i= being pro-
duerd by the Mimstry of the Attorney
(eneral,

Proposals have also been made for

roper JP identification eards to be
\asued by the Attorney General's
Department and the paymoni of a
stipend for cxpenses incurred when
travelling to court, as well as subsis-
tence

The aim is to restore “dignity and
decorum” to the office of JP and
respect from Lhe populace.

v is a challenging task, Khan
admitze. And it will take some doing to
win back that esteem and honour onoe
hedp by Justices of the Peace.
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JPs eagerly await

NEWSDAY Saturday July 19, 1997 Page 15

word from AG

By RICHARD CHARAN

THE Justices ol the Peace Asso-
ciation (JOPATT) has des-
patched a letter to Attorney-
General, Ramesh Lawarence
Maharaj, asking that he fast
track plans to substantially in-
crease the competence and func-
tinns of JPs.

In a document signed by
JOPATT s president, Haji Rulph
Khan. it wus pointed out that pro-
posals put lorward to the Attormey
General several months ago, have
not been dealt with expeditious]y.

The AG recently revealed plans
for the issuing of handbooks and
wdennfications cards for JPs, but
gave no definite date for when it
would come on stream.

Khan said he was happy to learn
of this, but association members

were now cagerly awaiting word
o when the handbooks would be
ready for distribution.

Hesuggested that an opporiune
time could be at JOPATT s An-
nual General Meeting. scheduled
for August 24, where the photo
graphs ol JPs could be laken for
the 1Ds.

As fur the proposed training
programme, Khun sad that any
information regarding plans for
training would be welcomed,
since members felt that proper
iraining was long overduc, espe-
cially for the more recent appuint-
ces.

Another marer of urgent con-
cern. Khan explained. was that of
pavment of stipend/fecs 1o JPs.

He asked that the matter be dealt
with quickly, because of the fre-
guency with which certain JPs

188

are called o perform various func-
Lions, especially relating to cour
attendances involving manslsugh-
er and murder cases.

“Such mauters are called for
heanng over and over again i the
courts before determination, which
has proven not anly to be exigenl
in such circumstances, but also
very uncconomical. resulling in
the automiatic crosion of one’s
basic income.

“We ponder the plight of those
merely eking out a livelihood on
their meagre pensions. & category
into which most JPs fall”,

Khan emphasised that the pay-
menis were critical to assistin the
climination of corruption

The JOPATT president also
asked that the AG pursue the pro-
posals (o have JPs appointed Mar-
riage Officers.
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JPs pledge
support to
Community Police

By RICHARD CHARAN

THE JUSTICES of the Peace Association of
Trinidad and Tobago (JOPATT) has pledged
its full support to the Community Police Unit
initinied hy the Police Service. ‘

President of JOPATT. Haji Ralph Khan, on
Sunday revealed that his association had held
high le vel la! ks with Commissioner Noor Kenny
Mohammed, ACP Hilton Guy, and other senior |
members of the service, and had articulated
their willingness o assist in any way possible.

Haji Khan was at the time delivering a reading
and prayer at an Interfaith Service organised by
the Southern Division Community Policing Unit,
and the Trinidad and Tobago Association of
women Police. Anending Sunday's function
were High Court judge, Anthony Lucky, Snr
Supt Mervyn Ghatt, councillors attached to the
san Fernando City Corporation and retired and
active police officers and their families.

The service, held at Palm's Club, San
Fernando, was themed “Lets Stand Together”,
and took the form of prayers by members of the
Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Bahai faiths.

Inspiring addresses also came from ASP
Alleyne—l.mbuﬂﬂ Sgt Christine McMillan.

The service, the audience was told, was held
as pﬁﬂfﬂtﬁﬂmmmlwﬂfm |
liex side of the police force, through cultural and |
religious concerts. The importance was not lost |
to Haji Khan, who said that the community |

s

mupdhhuhmnmmdoﬁhym!

approach.
I-leaﬂndthﬂﬂ::udium-phymlcuuml:;

in crime detection and prevention, and

the word that communicating with the police

was important.
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Report misleading

pS m i
- M
e -
8 ¥ b

forms at police stations

By MIKEY MAHABIR

THE JUSTICES of the Peace Associa-
tion, through its President Haji Ralph
Khan, has described as “misleading
and grossly erroneous” a report pur-
ported to have been made by the Min-
istry of the Attorney-General, which
said that statutory forms were avail-
able at all police stations.

Khan said that checks al the various
police stations, particularly those in
Victoria. revealed that not a single
form was available. In fact. he said. he
was informed by the police officers at
the stations, that they knew nothing
about the forms and had none avail-
ahle.

*Now, we have to continue making
our own arrangements to prepare the
relevant forms to do our work. specifi-
cally forthe granting of bail” said Khan.

He said because of the “misleading”
information the Association has called
an emergency executive meeting for
Sunday, August 17, at 9.30 am to take
place in San Fernando. to discuss this
latest development and then issue a
statement on the matter.

A report stated that the Ministry of
the Attorney General said that new
forms were in fact printed and have
been available since the passing of the
Bail Act No |8 of 1994. Haji Khan had
complained that the forms being used
were below standard statutory forms.

EXPRESS November 11,1998

JP Khan quits under ‘pressure’

SauthCentral Sureay

&
— HAJI Ralph D' Ehan, presi-
& dent of tge Justices of the
S Peace Association of Trinidad
and (JPATT), has ten-
dered his resignation to
]g;;ident_ _ Arthur -NR
inson citing “untold
sure” brought ta bear mm
s2lf and his family.
Khan, who threw in the
sponge yesterday with the

aim, he stated. of salvagi

ting up of & probe into corrup--

tter, tion among Justices of the

a5 been & Justice o

& Peace. He said he will bare all

is-  at a pews conference today in

Tict of victoria West since
March 1583, |

~Kban was reluctant yester-
day to go into details of the
*“untold pressure” he was com-
plairing about bot promised
to tell about "all the intimida-
tion" he and his family had
been suffering since the set-

191

San Fernando at 10 a.m.

Ehan is the managing
director of Ralico Insurance
Services Lid, a general agent
for the Maritime Financial
Group, a member of the
Million Dollar Round Table
and operates a successful
travel agency.
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Statutory Declaration forms needed

THFE EDITOR: An article appearing on Page 4 of the
Newsdiy dated the 31 July, 1997 headlined “Out-
dated Forms and Appeal Court upholds Bail forfei-
ture” and supported by another appearing else-
where, indeed. makes amusing reading. notwith-
standing its serious implications. and as well. poin-
ing out one of the serious oversights of the powers
that be. Trinidad and Tobago having existed as an
independent nation for almost 25 years to date.

This observation by our leamed Justices at the
Appeal (Court) in San Fernando, recently, followed
by the aforementioned publications, clearly under-
line the stark reality of the perennial problems faced
by serving Justices of the Peace throughout Trini-
dad and Tobago in uccessing the appropriate forms
which are absolutely necessary for the proper dis-
charge of their functions. particularly moreso, when
faced with the process of granting bail to incarcer-
ated persons, entitled to bail.

In the prevailing circumstance, there is no fixed
place, or authority, through which a Justice of the
Peace can readily acquire these forms “even though
it means paying for them from our own pockets”
" since frequent calls to the Government Printery are
often greeted with the same retort: “we no longer
print or carry these forms.”

To compound this problem, when a Justice of the
Peace visits any of the various Magistracies in the
country with the object of procuring a set of the
relevant forms, he is almost invaniably informed that
“they 100 are using photocopies and have only
limited stock.” and very often. more often than not,
these forms are sub standard. Therefore, it prompts
one 1o ask the question: Where, or to whom can a
Justice of the Peace tum 1o obtain such forms re-
quired for their everyday use. and for different pur-

poses to boot, eg the granting of hail. taking recog-
nisance, and for allowing someone 10 sign hisfher
own bail bond in cases where minorcrimes have been
committed elc. just 1o name a few examples.

Inearly 1995. when the “new” Buil Act#18 of 1994
was launched at a joint meeting of all Justices of the
Peace. senior members of the Police Service. and
senior Legal Counsel representing the State, the dire
need for the printing, supply and availability of the
new Statutory Declaration Forms (which comple-
mented the Bail Act) was greatly emphasised by our
Association as well as all the other parties, and it was
sincerely promised by the then Parliamentary Secre-
tary 1o the Attorney General that 6.000 of these forms
would be printed and distributed throughout every
police station in the country for use by JPs.

However, it is rather frustrating to note, that up 1o
this day, this has not materialised. Further to the
above, most of the other forms currently available to
us through whatever means. continue o be those
same obsolete forms used since coloial times, on
which one is required to make several alterations in
order to make them relevant to current needs and
limes.

In the existing scenario therefore, as President of
the Justices of the Peace Association of Trinidad
and Tobago, and on behalf of the members of the
Justices of the Peace Association, | am making a very
special appeal 1o the competent authorities, presum-
ably, the office of the Auorney General. to address
this matter which has been long overdue. with the
urgency that it deserves, bearing in mind, the overall
interest of the entire judicial and legal system in the
country.

HAJI RALPHDKHAN
President — JOPATT
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'AG responds to JPOTT complamts |

THE Ministry of the various magistracies. said that new forms were in
nm(‘ﬂml has  Inanewsreleasecarried fact printed and have been
by the Guardian on Tues-  available since the passing
Khan, Head of the Justices dnarﬁuguut& Haji Khan  of the Bail Act Nol8 of
of the Peace Associationof  expressed deep concern 1994
Trinidad and Tobago, overthesub-standardand  The Ministry also
(JPOTT), who complained  unavailability of forms. stated that the forms are
tothe AG of below stan-  The Ministry of the available at all police
dard statutory forms st the  Attorney General however,  stations.

Page 6 NEWSDAY Tuesday August 5, 1997

NEWS

JPs: Best way to mark Independence
— issue new bail forms

By NEWSDAY REPORTER

THE JUSTICTS of the Peace Associa-
tion of Trinidad and Tobago (JOPATT)
fisels that the hest way to celebrate bnde-
pendence Day this year. would be to
issue bail forms nl‘l-:-:un-a the country’s
true constitutional staids.

The Association was responding 1o a
Court of Appeal case in San Femando
last week, where the use of nuldated
forms by JPs was criticised.

JOPATT President, Haji Ralph Khan
said that he had read an anticle carried in
Newsday “with amusement”, since fus
members have lor years been clamour-
ing for updated forms 1o he made avail-
ahle.

The forms are given to amrested indi
viduals by JTs during the periods where
a judge or magisirate is not avatlable W

hear their applications for bail

The Appeal Court, plf\lﬂud nver by
Justices Zainool Hosein and Mustapha
Ihrahim had commented that @ bail form
used by former JP and now deceased.
Mulchan Suechan, “did not li,r].lfﬂ the
comrect positionof Tnnidadand Tobago™.

