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eleven yvears from 1977. The admirable open-ness of his mind enables him to serve
as an Executive member of the National Council of Indian Culture and to
participate in a wide range of cultural activities, even the arrangement of Carnival
festivities. His life therefore is a model of personal adjustment to the realities of
the society whilst simultaneously holding on to the core values of Islam.

Adding greater worth to this biography is the detailed analysis of Ralph Khan's
political career. Not satisfied with being a mere bystander and armchair critic,
Ralph Khan boldly entered the political fray by accepting a Senatorial
appointment in the parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in 1990.
When we consider his many solid contributions to debate in that Upper House we
have to pause in wonder that all of this was achieved in a one-year stint in the
Senate. As the press cuttings and Hansard records indicate, Senator Khan covered
a diverse range of issues ranging from the need for constitutional reform to the
scourge of drug addiction. He spoke of the pressing need to preserve heritage sites
and of the urgency of preventing child abuse; he was a strong advocate of the up-
grading of the status of Justices of the Peace and of the benefits of faith-based
education. His speeches and letters are all reflective of learned research buttressed
in deep thought. Most of the problems of which he spoke are very present up to
our own time and we now need to re-visit the suggestions presented by Senator
Khan.

All of these activities mentioned thus far, would indicate a full life with little room
for other activities. However, the subject of this biography was always full of
energy, always dreaming new dreams, constantly seeking to live life to the lees.
He has organized trips to Saudi Arabia to perform the Hajj and to meet Saudi
royalty. North America and Europe are regularly on his itinerary so that when he
gives travel advice to clients, he knows whereof he speaks. This has been a major
reason for the success of his travel agency. Additionally, a lifetime in the
insurance industry renders him a mine