The form wsed words such as “Her
Majesty s magistrates and “our | ady the
(Jucen, Her heirs and successor

Haji Kdan icentilicd an even morc sc-
finus situation reganding forms, saying
that they simply were nol available.

“Ihe availahility of forns have becna
perennial problem. even though we
hrought up the matier al sympasivms and

seminzrs with the former Attorney-Cien-
eral. when the new Rail Actwas of 1994
wis being introduced, “We made it clear
that without the forms. there would be
tremenduots problems. but up o this day.
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it is impossible 1o get the forms.”

Haji Khan said that the Association
niade Turther representation for forms o
he pnm':d and mode available al the
vanious police stations where JPs st
vigit o process arrested persons.

However, what has instead been done.
is that outdated. photo copicd and
sub-standard forms have been provided

“It is u totally intolerable situation™,
Haji Khan said,

He added thar currently, the
:.uh-hl:md:.'fd forms were also i short

y at the Magistrates Courts.

Hr: asked that “ihe relevant authority
arrange with the Government Printery to
mass produce the simple documents
quickly and see that they are givento JPs

The forms could be Mrn.led wul. he
said, during the regular meetangs of the
IP°s Assoctation



THE EDITOR: While the appeal brought
Senior El;.f‘ Hubert WI.”IEH'I‘!P:;:IMI ullf:! ue.?
Anthony Lucky was
in ll.E enrlm stages, Chiel Justice Clinton
made certain remarks which made it
uppeur that Williams had absolately no case to
answer, since Alfred Boodoosingh, the man who
mﬁmmm was the man who shoold
From day one, he made it appear, whether
inadvertently or otherwise, that his aim was to
set. Williams free. Heace he to divert
the blame by focusing attention on Boodoosingh

EXPRESS Wednesday, May 31, 1995 Poge 9

CdJ should set a
better example

Even dunng this stage of the
hearing, the Chief Justice made cer-
ey S

were nol tary
of his 0 bt were also very dis-
tasteful and embarrassing to the
judge. At this point, enyone follow-
ing the proceedings closely could
easily perceive a certain degree of
vituperation against the High Court
judge, one belonging to the said fra-
m;ij' to boot, wlmmuﬂithmk should
not be degraded in such a manner.

A man of the CJ'% ilk should
always be prepared to set a better
E-:ampde and avoid the use of such
insulting end inconsiderate lan-

!i:e Chief Justice m his ruli
apparently exemplified the percei
errors of omussion or commission of
Justice Lucky. He has made it
absolutely clear that Lucky J was
mtnsml:t’mm by taking cvery-
one's evidence 1o the jary except that
of the accused in which he said that
“he thought that the gun given to
him was a tov pun”

At this stage, the Chief Justice
spemied tn have gven overloaked the
presumed  wrongdoing  of
Boodoasingh. Rut in Lhe process he
used lanpuape unbecoming of a
man holding such a lofty position,
lppnnn;P' only with the visceral

bringing down his fellow

judge to his knees. Thank God, s

person as vituperative as thai, has
of his tether.

mmpmu:lr that during Sentor
Supt Williams's tenure of office, he
served for many years as head of
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Crimipal Investigations. In that
department, officers are consistent-
anfm ﬁrurms to procesd on duty
many are even armed when not

on duty.
With his years of experience, one
can virtually conclude that he 1 an
e:pm at ballistics due to his consid-

ln various depart-
mts-uf ﬁ

The vital question l.htt arises in
my mind, therefore, is: woold 8 man
in the mould of Semor Supt Williams,
with his wealth of wence, nob be
able to discern then the difference
hetween & real gun and & foy gun?

Any layman who is rational would
conciude that & real gun would cer-
tainly be muoch heavier than a toy
gun, and that the Chief Justice failed
19 Lake this crucial factor into consid-
Eration.

As 8 result of the Chief Juslioe's
decision, one is also prompted to ask:
why should there be no appesl? s it
because, as in the Justice Crane
case, if the matter be taken to the
Privy Conneil, the devision might be
reversed” If not, then what's the fear?

Tt hos been nhaervod within reeont
times more so, that the judiciary
seems Lo be persistently sliding
downwards; and that the very dam-
amng remarks being hurled against
one another in the public glare will
not contribute in any way to the
enhancement of the lowly image of
the judiciary at the present time,
The confreres of this once highly
regarded {raternity must obviously
set a better example and always bear
in mind that their H?‘ utberance is

WS, mem-



EXPRESS Tuesday July 16, 1996

JP hody tells AG
act on corruptfion

The Justices of the Peace Association has writ-
ten Attorney General Ramesh Lawrence
Maharaj about corrupt practices involved in the
bail system and collusion between some
Justices of the Peace (JPs) and lice officers.

It has called for a commission of enquiry into these
practices and wants Maharaj to delay appointing JPs
and to implement several recommendations.

The recommendations and allegations are con-
tained in a memorandum submitted to Maharaj bf:
the association’s public relations officer, Haji Ralp
Khan, dated June 4. Khan said there was evidence of
collusion between certain police officers and JPs, espe-
cially in San Fernando, where relatives of accused
persons were fleeced of several thousands of dollars.

He added that when honest JPs turned up at
police stations to fix or grant bail, they were usually
informed that the necessary documents were not
ready. This was a de!aying tactic to allow the police to
use their “own JP”, he said.

Khan claimed, too, that certain Clerks of the Peace
deliberately withheld bail approval until they could
locate a JP of their choice. He noted that he recently
had such a case in which a young, first-time offender
ended up among “real seasoned and hardened, notori-
ous criminals”.

Noting that mayors and chairmen of regional cor-
porations automatically became JPs or commissioners
of affidavits, Khan told Maharai he wanted him to

Cont’d
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Cont’d from previous page

clarity whether these per-
sons could continue to act
in these roles after demit-
ting ofTice.
“Nothing short of a com-
mission of enquiry, we dare
say, would suffice,” he said.
In addition to requestin
that the attorney genern
delay appointing new JPs,
the association has pro-
sed that the government,
in collaboration with UWI,
institute a mandatory
training course for existing
and proposed JPs.
To deal with “professional
bailors™ who roam from dis-
trict to district using the
same deed for the purpose
of facilitating bail. the
associntion suggested that
a comprehensive list of
such persons be compiled
and be posted up at every
police station, and that a
deed used for the purpose
of granting bail should be
stamped with a special seal
to prevent re-use.

an said the association
wanted JPs to be appointed
for a specific period and
that suitably qualified JPs
should be appointed lay
magistrates to hear certain
summary offences, and
marriage officers.

He added that the

licences of JPs should be
revoked if they were found
to bé indulging in any
unethical or'immoral prac-
tice.
The association also wants
the Attormney General’'s
Office to give it due recog-
nition and to consider mak-
ing it compulsory for every
JP to be a member.
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LETTERS

NEWSDAY Saturday June 34, 1995 Fage ¥

JPs being denied jlldlClEll rights

THE EDITOR: The Hon. Attorney Gen-
eral and Minister of Legal Affairs, cfo The
Anomey General's Office. 24-28 Rich-
mond Street, Port-of- Spain.

Dear Sir,

D t0 recenl et aiperaling £Aersemies
uﬁghﬁ-ﬁhﬁu‘&mﬂ Sir. 1
feel impelled 1o communscaic YO
amaner of urgency seeking your most kind
assistance @ well as your and
enhghtenment on cortan cntical issoes.

are the details of one of sev-
enal instances of its kind ocoaring over the
weekend:-

On Satunday the June | Tib, (that' s over
the last long weekend when 43 persons
were arrested by ihe Southern Division
Police — See attached clipping) | was
summoned at home spproxumately 11.30
am in order to arrange for the granting of
Bail wiiha Surety for soaneone who was on
52000 bai] haveny faled i amend courton
a minaos traffic violatmn resulting s arrest
by searranit

Dexpise the iendening of a revent Cert-
Tl Copy offa Dieed ixcued by the office of
the Regrurar General amd the presentation
of Land and Building Tax Receipt for the
sand property indscanng that the tases werne
duly pand For the vear encing 1994, by the
balor, Ivan Charles of 33 Claude Street,
La Roman, the Polwe Corporad on duty &t
the stution at that tirse. Cpl. Gittens #6698
refusad W accept the ahewe documents
stuting that the Land and Building Tax
whionilsd hnve heen paid for the year 1995 o
well, and primanly on this ground, he
prevenied me from granting basl 10 the
defendant

Tosay the least, 16 my micet haumble view
Sir, Trgpdﬁnmmly-hﬂn:uu
mound io an infringement of my pudicial
rightts a3 & Justice of the Pesce, but 2 a

denal of the Fundamental rights snd free.  pleas

dom of the individual {many of thern hay-

" Write to:

Chacon Street,
Port of Spain. |

e

g fallen victims oo this mjustice over the
sand weekend).

Having thus faded wn the nterim, |
posed an alicrnalive MCRAUNE.
hiﬁun;:mmd'mbihmlﬂﬂﬂ
an affirmative reply, | inchcated 1o the
officer neferred o hereiofiors that the hailor
has & curent Fined Depout Cermificate
held sf the Bank of Nova Scotia, San
Fernamdio, 1o the value of $1 1,000 (which
can be provided) and that this seourty was
acceptable in view of the new Statusory
Declaratson in use. muwe 50 thes partic-
ular snatance where the bail was in the sum
of $2.000 only. Thes, may | uate, was only
after having shown the officer the relevinl
spctions of the new Statutory Declaration
s subscguent o the New Basl Act. o
1Bl 1904 wath whtkich you woulel certasnly
be quste Temiluar,

Al the juncture s response was: ~1
don't know about that | then desperaiely
triod 1o pet hom o read the approprusic
sectiaon when be retonied once more, ~1
don"t know about that, amd [ on working
by the rules from downazairs.” Mo maier
v hard | ried, be persisied i repecting
my consisent bt humble appeals. My
were all in vain.

Incydentally. this rule was taken from
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among others from the Station’s Notice
Board headed: Granting of
Bail: When Are granting bail to per-
sons 10 cusbody the followng must be
observed:

117" Land Taxes for Deed muast be paid for
currently Le. for 19957

Since the foregoing is oaly one of many
examples of this weekend's incadents Sir,
which andosbtedly seems o be a regular
oocurrence 8 this wation, T crave your most

kimd inalulgence me a8 the
vﬁy.nﬂ.@m%h!n-f

simoe thes negatrve animude exhobited by the
“Polsoc™ 1 not only desturinag and frustrates
the Justces ol the Peace inthe performance of
thewr dutscs. but alio involves 3 codossal wiste
of valuable time. not o mention the witer
fruseranos and the distress eapenienced by the
perons being held n custody and v a kesser
exient the bona fide bailors involved

Lest it be construed that my remarks ane
perceived & 2n asault on the entire Polace
Service, | wishionmake o abundantly clear Sur,
that im oy view, whalss the vast magoeity of

P
ple. Mcuanudemuum
who are always bent on bringing the Polce
Servece mio disfepuie. potwithsianding

It mght be msthoctive W note Sir, that
hefore writing i yo, | condalied with Me
John Ciriffinh, the Senmr Clerk of the Feace,
Port-of-Spain Maginiracy, Mr Andrew
Buoitha: Ag. Semior Clerk of the Peace. San
Femando Magistracy: the Ast. Supl of the
Suuthern Diveaon ASP Alexander and [n-
spector Fammell as well 3s ACP Cyracms Lin-
erpoul, Hesd of the Drvison, Furthesmo, |
alun held discusions with the Semior Mg
trate Victoria and a judge of the Appeal Coant
who all concurred with me thal the sction of
thee Police was not oaly manifestly wrong. but
alspoppressive excep for the Assy. Comanis-
ssoner who aaied that “he did not keow and
that he bad 1w check.™

Tnvooncusion Sar, may | sate tha mary and
vaned are the frusirabons and difficulties
encouniered by those of us who are prepared
ﬂmhmhu#mm

e 50, when upon the appear-
ance of one of two pamscular IPs of this
disrict, the very sawl rejecied dcuments
Become sscrosanct and the affected parties
are grasied bail. Therefoee. [ must logically
von lude that wenethang s redically wrong
somew here in the administration of the vys-
em.

Im thee circumatances, snd as 3 resubl of the
foregoing, | sm therefiore appealing b you Sir
fior youar mansd keined and prompt atienbion in
this maner which | regard as one of national
importance, and ook forwand to you fur an
expeditions neply. Thanking You



In concluding, I am impelled to state that Haji Ralph Khan’s life has been a perfect
example of triumph over adversity. In the numerous challenges which he has faced
since his childhood to the present he has relied heavily on his spiritual and moral
convictions, as well as his belief in justice for all. Relationships have been crucial to
his success, and through his interaction with individuals, he has transcended barriers
of race, class, gender and religion, in the process forging important links and creating
a valuable human resource network. Even the opinions/ideas he raised during his
tenure as a Senator are pertinent concerns to contemporary Trinidad and Tobago and,
it is hoped that as he continues to do God’s work through his social and charitable
ventures, that his life will always remain a model for posterity.
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6) The “sensate culture” promoted by the media debases and corrupts the
youth/society. Authorities should devise rules/censorship of various forms of mass
media/communication while simultaneously directing media authorities to produce
suitable material for media education for schools which would not violate the basic
moral laws which all religions uphold.

7) Religious Education courses should be developed and taught in all schools since
the religious sensitivity of students will ensure their commitment to the values that
are upheld by all religions and to which they should be emotionally attached. Courses
should be provided for teachers in their teachers’ education degrees. Simulaneously,
teachers of other subjects who are religious oriented and willing to undertake
religious education classes should be provided with the special in-service training by
competent individuals in this field. Given the above, a common core curriculum
should be devised. Teachers should be trained to teach all subjects from a religious
perspective without destroying the autonomy of each subject.
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APPENDIX 11

THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

+0200ss ASSOCIATION sessses

OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (JOPATT)
24 Rushworth Street West, San Fernando, Trinidad VWest indies Tel: 657-5088

4th. June, 1996

The Hon. Ramesh L.

Attorney General of Trinidad & Tobago
24-28 Richmond Street
PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Honourable Minister,

Hoping you're fine and enjoying the best of PROVIDENCE, I greet you with our
very best wishes. Further, on behalf of the Officers and members of the Justices
of the Peace Association of Trinidad and Tobago,{ take the opportunity through
this medium to extend to you our heartiest congratulations on your excellent
accomplishments and achievements for and on behalf of the peoples of Trinidad
and Tobago as this country’s Attorney General, more so, in such a short time.

Following our recent personal discussion, which I am certain you would recall, I
now take the opportunity to forward for your attention the following written
correspondence, the purpose of which, may I add, is two-fold:

1. To highlight problems generally encountered by members of the
Justices of the Peace Association of Trinidad and Tobago in the
performance of their Judicial Rights and functions, and

2 To make recommendations on behalf of the Association aimed at
ameliorating some of these problems, which we hope, at the
same time, would also serve to enhance the Role and Functions
of Justices of the Peace in the overall administration of justice at
different levels,

Firstly, we believe that it is not only essential, but imperative, that we bring to
your attention some of the copious malpractices involved in the process of
granting bail; the rampant collusion and corruption so deeply ensconced
amongst “certain police officers” at various stations; well-known “ professional
bailors” who operate throughout the nation with apparent impunity; and as
well, certain corrupt Justices of the Peace; who when combined together,
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especially moreso, since in her view, she felt that she had fulfilled the criteria
nmaryh:abhinbnﬂfmhersonhaﬁngpmﬂded&wpmpermtym,md
ahn,mvhwufﬂwmjnoruﬁﬂre,uuuﬂasherm'sclﬁmm

In other similar cases, it is common knowledge that certain “Clerks” engage in
this nefarious practice so thtapartimlar]mﬁceufﬂm?m{wﬂhspedal
mmecﬁomm&wﬂﬂkuf&uﬁacEMquuﬁm}wuunbﬁLME
in the circumstances, that the spoils can be shared between them both.

One is prompted to ask: Why therefore, in such a situation where proper surety
was provided, should such a youth (with no court record, or rather a clean
record) be despatched to the “Remand” in Port of Spain where he would be
dumped; where he would inevitably have to mingle with real seasoned and
hardened notorious criminals; and be exposed and initiated into; be it
deliberately or otherwise; the true art and world of crime and violence?

Further, whyshuuldhispumbhnvetumdmbnﬁﬁmdﬂmdphyﬂml
hardships in securing his release atway in Port of Spain, notwithstanding their
trauma, anxiety, stress and restlessness? Was this precalculated and deliberate?
Was this action legitimate? Again Sir, such events cry out for your urgent action.

8

At&ﬁspoht!whhhmphn&lﬂym&nﬂﬁuhmtmudyidlespemhﬁum
since personally, I have also been a victim of these unfortunate circumstances at
meﬁmFermnduPoliceﬁuﬂnnnndivmmatﬂmhmduﬂfapﬂﬁcuhr
Senior Officer whose name I am prepared to give. And though the above
examples comprise a few of the multifarious problems encountered by the more
upright Justices of the Peace who perform voluntarily, (or maybe for a token fee),
when put together, they indeed form a veritable combination of harsh social
negatives adversely impacting upon the society as a whole, since they all smack
of wholesale rampant corruption.
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over the country. POSITIVE ACTION MUST DEFINITELY BE TAKEN,
AND T. oW, U SIR! P

In view of the prevailing circumstances therefore, we wish, with utmost respect
to you, as well as your office Sir, to urge you to withhold your proposed
appointment of new Justices of the Peace (as discussed) in the interim, until some
semblance of sanity can be restored among these corrupt and conniving
collusionists. At the same time, we wish to take this opportunity to submit to you
certain recommendations which we guarantee, would undoubtedly enhance the
overall operations of the judicial and legal system in Trinidad and Tobago, an
area which, on divers occasions, you have quite correctly reiterated, is in dire
need of being overhauled, all for the benefit and the welfare of our entire
citizenry.

1. (a) That primarily, in collaboration with the University of
ﬁﬁfw‘j/ the West Indies; institute a suitable training course for Justices of
eald Seielios the Peace (possibly seventy five (75) contact hours during a twelve-

week period) aimed at preparing them to function both creditably
and honourably in their various roles.

(b) That at the end of such training which should be mandatory, both
a written and an oral examination be conducted to measure their

knowledge, with special emphasis on their Role and Functions.

(c) That successful candidates be then warranted /commissioned as
Justices of the Peace. Unsuccessful candidates should also be
afforded the opportunity to repeat the examinations once only.

2. (a) That with the escalation of the entrenched illegal operations of
“professional bailors” who roam from district to district using the
same “Deed” with impunity for the purpose of facilitating bail
without being penalised in accordance with the BAIL ACT #18 of
1994, (despite being well-known by the “police” as well as certain
J. Ps. and others), we propose that a comprehensive list of such
persons be compiled by the competent authorities and circulated
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10.

11.

13.

urdert:syncl‘mniseopmﬁnmandtmining,ardhamistaawﬂ
in eradicating the rampant corruption currently existing.

That government provides precise Maps and Circulars to the
Association clearly depicting the various boundaries and police
stations in each specific Magisterial District within Trinidad and
Tobago. (Such provision would certainly eliminate petty
misunderstandings which now occur in certain districts e. g- the
Barrackpore Police Station).

That in view of the great disparity currently existing amongst
Justices of the Peace relative to territorial jurisdiction (which
incidenla]]ylendsitselftubothcunfm@onmdmrmpﬁun}e.g.
some Justices now enjoy jurisdiction throughout Trinidad and
Tobago, while others cover counties, and others yet have
]uﬂﬁd:thonmpnrﬁmlarMﬂgmtemlMcﬁmmpﬂﬂmgorﬂypmﬁ
of certain counties, the Association strongly recommends that some
mechanism be introduced to give equity to all Justices in this
respect. Either they all be assigned to the whole country, an entire
county, or a particular Magisterial District as the case may be.

That the Association (JOPATT) be authorised to use the

O.T. & T.G.S. stamp for official business only.

That a Complaints Authority be urgently set up to entertain
complaints from aggrieved persons who have been aggrieved or
“ripped off” by unscrupulous Justices of the Peace, “Police” and
“Professional Bailors,” and finally

That competent Justices of the Peace with the necessary academic
and other suitable qualifications, upon consultation with the
Association, be appointed Lay Magistrates vested with the
responsibility and the authority to preside over, and to hear and
determine certain Summary Offences e. g. petty theft, simple
assault, obscene language, traffic offences for which tickets are
issuable, remand cases, bar licences, and matters involving small
claims under five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), etc.
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In conclusion, I wish to state that I shall be most eagerly awaiting your response,
and would certainly be looking forward to meeting with you officially in the
very near future with a small three-man delegation as agreed, where joint
discussions can take place, hoping to resolve some of these critical issues.

Yours respectfully

C —
D. KHAN
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER

ccs:  Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago
Chief Justice of Trinidad and Tobago
Chief Magistrate of Trinidad and Tobago
Justice James Davis - Police Complaints Authority
Minister of National Security
Chairman - Crime Commission
Director of Public Prosecutions
Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions
President - Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago
President - Southern Assembly of Lawyers
Media
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THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

220sss ASSOCIATION b0 s0sse

OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (JOPATT)
24 Rushworth Street West, San Fernando, Trinidad Wes! Indies Tel: 657-5088, 652-2340

26th. June, 1996

The Hon. Ramesh L. Maharaj

Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago
24-28 Richmond Strect

PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Ramesh,
Hope you and your loved ones are fine and enjoying the best of PROVIDENCE.

I have enclosed herewith for your attention, a brief summary of a report of certain
findings, consequential upon a survey conducted by the Justices of the Peace
Association of Trinidad and Tobago (JOPATT), accompanied by a number of carefully
considered recommendations for your consideration as well as for your implementation,
reflecting a consensus of the vast majority of members of this Association. -

We hope and trust, that this document, and the information it provides, would not only
contribute handsomely to your current initiatives on law reform, but in addition, we are
certain that it would undoubtedly serve to enhance the overall operations of the judicial
and legal system in Trinidad and Tobago, which, as you have quite affirmatively
reiterated on divers occasions, is in dire need of comprehensive review.

In conclusion, may | state, that it is the considered view of the entire membership of the
Association that with your kind of drive and initiative, that we can not only anticipate,
but rather, we do expect that expeditious action would be initiated by your good self no
sooner than you have studied the document. Also, that you would be communicating
with us in the very near future advising of our early joint meeting (with a small three-
man delegation) as previously discussed.

Trusting that you would give this matter your most kind and prompt attention.
Kindly acknowledge receipt by signing and returning the attached copy of this letter.

Yours respe

D. KHAN
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER
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The Hon. Ramesh L. Maharaj

Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago
Ministry of the Attorney General

24 - 28 Richmond Street

PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Mr. Minister,

On behalf of the Officers and members of the Justices of the Peace Association of
Trinidad and Tobago, I wish to take the opportunity through this medium to let
you know how much we appreciate the alacrity, and the thoroughness, with
which both the government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, and
yourself, as Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney General, have responded to
the various concerns raised in our memorandum forwarded to you on the 1st.
July, 1996, despite the magnitude of the issues involved.

Further, we wish to state that we are indeed gratified to see that most of, if not
all of our recommendations and proposals submitted both to yourself, and by
extension, to the Commission of Inquiry have been positively addressed. For
this, we are indeed grateful since we feel assured that we have undoubtedly
made a positive contribution, rather than indulging in an exercise in futility, this,
not only in the interest of the country’s Judicial and Legal system, but also to the
benefit and welfare of the population as a whole.

In the circumstances, I wish to take the opportunity to commend the Prime
Minister, Members of his Cabinet, and your good self as the Hon. Attorney
General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, as well as your dedicated team
members for the urgency, the importance, and the significance which you have
all placed on the affairs of Justices of the Peace in Trinidad and Tobago, with the
special emphasis and your focus on ridding the system of its corrupt elements.

As you certainly are aware Sir, the vital role of the Justices of the Peace in the
present legal and judicial system can never be overemphasized, since Justices of
the Peace according to the Summary Offences Act, CH: 4: 20, and in concurrence
with our common law, possess enormous powers. At the same time, since these
powers carry with them a grave responsibility, and are tantamount to a sacred
trust, duty and obligation, both to the State, and to the population as a whole, we
the members of this Association recognise as Justices of the Peace that it is not
only imperative, but paramount, that we display the most exemplary conduct in
our dealings with the various entities with which we must inevitably interface
and interact, whilst at the same time, exhibiting the highest quality of integrity
and honesty which befits our noble calling.
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()  Whether he has performed creditably and honourably
during his past term of office, and possibly even with
distinction.

(d) The tremendous wealth of experience gained along the way
by senior JPs. operating over the years.

(¢)  That as we are aware, some of our fellow JPs. currently head
various recognised voluntary and social organisations with
distinction, even many operating under the auspices of the

. government or in direct employment by the State..

()  That some of them currently hold, and may continue in the
future, to hold prestigious positions on State Boards where
the quality of contribution may be of an excellent quality
and standard.

(8)  JP's continued involvement in social, community and
welfare services with success should be significant in the
assessment by the Interviewing/Review Committee.

We support the above criteria, especially in the light of the
recommendation made in our memorandum submitted to the Attorney
General by the Justices of the Peace Association of Trinidad and Tobago
fully endorsed by the Commission of Inquiry that a fixed term of office of
say 3 - 5 years be set for both currently serving as well as potential Justices
in order that a review of their various portfolios may be conducted at this
juncture, taking into account, the above factors.

Furthermore, in the proposed setting, where the Ministry of the Attorney
General has instituted a standing Interview/Review Committee, this
undertaking undoubtedly would prove not only to be feasible, but rather,
to be both logical and reasonable in the continuing assessment exercise.
We suggest in the circumstances, that this should be the considered
rationale, and therefore, should form the main criteria in such cases,
rather than just laying down the law where one’s services must inevitably
come to an end when he attains the age of seventy, thereby unwittingly
ridding the system of the required expertise and prized experience of
much needed personnel, many of whom may be of an exceedingly high
calibre. Meritorious service therefore, combined with unimpeachable
character, honesty and integrity should be paramount.

We repeat our call for a proper training programme for Justices of the
Peace as recommended in our memorandum, this to be instituted by the

State in collaboration with the University of the West Indies through the
Faculty of Social Sciences. This is an absolute necessity, if certain Justices
are not to be manipulated by the Police and other elements due to their
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ignorance of the laws under which they function. A comprehensive
programme of such a nature is a dire necessity and would serve to
address several other shortcomings as well.

(8)  Last, but not least, the Executive of this Association feels greatly
distressed by the fact that the composition of your Interview/Review
Panel reflects a conspicuous lack of consideration for, and the total and
complete absence of any representation or involvement by or from our
Association, of which I am asked to remind you, especially having
personally given us that assurance on the occasion of our “Installation
Ceremony” which you attended at the Petrotrin Sports Club last April.

Mr. Attorney General, I wish to state that we have confidence in you, your team
members, and the members of the Law Commission as well, and we wish to
express or profound thanks, appreciation and gratitude for your keen personal
interest, both in the functioning, and the welfare of all well-meaning Justices of
Peace in the country, whose service under the present legal and judicial system,
to say the least, is indispensable, not forgetting the overall interest and welfare of
the nation as a whole which is of even greater importance. We wish to repeat
therefore, that the tremendous attention and the appreciation exhibited
regarding our memorandum forwarded to you by the Justices of the Peace
Association of Trinidad and Tobago, would always be regarded with utmost
admiration.

In conclusion, may I state that the Executive of this Association most eagerly
anticipate that the aforementioned matters shall be dealt with expeditiously, and
that they would be given the prompt and urgent attention, which indeed, they
do deserve.

Yours
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Agriculture, the city council, could all get together and make some practical
decisions as to what to do about that problem to help farmers. It is as if farmers do
not really matter. All the people I am talking about are all sitting in nice air-
conditioned offices. The farmers do not matter. They have had the incredible
stupidity to remain getting their hands dirty and sweating it out eight hours per day
in the hot sun. All that should change.

Mr. President, 1 know the hon. Minister has his heart in the right place. I am
absolutely convinced of that. But I would ask him to look again at this bill and
see, really, whether the money which is going to be spent on this new statutory
body could not be better spent in streamlining all these people who are pretending,
at the moment, to be helping agriculture. There is not even a proper plant
pathology laboratory. At Centeno you can get certain work done; they are very
good and helpful, but they do not have the equipment. The university has the
equipment. Some foreign people who were running a thing there, whether it was
CARDI or some other group, gave up and left their equipment with the university,
but the university has not got the money or the staff to run it. With all this
enormous activity in agriculture and horticulture, when we get a little leaf mould,
or a problem on the leaf of a plant, we have to send it to Miami. Instead of
spending millions of dollars on all these people—extension officers, ADB, CMA,
and so forth—let us have it all re-organized and find out what exactly the
Government could do properly to help agriculture, and cut out the rest; cut it right
out.

Thank you.

Sen. Haji Ralph Khan: Mr. President, I wish to take this opportunity to
extend a warm and appreciative welcome to the Minister of Food Production and
Marine Exploitation, since it is the first time, in my short tenure in this Senate, he
has been privileged to present a bill here.

Notwithstanding however, the honourable intentions which this affable and
industrious Minister may have, I feel it incumbent upon me to state at the very
outset that I am really indeed somewhat disappointed with the provisions of this
bill, since a cursory glance at its implications would clearly indicate that the more
crucial areas of concern on matters relative to the development of agriculture on a
more scientific and productive scale to satisfy our national needs, have either been
hastily overlooked or possibly and probably deliberately side-stepped or prechuded
from this bill.
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Thirdly, what shall we be marketing if there are no products to market, and no
real incentives provided for production? Mass production is what we need if we
can even think of self-sufficiency in agnicultural food production, far less
agnicultural exports. How can this Government, may I ask, be so myopic then in
re-drafting an agricultural policy, a policy so vital to our physical sustenance, and a
policy so wital to the nation's economic well-being without placing greater
emphasis in the areas of cultivation, increased production and husbandry? Since
agriculture is not only vital to our personal, physical existence, but also second in
line after oil, among our larger industries, as well as a prime eamner of foreign
exchange, it therefore stands to reason that a good agricultural policy can either
make us or break us, moreso particularly in times of international crises involving
our food import beneficiaries, as our past experiences have indicated to us.

I, therefore, make bold to state at this point that not only had the previous
Government completely destroyed our agricultural policy, form of social welfare
into the urban areas of this country, but this present Government has also been
somewhat culpable, to some extent, displaying a greater measure of reluctance at
times, as shown in the bill, to create an attractive atmosphere and the kind of
environment that is necessary and conducive to the fostering, promotion and
growth of agriculture to any worthwhile degree.

Now that Sen. Fyard Hosein has blown the lid on DEWD—with what is now
known as LIDP—I am eagerly looking to better results from this Government. This
small cadre of workers, to my mind, only touch the surface of the unemployment
problem. I would have thought that in bringing such legislation before this Senate,
greater emphasis would have been placed on the strategic areas of land-ownership,
Government’s policy on land-distribution, the purposes of leases and land
allocation by Government, land-use, divestment, subsidies, acquisition, surveys and
S0 On.

Policy on land distribution. To my knowledge, Mr. President, this Government
has absolutely no national policy on the distribution of lands. Whatever decision is
taken by Government on this broad spectrum, inclusive of leases, varies in
objectives, duration, royalties and rentals, between and within various Government
ministries, state enterprises and others, which we may choose to classify as
pseudo-governmental agencies. Since there is no clearly defined criteria for the
leasing of lands, it is precisely the lack of such programmes which fosters and
promotes political patronage—that horrible monster which some accept as a
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necessary evil. Herein lies the inherent problems of an cnvironmental and
ecological disaster and the contmuing disgraceful problem of squatting.
Quantitative analysis so necessary to serve either directional planning or for use in
comparative social, welfare and economic studics, are not available.

6.10 p.m.

A study conducted by professionals and personnel involved in this area of
activity has led to the conclusion that in light of the original intent, most of the land
dhtrhnhnpmmmmum&ihrﬁ,u'hﬁmsnﬂmhavebunanlymrgmﬂy
successful in relation to the inputs of labour and capital. Land capability in the past
has been underestimated, causing many of the country's ecological problems.
Hence there is every need for planners to match development with land capability
side by side.

A classical example of such ecological problems can be sighted at the
agricultural holdings and dairy farms located both at Carlsen Field and at
Wallerfield respectfully, which are being over-exploited for land-quarrying
capability rather than for housing, industrial and common usage for which these
arcas are now better suited,

Diametrically opposed to this development are the housing estates in areas like
Diamond Vale and in Curepe along the Southern Main Road, especially south of
the St. Augustine Nursery Station. In both these instances it has been found that
some of the most productive and fertile lands in the country have been largely
removed from agriculture. In this scenario, such lands are not only being used
below inherent capacities, but have almost been ruined and rendered sterile, with
the end result being that the production of much needed local food and fibre is
being sacrificed by the low levels of husbandry by beneficiaries of state land
distribution,

To substantiate my argument, | wish to quote from the report on the

distribution of state lands for agricultural production of 1977 which states as
follows:-

"It 15 obvious therefore, that in general a large proportion of the Staze lands
distributed in the various countries is having very little ympact on the current
drive for increased food production.”

Between then and now, the situation has further deteriorated. Land leased for
quarrying is another example of land capability being ignored. While there have
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been some immediate economic benefits, by and large most of the lands are now
worse off.

In the absence of proper surveys, the lands have been ruthlessly stripped of the
vegetation and the surface mined on  trial-and-error basss, leaving behind a very
eerie looking unproductive and disfigured landscape, diverted water courses,
altered surface and sub-surface dramage patterns, the pollution of strcams and
reservoirs, gaping hillside homes and shoreline destruction.

The derelict lands are aesthetically improvised. Many are littered with used
plants and equipment, dilapidated structures and lubricant cans and drums. Many
are now used as sites for refuse dump. The very characterless appearance has
engendered a derelict mentality amongst our citizens.

As we all recognize, dereliction indeed breeds a wicked and brutish kind of
insensibility bordering on a positive antagonism to the life and liveliness of the
natural landscape it has supplanted. It debases as well as it displaces, what | will
say, what is left of our civilization.

Housing estates: Many of the housing estates in this country portray very poor
land use. In many instances, land which is suitable for agriculture have been
permanently shified for housing purposes. While shelter is provided, the Jand per
se in many instances has not been used to foster the development of the whole
personality. The sameness of the type of buildings, of the occupants and of the
income and education level reflect a certain kind of dullness in this world and in
this country particularly, which is so rich in variety, Sameness, the in-breeding of
thoughts, ideas and concepts that demotivale and degenerate the level of
aspiration.

Sen. Rampersad: Mr. President, [ need to ask a question, please. | am failing
to sec the relevance of the contribution m the last 15 minutes with regards to the
bill.

Mr. President: | was just about to ask the Senator whether he would need
more than 10 minutes to conclude his contribution. If so, someone will have to
move a procedural motion.

6.20 p.m.

Sen. Haji Khan: Most likely, [ would be through by then. | may go over by
two or three minutes possibly, I cannot say for sure. It is difficult to predict, but |
will try my best to conclude my deliberation within the stipulated time.

219



839
National Agricultural Corporation Bill Tuesday, July 2, 199]

Sameness the in-breding of thoughts, ideas and concepts that demotivate and
degenerate levels of aspirations. Do we need any further evidence than that which
we already have in this community for me to prove this point?

I had alluded earlier on to the question of the poultry industry. A proper survey
of this industry would obviously indicate that at present, we have in this country,
approximately 100 medium-sized poultry farmers. With the passage of this bill, the
size of these small entreprencurs would not only diminish, but sooner or later, with
the passage of time, they would have only been transient in this area of business,
since their fate in the industry would have been completely sealed soon afterwards.
The small businesses would now be swallowed up wholesale by large businesses
with easy access 1o capital and would mevitably lead to contimuing monopoly until
the small man is completely wiped out.

To my mind, I do not believe that this is one of the objectives of this bill. I do
not believe that this bill is intended to encourage or condone the take-over of small
businesses by conglomerates or big business. Time alone will tell whether that s so
or not, But in the Minister's reply, 1 would greatly appreciate if he could, at some
stage, reply to the situation.

I would like to touch briefly on the Oropouche Lagoon. The vast cxpanse of
land known as the Oropouche Lagoon, some years ago, was regarded as one of
the main food baskets of the country. Since its destruction, however, by the
previous Government, nothing really significant has been done to transform the
arca into its former glory. Under the Government of the People's National
Movement, dredging works were haphazardly carried out to the Oropouche River,
allowing salt water from the sea to flow inwards into the land, creating a very
serious unnatural setback to this largely agricultural community for agriculiural
production, since it has been reduced to a mere trickle. The economy of this
largely agriculturally oriented community, as a resull, has been wrecked, if not
eternally destroyed.

Since 1 am convinced that this honourable Minister is a keen proponent of
agriculture and agricultural development, | would like him to state in his reply, the
Government's present programme on the Oropouche Basin,

Caroni Limited: Caroni Limited has been a recurring decimal in the economic
development of the country. This has attracted many commissions of enquiries and
there has been, what is commonly known as the “rationalization of the sugar
mdustry”.
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operation has been an entirely different story. It has become a great success story
of the last couple of decades,

6.30 p.m.

I am not condemning this Government. | am trying to indicate certain
deficiencies in the system so that the powers that be can address these problems so
that the whole nation on the whole can benefit. Because of our economic
problems, we can find employment and we can do so much more in order to
improve the condition of our people.

I shall be closing in probably just a minute. Caroni has a redundancy policy. 1
believe that it is ludicrous even to think that positions which have been declared
redundant, even relatively recently, when full benefits are being paid out to these
persons, others have not only been appointed soon after, but quite shockingly,
been confirmed in these positions, to say the least,

I therefore, recommend that this Government should set up forthwith, an
independent commission of enquiry whether this commission of enquiry comprises
a one-man team or many persons, but it must be an independent, impartial
commission to enquire into the day-to-day operations of this company, with the
objective of turning around the fortunes of this company, so that in time to come
we would not have the need and the cause to be talking over and over about the
problems of Caroni (1975) Limited.

Thank you very much.

Motion made and question proposed, That the Senate do now adjourn to
Tuesday, July 9, 1991 at 1.30 p.m. [Sen 4. Tiwary]

Question put and agreed to.
Senate adjourned accordingly,
Adjourned at 6.32 p.m.
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SENATE
Wednesdery, August 28, 199]

The Senate met at 1.30 a.m.
FRAYERS
[Me. Presioe~t in the Chair]
DANGEROUS DRUGS BILL
[THIRD DAY]

Sen. Haji Ralph Khan: Mr. President, before moving on to my contribution
on the dcbate before this Scnate, 1 feel impelled to compliment this Government
for the very keen spirit of compromise as cxhibited in the handling of several bills
presented to us here within recent times. It is my view that the Government, in a

serious mood of compromise has even bent backward on occasions to
accommodate several amendments proposed both by Independent Members of the
Senate, as well as Members on our side. 1 feel therefore that this development
should not go unnoticed and that this Govemnment should be credited for such an
open kind of disposition. Therefore, when we get to the committee stage of this
bill which is before the Senate, | would anticipate exactly a similar type of
compromise when amendments are proposed before the Senate.

Because of the deep-rooted disgust and deprecation which is held generally by
the public of Trinidad and Tobago for this despicable trade which we know as
drug trafficking, and which is traumatizing the entire society, the destructive and
devastating effects of which seem to be growing daily; growing worse day by day,
resulting in the production of several human derelicts, | regard it both as an
opportunity and a privilege to be able to make a contribution on what | regard as a
bill of paramount importance and tremendous magnitude, with very far-reaching
consequences for this nation, especially moreso, since we indeed certainly
recognize that within recent years the unprecedented spate of violent crimes, rape
and kidnapping in this once tranguil nation of ours have not only become
intolerable 10 our generally docile and peace-loving citizens, but for multifanous
reasons have attained uncontrollable proportions and also many of these crimes
are drug related as claimed by the competent authorities.
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At this stage, | wanl to reinforce the point of view expressed by our previous
contributors. When | say our previous contributors, [ refer to the Senators on our
side. They have all expressed their support for this bill and 1t 1s sad to note that in
certain quarters it has been misconstrued that some of us do not support this bill. I
want to say that we support the bill unequivocally. Obviously though, as | have
indicated, when we arrive at the committee stage, then we shall sit and meet and
discuss where we shall compromise.

I wish to crave your kind indulgence in permitting me to read from an article
which [ wrote and which appeared in the Trinidad Guardian on Monday, October
10, 1988, titled "Innocent Travellers Paying for Evil of Drug Traffickers". In
other words, it is a problem to which I have addressed my mind even before. I had
an opportunity to address the situation that has presented itself to this Senate.

"As a prelude to this bit of comespondence, I wish to indicate that this
letter which was written since June 20, 1988 was really intended for possible

publication around that particular period, since your editorial on the following
subject was published on June 18. However, the original contents are as
follows; and for the benefit of your vast network of readers, [ shall be grateful
if you would kindly publish same, due to the most serious drug menace facing
the country, especially during these very difficult times.

The drug-related incident involving one of our prominent local citizens,
local beauty queen, Jackie Sanatan-McKenzie, recently sentenced to a 12-year
term of imprisonment in a British jail for attempting to smuggle cocaine
through London's Heathrow Airport, has impelled me to recall a most
humiliating, infuriating and frustrating experience encountered some months
ago at the hands of the immigration authorities at the Lester B. Pearson
International Airport, in Toronto, Canada.

Before relating this experience, | wish, however, to digress, since I think it
most appropriate to focus my attention to the subject contents of that editorial
which 1 fully endorse and which, in my opinion, helps to amplify the gravity
of the particular circumstances [ am about to relate. I quote from the
Guardian's Editorial of June 20, 1988:

“Worse still, she has done damage to her country abroad for having
tried to smuggle cocaine from Trinidad.

She has not only hurt herself, but indirectly, all of us. When such
incidents happen the Customs Officials of the affected countries tend to
look on holders of Trinidad and Tobago passports with suspicion.
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They pull us out of lines for strip searches. They detain our airplanes
and search for illicit drugs.

Some of this has already been happening in Canada, where several
nationals have been caught, or are on suspicion of dealing in cocaine.

We all know what has been happening with Air Jamaica planes in
North America and it could well happen to us too.”

Since the publication of this editorial, may [ add, it is common knowledge,
| believe, that our own national airline BW1A has been subjected to seizure and
impounding by the North American authorities until very, very substantial
fines imposed in circumstances have been paid at the cxpense of our
taxpayers.

The foregoing information and sentiments in the editorial quoted above, in
very straightforward, simple and explicit language are so very true. They are

unchallengeable, and the free admonitions given here should be heeded at
once, by all and sundry, by every citizen of this nation before it is too late.

And now for my personal expericnce. Precisely on Scptember 14, 1987,
several of my immediate relatives and myself, boarded the regular afternoon
BWIA flight at Piarco International via Flight No. 604, for Canada, in an
emergency situation, with my eldest sister lying critically ill at a Toronto
medical nursing facility.

After a very smooth flight and on arriving at the Lester Pearson Airport,
approximately at 11.00 p.m. on that day, we soon realized that several flights
from other destinations had landed at approximately the same time, a matter
which we hardly took notice of, having faced similar situations at other
international airports on many previous occasions. So we fell in line with the
other amiving passengers and headed to customs as usual which only took a
few moments, and then to the immigration post.

Here is where our troubles and our frustrations began for myself and
another brother of mine, since our other accompanying relatives, mainly
females, were very smoothly and expeditiously cleared by the immigration
authoritics without a hitch.

As for mysell and my brother, when our turn came, although we were in
different queucs, we were asked individually to step aside and have a seat in a
wailing room.
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news, that a record number of Trinidadians numbering 25 or so, including
females, had been picked up by the Canadian police authorities, in one fell
swoop, just around that same time, everyone, without exception, for drug-
related offences, including possession and possession for the purpose of
trafficking, and so on.

The lesson behind this all is, that despite being innocent citizens, yet we
were made to endure some kind of punitive action for the crimes of our
brother and sister Trinidadians, notwithstanding the fact that we were in the
course of pursuing our own genuine business."

Dr. Basdeo: Would my honourable friend give way? Mr. President, this is
certainly a most reprehensible and a most bizarre story and I would like to enquire

from my distinguished colleague, whether he had brought this matter, when it
occurred, to the attention of the relevant authorities in the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago, in this particular instance, the Minister of External Affairs,
and International Trade, or the relevant Minister at that time.

Sen. Khan: Mr. President, I did, not because I did not think that it may help in
that direction. Probably I was wrong. I cannot say. But | made it public news so
that the relevant authorities might have been able to take it up—to take up the
gauntlet.

Dr. Basdeo: If you do not mind, can I elicit information as to whether in the
information available through the media or through the Government at that time,
the matter was taken up at all?

Sen. Khan: Mr. President, through you, not to my knowledge. I have not read
this because of fancy, but several important factors emerged from this. We are
dealing with several issues when we are dealing with a bill of a dangerous nature
like this bill.

One of our colleagues on the "Opposition Benches"—which we are termed so
often—brought up and emphasized the question of the swiftness of justice. That
was endorsed by an Independent Senator and other contributors. So you see when
our Trinidadian beauty queen was locked up at London's Heathrow Airport,
justice was more than swift. There was expediency. She was dealt with
immediately and there was no question of being incarcerated while pending trial
for five or ten years and then have an abortion of justice because of the delay in
the system.
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action not only by our present Minister of National Security, but by our
lawmakers in both Houses of Parliament.

I can recall some years ago, one of our eminent jurists and now retired Chief
Justice, Sir Isaac Hyatali, had publicly appealed for sweeping changes to some of
our laws, recommending, inter alia, confiscation by the state of individuals’
property or income gained through drug-related activitics, gains which should not
be substantiated legitimately. He cven, quite rightly, in my opinion, went so far as
to suggest the imposition of life imprisonment in certain circumstances involving
drug dealers. But his call was completely ignored by the powers that be. What a
real pity! For today, we secem to be paying the price. Again, some time later, and
fairly repeatedly after his initial appeal, our present Chief Justice, Clinton
Bernard, strongly advocated law reform in several areas, particularly relative to
bailable and

non-bailable offences for certain categories of criminals and crimes. But after a
loud, hue and cry by a minuscule minority, once again such a serious matter
continues to drag along over the years; or possibly has been confined to the
flames by those in authonity to effect change.

The time has now come to ask precisely, where is this nation heading with its
continuous ¢scalation of almost every imaginable type of crime and violence? To
g0 back momentarily to the proposed system, this should be implemented in such
a way as to provide for speedy trial and the administering of the appropriate kind
of penalty on those found guilty, a penalty that would also act as a deterrent. All
offences falling under this system should be non-bailable with the right of appeal
to a special body appointed specifically for this purpose. Other systems of this
kind, as well as that of Jamaica, can be studied in detail and the changes made, if
necessary, by a special panel of our top jurists. But this must be done without any
delay whatsoever in the process.

“As we delve further into some of the types of crimes which are becoming
more commonplace, one that strikes me immediately is the most recent case
of the slaving of Gerald Stone."

That was a very brutal slaying at the time. That was an incident that really
motivated me, among others, to write this letter.

"Moments before his death, he had been returning to his normal routine,
having withdrawn a reportedly substantial sum of money from a Port-of-Spain
bank. Personally, I do not categorize this as a strange or rather unexpected sort
of happening, that is, not as far as the individual is concerncd; but the type of
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information—a fifth of a bottle of whiskey will give more than our 2,200 Keals.,
which is more than our total energy requirements—

Sen. Dr. Sampath: Thank you for giving way. Seeing that my name has been
called, I wish to state categorically that I prefer sugar to alcohol any day.

Sen. Khan: No offence meant, Mr. President, 1 was just pulling his iegs as a
very good friend.

A fifth of a bottle of whiskey will give more than 2,200 Kcals., which is more
than our total energy requirements when the body is at rest. Hence even if we do
not eat our food containing proteins, carbohydrates, fats, vitamins and minerals,

we can still get all our energy requirements from alcohol alone, at the expense,
however, of severe deficiencies of proteins, vitamins, minerals, ef cefera. Alcohol
18 not a stimulant. It only provides calories and dulls the consciousness of fatiguc.
Many people are not aware of these facts,

In Government hospitals, Mr. President, one oul of every two patients
occupies a bed because of alcohol-related problems, while, on the street, one out
of every five persons has problems because either he drinks or because somcone
clsc dninks. Accidents at work, and the home and during sporting cvents are more
frequently related to alcohol consumption than is widely recognized. These are
facts which we do not really recognize; we brush them aside too casily. The death
rate, Mr. President, for non-alcoholics—this is fantastic news—is 250 per cent
less than those expected for alcoholics,

Alcohol is estimated to be responsible for 28,000 deaths per year in the United
Kingdom. These statistics are taken from the British Medical Journal, Volume
302, titled, "Waming: Alcohol Can Damage Your Health”, page 679, dated March
23, 1991. So these statistics which | am providing are not spurious, Mr. President.

Alcohol is involved in three out of every four cases of homicides; two out of
every three cases of unsuccessful suicide attempts; one out of every three cases of
successful suicides; one in two cases of rape, including incest; threc out of four
cases of robbery with violence; one in two cases of family quarrels and brawls:
also, in many cases of child abuse, divorce, head injuries, et cetera. L] West
Edition, "Alcohol and Related Problems”, the American Assembly, Columbia
University, Prentice Hall Incorporated, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1984. A-
class statistics, indubitable.

234



13

Dangerous Drugs Bill Wednesday, August 28, 1991
[SEN. KHAN]

Alcohol and gasoline, Mr. President, is a more deadly mixture than most of us
recogmize.

Mr. President: Sorry to interrupt your intoxicating address, but your speaking
time has cxpired.

Motion made, That the hon. Scnator’s specaking time be extended by 15
minutes. [Sen. J. Spence]

Question put and agreed lo.

Sen. Khan: Alcohol and gasoline is a deadly mixture. A car in the hands of a
drunken driver is as deadly as a revolver in the hands of a killer, Death due to

traffic accidents is the single largest health hazard of the youth. Approximately 75
per cent of the car drivers have heen drinking before the accident. In them, the
vehicular accidents are due to the delay in reaction time, slower reflexes, and loss
of judgment. Safety of others may depend on one or two persons in control, and
hence, the following jobs demand extra care and sobriety, for example: Bus
operators, airlinc pilots, taxi drivers, surgeons on call—in fact, all doctors at all
times whether on duty or not, firc fighters, police, babysitters. These are only a
few to mention. Commercial airlines forbid alcohol or the use of alcohol by pilots
within eight hours of flight time.

For the benefit of this Senate, 1 would like to discuss a few hints as to where
and how alcoholism begins and how it is perpetuated throughout life. One,
alcoholism may begin in the womb for no fault of the foctus. The mother drinks
the alcohol and the poor unbomn child in the womb gets the first taste of it. The
baby may be bomn suffering from the withdrawal effects of alcohol, Foetal
Alcohol Syndrome, or may be born with congenital abnormalities. Two, the child
grows up. With the first attack of fever or influenza, the parents give the child a
shot of brandy. Three, the child comes home from school and watches television
and what does the child see? He sces alcoholic beverages outnumbering other
beverages; he sees young characters eager to start drinking; he sees older people
resembling his parents, teachers, and elders who grab the bottle before it is served.
He watches a sporting programme, for example, car rallies, football, ef cerera, and
he finds that alcohol is heavily advertised on the walls, on clothing, with brand
names and attractive logos. He begins to associate excellent performance in sports
with the use of alcohol. The message to the public on the television media in
many instances, therefore, portrays that drinking alcohol could make them
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five or six drinks affect co-ordination; seven or eight drinks cause imbalance; and
10 or more drinks affect the vital senses in the medulla causing coma.

4.10 p.m.

Legal intoxication is a blood alcohol level of 0.15 per cent, as a result of
approximately five drinks, causing slurred speech, blurred vision and impaired
physical control. For each one-hour time lapse, blood alcohol concentration falls
by 0.15 per cent or approximately one drink. This is taken from D. A. Girdana &
D. Dusek Editions "Drug Education" Third Edition, Asdidon-Wesley Publishing
Company, Massachusettes. Pages 55—89 (1980).

With continued use, alcohol produces disease in virtually each and every

organ of the body, for example, liver, heart, brain, pancreas, sex glands, immune
systems, and so forth.

Mr,Plﬁidmeithﬂzeﬁmeleﬁnmydisposa],lwouldliketnmahjustn
few recommendations. Some of us in this Senate may find that 1 am an
unreasonable individual, but be that as it may, reason and logic prevails amongst
the majority. [ wish to recommend the following:

1. That Government agencies, the private sector and the voluntary

organizations must all put forth combined efforts in campaigning against
alcohol.

2. Encourage development of coffee and teashops, soft drink industry,
sporting programmes and other places that can provide alternative to
drinking alcohol. For example, the establishment of community centres in
various districts.

Experimentation begins with tobacco and alcohol, the age for tobacco being 11
years and for alcohol, 12 years. Tobacco should be prohibited in schools. There is
alawfc}rﬂmtrightmw,butﬂ:euseoftobminmhmlsisvuyrmpmt.
Tobacco is a gateway drug to alcohol, marijuana and other drugs.

3. Make it difficult for the average person to indulge in alcohol by:

(a) increasing the price of alcoholic beverages to unaffordable levels. The
number of traffic accidents decreases proportionately with the increase
in the price of alcoholic beverages. Banning alcohol in the advertising
media, press, radio, sporting events, and the TV. Some countries such
as, Egypt and Cuba have banned all public advertising of alcohol.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS

Sen. Alloy Lequay: Mr. President. before we do Government Business.
nerhaps. we should take the resolution on page 6.

Question put and agreed 1o,
SPECIAL OLYMPICS CORPORATION (INC'N) BILL
Adoption

Sen. Leonard Bradshaw: Mr. President. this 15 a report of the Special Select
(Commirtee of the Senate appointed to consider and report on a private bill entitled
an Act for the incorporation of the Trimdad and Tobago Special Olvimpics
Corporation and matters incidental thereto.

Your commitiee comprising Sen. Neii Bhagan, Sen. Salisha Baksh. 5en
l.ouise Horne and mysalf was appointed on Tuesday. April 30. 1991 Qur
commitice held one meeting on Tuesday. June 1i, 1991. Your commuiiee
examined the promoters representing the organization and from the oral evidence
ruken. your committee was satisfied as to the facts and allegations presented, 2nd
any doubts held by your committee were dispensed

| beg to movwe that the report be accepied by the Senate subject to amendments
isted m the Appendix.

(westion proposed

Question put and agreed 1o,

Report adopred.

Question put and agreed ro, That the bill be now read the third time.
Bill accordingly read the third time and passed

NATIONAL TRUST BILL
[SEcoND Day ]
Order read for resuming adjourned debate on question {June 11, 19901
That the bill be now read a second time.
Question.again proposéd.

Sen. Haji Ralph Kban: , Mr. President. | wish to preface my remarks by
staung that a bl of this kind cries out for support; not only the support of a few
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passed so that the intentions of the bill would serve the purposes for which it was
legislated?

Whenever we have to deal with legislation of this type. irrespective of the side
of the House from which it emanates, the aforementioned are invariably some of
the salient and the more pertinent questions and issues which without doubt must
be addressed. and addressed without prejudice to anyone. Most of us fully
recognize that whether we like it or not, governments would come and
governments would go. But as a citizen of this country and as a born Southerner,
in particular, generally speaking. one who has for many decades witnessed the dire
contempt with which South and Southerners have been treated by previous
Governments in the past. despite the fact that the bulk of the revenue of this
country is derived from the South from various sources. this to me is a matter of
deep concern.

In the interest of time however. | shall. in my contribution, confine my
comments to all the places of interest. particularly in the southern districts. mainly
because of that particular reason and because of the neglect which I have seen over
the years. This I say without any prejudice and | shall try in my contribution to
accentuate these areas in order that we might be able to preserve, restore and
protect some of the south-based places of interest. the scenes of interest with their
own marks of historical significance and the national heritage which quite
obviously would fall under the administration and the control of the National Trust
if my recommendations are given the credibility which, to my mind. they so very
well deserve. whether it is now or in the future.

Following are some of the outstanding historical areas of our national heritage
which I wish to advocate should be addressed by this Government. Bearing in
mind Mr. President, our depleted economic and physical resources, | recommend
the different types of approaches to different areas in the restoration of these
places of imerest. As | go along, I shall enumerate them one by one.

Firstly, I shall deal with the Palmiste Estate. The Palmiste Estate which is well-
known to all of us, has a history that takes us back to the period of the famous
Cedula of Population which was an agreement between the last Spanish Governor,
Chacon and a French planter from Martinique named Rose de St. Laurent. Others
came from France after the French revolution: yet others came from Haiti after the
Haitian revolution of 1791.
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Dr. Raumbachan: Mr. President. on a point of mformation. Having discovered
it was mortgaged. [ have approached the Nauonal Property  Development
Company and they have given permission 1o allow the development of the 40
acres. Mo a botanical garden. Liven at this stage. 1 am in conversation with the
Ministry of Environment uand National Service to huve a national service
programme put inte place in order 1o develop the pasture.

Sen. Haji Khan: Mr. President. that is news 1o me and probably that is one of
the basic. fundamental reasons this Government is losing favour with the public.
The public 1s unaware of the developments of the Governnwnt. [Interruption|
Time will tell. dear Senator. 1 am not a prophet: 1 do not want to usurp the
function. | do not behieve in hypoerisy. Probably if this was revealed 1o the public.
they would have appreciated 1t and | would not have come here and wasted
vitluable time ol the Senators. It is not one of my characteristics to create mischief.

Sen. Furness-Smith: | um very prateful for the Senator giving way. ‘The
Nationa! Insurance Property Development Company was mentioned by the hon.
Minister. as having lent money for this purpose. | wonder whether he 15 aware that
the money in question is Government’s money. as the Senator seems o be under
the impression. or the money of the people through the National Insurance Board
of which the National Insurance Property Development Company purports 1o be u
subsidiary.

Sen. Haji Khan: Mr. President. vou. voursell would recogmye that question
puls me in a very awkward position. 1 am not on the Government side and 1 am
not privy to such information. Unfortunately. | cannot answer that guestion and
perhaps with your permission. be could direet the guestion to the hon. Senator
who gave an explanation when 1 think he might bave been ashing a guestion
nstead: obviously he would like to answer the question.

Mr. President: If the Minister desires to give way.

Sen. Haji Khan: He cannot answer that one, vou see. Mr. President, thank
you very much.

As | was suving. however. again it comes back to the question of all the
taxpayers’ moneys that are owed all over in so many different arcas and there ure
so many encumbrances which | hinted about in my last contribution. Where do we
[ind money to do all these things? In my preamble. 1 asked: How can we possibly
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about that. We have historians here, some would know but the majority would not
know. It was at the Point-a-Pierre Bridge in Marabella, for the benefit of those
who do not know. It was on this site that a duel between the slaves and their
masters took place: it was at the Guaracara River that the slaves used to come up
in order to get their vital supplies and | am not referring to “Crix™. by the way.

What have we done with places like these? 1 am not talking about erecting
lurge monuments that take up acres of land and take up all the finances that we do
not have. Therefore. this site, in my view. should be recognized and become u
permanent part of the struggle of emancipation. We hear so much talk about
emancipation which is something that we hear and read about worldwide: we study
about it and it is of great universal importance to mankind. Why can we not give
things like these one single thought to be able to recreate situations like these so
that people would recognize that these are the struggles that we went through to
reach where we are today?

[ shall move on to number four. [ want to make reference to what is commonly
known as Strikers Village in Point Fortin. [t is my understanding—I am subject 1o
correction—that the name of Strikers Village is due for change by the current
Government. [Interruption] That will be answered at a later stage.

Sen. Bradshaw: Mr. President. 1 would like to inform the Senator that the
place that was once known as Strikers Village, was never officially known by that
name and is now officially known as New Settlement.

Sen. Haji Khan: Mr. President, that is the reason I am bringing up this point.
You will get my answer to that. This area today is populated predominantly by
thousands of oil workers who have had their origin at the time of the Butler strike
in 1946. When they returned from Port of Spain to Point Fortin, they settled in this
particular area, resulting in what has now become a very large housing
development.

It is being rumoured that a name-change is being comtemplated for this village.
I am repeating this because you have heard it for yourself. But since this represents
the struggle of labour. which is an integral part of the history of this country, and
the struggles of the people. there should be no attempt in my view, to seek to
change the name of that village because of its historical significance. Rather. we
should seek 1o preserve. and il we are, according to the terms of reference of the
bill which is before us for debate, are we seeking to preserve our national heritage
or are we sitting here and planning to destroy our national heritage? That is what
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the national trust but where is the trust and confidence to administer the trust that
we are talking about, which to me is of paramount importance?

2,35 p.m.

Mr. President, I shall move on to another point.

Dr. Rambachan: Are you referring to the Paradise Civic Centre?
Sen. Haji Khan: Yes Sir.

Dr. Rambachan: Does the honourable Senator have in his possession a
inventory of what was handed over before he mukes the accusation or the
statement which he has made? Has he gol an inventory to say that X, Y, and Z
were handed over?

Sen. Haji Khan: Time will not permit me to go into the inventory but what |
am telling vou today and what 1 am saying is concrete. | have the evidence to say
what 1 am saying. If time permits | will produce this. I am saying this so that you
can look into the matter. That is why 1 am bringing this to the attention of the
House. 1 am mentioning this so that the matter can be looked into.

Mr. President: Let us have some order please! The Member is entitled to suy
what he wants to say at this stage. If anybody disagrees he will have the
opportunity to get up and refute what he has said.

Sen. Haji Khan: I am not imputing dishonesty on the part of anyone here. |
am not inferring that anyone here is dishonest. Whether they are or not, I am not
saying that.

| am drawing to the attention of the powers that be that there is something
wrong and being in authority, the matter should be addressed. For convemence,
people always interpret things as they want. As I said in my last contribution,
whatever is said on this side is always misconstrued as being. you are on the
opposition side, so whatever is said, is said for the purpose of opposing. I am not
here for that. I believe in realism.

Sen. Rampersad: Having listened to the statement—and | am grateful to the
hon. Senator—are you accusing the public servants of not acting in the proper
interest of the residents of Trinidad and Tobugo, San Fernando in particular?

Sen. Haji Khan: | believe 1 have already clarified that point. so I shall move
on beyond that.
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the national trust but where is the trust and confidence to administer the trust that
we are talking about. which to me is of paramount importance”?

2.35 p.m.

Mr. President. 1 shall move on to another point.

Dr. Rambachan: Are you referring to the Paradise Civic Centre?
Sen. Haji Khan: Yes Sir.

Dr. Rambachan: Does the honourable Senator have in his possession a
inventory of what was handed over before he makes the accusation or the
stutement which he has made? Has he got an inventory to say that X, Y, and Z
were handed over?

Sen. Haji Khan: Time will not permit me to go into the inventory but what [
am telling you today and what I am saying is concrete. 1 have the evidence to say
what T am saying. If time permits | will produce this. [ am saying this so that you
can look into the matter. That is why I am bringing this to the attention of the
House. 1 am mentioning this so that the matter can be looked into.

Mr. President: Let us have some order please! The Member is entitled to say
what he wants to say at this stage. If anybody disagrees he will have the
opportunity to get up and refute what he has said.

Sen. Haji Khan: | am not imputing dishonesty on the part of anyone here. |
am not inferring that anyone here is dishonest. Whether they are or not, | am not
saying that.

| am drawing to the attention of the powers that be that there is something
wrong and being in authority, the matter should be addressed. For convenience.
people always interpret things as they want. As | said in my last contribution,
whatever is said on this side is always misconstrued as being. you are on the
opposition side, so whatever is said, is said for the purpose of opposing. I am not
here for that. [ believe in realism.

Sen. Rampersad: Having listened to the statement—and 1 am grateful to the
hon. Senator—are you accusing the public servants of not acting in the proper
interest of the residents of Trinidad and Tobago, Sun Fernando in particular?

Sen. Haji Khan: [ believe | have already clarified that point. so [ shall move
on beyond that.
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I was talking about Farallon Island. How many here will know about Farallon
Island? This is a small island on the sea coast of San Fernando in the Gulf of Paria,
just way off the wharves in San Fernando. There is a beautiful house there which
was left generations ago. As a college boy. there were private entrepreneurs who
used to take people for boat rides there and make it a thriving busincss. Today, it
has been allowed to disintegrate and we talk about tourism: the Tourism Minister
is here, that is why | am talking about these things. You do not get hot when
people are telling you the facts that will help. I am telling you things that you could
address and make the country better.

I am talking aboul over 40 years ago. There were outings, excursions and even
weddings took place in that building. It was a very famous resort. It was a money-
making enterprise. It was a money spinner. a very thriving business. We talk about
making money and gencrating income and we are throwing away money and
seeing no money coming in, It is a one-way street. Whilst we are talking about
promoting tourism, why can we not give priority to projects like this one which
would necessitute only a bare minimum of capital. which would generate income
and continue to generate income, whilst at the same time providing the potential
for earning. not only local but also foreign income? It is a place of great interest
and great historical significance. That is for who knows.

Do you want to waste some of my time?

Sen. Rampersad: Yes please. Thank you very much for giving way. 1 just
want to find out what kind of advice along these lines you gave the former
Minister of Tourism.

Sen. Haji Khan: Mr, President, with due respect to you, | have heard you say
before, do not go into this House and that House and this Minister and that
Minister’s business. 1 do not know if they are trying to set me up here. | will not
delve into that area. Deliberately, I shall avoid that kind of scenario. | will not get
rough with them. I shall continue with my contribution.

I shall move on now to another area that needs looking into. We always hear
about “Moruga fete”. People know about Moruga. It is known by another
techmical name that many here may not know. You hear about the Columbus
South Coast Visit, the historical name. |lnterruprion] 1 do not want to go into all
of that. My time will run out just now. We are dealing with very important issues. |
would say that because of its historical signilicance, for 25 years now the people of
Moruga have preserved this event with great pomp as we all know, with great
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pageantry and drama. Not only should this event be restored. but in addition. un
appropriate permanent fixture should be erected in commemoration of this most
significant landmark in the history of Trinidad and Tohago.

This is my recommendation to you, | um not quarrelling with you. I am giving
you some ideas you could build upon. 1 am not against you. | shall move on
becuuse time is running out and | see what is happening.

I shall move on now to another area which [ believe would be of remendous
interest. not only 10 the people of this country. but in future it could develop mto
something of international interest. 1 will classify that as & Transportation Museum,
and 1 shall explain what [ mean by that terminology. Now that the Public Transport
Service Corporation has built a new terminal building at King's Wharf in San
Fernando. the old Trinidad Government Railway Building should be made nto a
Transportation Muscum. The building is already there: it is the property of the
public of Trinidad and Tobago: it is a solid building which was constructed by
people who knew what they were doing and can last for many more years (o come.
If this is done. it is my considered view. that we can bring back the legend of what
was known as the Cipero Tramway.

Dr. Rambachan: That is a good pomt.

Sen. Haji Khan: All the points are good but you see what you like. You only
like to hear what you wint.

Serting up this Transportation Museum. by utilizing u building which already
exists. not where we have to expend @ voluminous sum of money which we do not
have. 10 create a structure of that Type. but it is already there. It depends on the
foresight or the lack of foresight, When you are tulking something with sense und
people do not listen. how will they know the ideas you are giving them? You see.
“when i man knows everything” he does not take any ideas, You are throw g
waler on a duck’s buck,

I was tudhing about & Transportation Museun and it is my considered view that
the recreation of such o system would undoubtedly be a tremendous money
spinner, since most of today's gencrations would. out of sheer curiosity. flock 10
see the systemn because of its novelty, as well as to share in the past history of the
couniry.
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Sen. Haji Khan: Mr. President. 1 shall now move on to what might be a more

complex area but a much more important area which undoubtedly would add to
the historical significance of the whole nation, and that is a permanent exhibition
site at Union Park. In my view., Union Park Estate should be acquired by
Government and made into a permanent exhibition site. This site can be subdivided
into four quadrants, representing the following areas of activity:

§:

b

Historical: This aspect should cater for a museum which would reflect our
economic history: for example. our operations in the production of sugar. oil,
asphalt, cement and other basic products.

Economic: This would be an area used expressly for the purpose of displaying
our locally available and marketable manufactured goods and services.
marketable both locally and in foreign markets.

Human: An arca exemplifying our great national heros and. for example.
Adrian Cola Reinzi and Tubal Uriah "Buzz" Butler, and many others, so that
our upcoming generations would be able to follow the historical achievements
and successes of these giants of the past and be inspired to move forward and
to achieve greater successes in their own lives and. by extension. those
achievements can redound to the credit und the benefit of the entire society in
general. So this is an area where we can serve 10 inspire our youths further,
despite the attempts that are being made.

Production: In this area, Mr. President, | suggest that we set up cotlage
industries. I know the Government has embarked upon that area already. |
have given credit to this Government for the things that it is doing when it
deserves credit. and | will continue to do so. In my view, cottage industries can
be set up here and other local handicrafts could be displayed here; other
indigenous type of crafts of various kinds. So at one locality we can have on
exhibition an array of products of every type and kind manufactured and
offerable by this community, both to the local and the foreign public and
markets. and this can serve not only as a great show-piece, but il can. in my
view, attract a great degree of foreign exchange, which is an area that we musl
always be concerned about. particularly in these times of our dependent
economy.

I am going over now to what is known to a few of us here us the "Merikin

Village” in Moruga. People hear about Fifth Company, Sixth Company, one
company, this company: they do not know what it is all about. They do not know
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Sen. Spence: While what the hon. Senator may be saying is true, I think
Senators will recall that on that occasion the Minister of Culture, Sport and Youth
Affairs stated that the environmental bill had come to both Houses of Parliament.
It seems to me that if we are in the position where a Government Minister. a
Member of Cabinet, does not know that a bill as important as that on the
environment has not come to both Houses of Parliament, it behoves us on every
occasion to emphasize as much as we can matters to do with the environment. So 1
think that the hon. Senator is misplaced in suggesting that we should not have
dealth with the environment.

On Saturday last | went 10 a discussion on the environment and 1 could not
help remembering that intervention on the part of the hon. Minister which certainly
horrified me.

Dr. Sampath: Mr. President. I thank the hon. Senator for his very kind
remarks, and the only point | am making here is that much more time could have
been spent in a debate on the bill and not so much on the environment. But I thank
Sen. Spence for his remarks.

3.00 p.m.

However. these hon. Senators in the Opposition were here at the time when I
referred to the effect of the motor-car industry on the environment. In fact. |
referred to the motor-car industry and its effect on the environment as they are
producing corridors of death. 1 remember making that statement very clearly. Yel.
although they were here, they felt it necessary again to refer to the sulphur-oxides
and nitrogen-oxides and so on. Again, repetition.

Of course. Sen. Deosaran who is not here today. also referred at length to the
environment. but 1 must say he did it much more elegantly than the Members of
the Opposition.

| thank Sen. Haji Ralph Khan for his very kind reference to myself and my
interest in forestry and so on. There were many interruptions when he was
speaking. Like him. I (0o, am a San Fernandian. In fact, I was born in San
Fernando, and 1 spent many hours, when | was working at the hospital in San
Fernando, trying to locate the spot where [ was born in the San Fernando Hospital.
My navel string is buried in the San Fernando Hospital grounds and. like him.
have a great deal of feeling for San Fernando.

255






National Trust Bill Tuesdav, June 18, 1991
|SEN. SAMPATH|

As a matter of fact, 1 remember clearly in the early 1950s when at one of the
Naparima College Old Boys' functions, our guest speaker was no less a person
than Eric Williams. 1 had the honour of moving a vote of thanks for him, and |
made reference to the rape of the hill which was proceeding posthaste. with gay
abandon at that time. The hill was being cut down and thousands of tonnes of the
material were being removed from the hill. At that function, I had the opportunity
of pointing this out and hoping that this landmark would have been preserved. This
Government has in fact put an end to that and is restoring the hill.

He has mentioned Broadway. 1 wonder how many people know why it is a
Broadway. It is the tramline that Sen. Khan has referred to. The tramline used to
run in the centre and there were two roads on either side. As a matter of fact, as a
boy | remember very well seeing some of the old rails sticking up there. I never
saw the tramway myself but 1 saw some of the rails from the tramway still present.
The colonial government filled up a lovely cutting where | used to walk from
Naparima College to the library, down in the flat; from Broadway right down 10
High Street. This cannot be done anymore because, in their wisdom, the colonial
government filled that in to build the new hospital. To my mind, that should have
been lefi as a landmark, and maybe a tunnel made for passing through.

Flatrock is another site which has been taken over by the Naparima Alumni to
keep as a spot there. At present, the Reform factory is being used by the
Government, and there are plans to make that into a sugar museum. The Senator
did refer to that.

I have a photograph of the old Les Efforts Pond. a photograph which shows
San Fernando Hill. and there is a lodge in the background to pinpoint it. That is
something which has not been preserved: it has gone. Dr. Robert Gunness who
was 4 friend of mine had a house somewhere there. and he said to me. "Martin.
why do you not drop in after the meeting and have a drink with me?" [ said,
"Where do you live?" He said, "I live at the lowest point of the Les Efforts Pond.”
He did not need to say anything else. | knew exactly where it was. That place was
filled up and made into a housing development. [ um sure if the present
Government was in power at that time it would have prevented that, and preserved
this pond as a landmark.

We. the present Government, have done many things. We have not forgotien
that landmarks are 1o be preserved. For example, the Non Pariel Estate. You have
heard of this estate. There was an old plantation house in this estate and Dr. Allen
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Siddig Ahmad Nasir. B.A., LLB, M.Ed.

Haji Ralph D. Khan has given a lifetime of devoted service to Trinidad and Tobago in the areas of religion,
culture and business. As a gifted and versatile Singer, Ralph has performed with distinction at Trinidad Music
festivals. Also, his rendering of Qaseedahs (Islamic Songs) is exceptional and his response to community needs
has always been compassionate. Haji Ralph Khan is a visionary and an exemplar of good thoughts and noble
deeds.

Hans Hanomansingh
Communications Specialist



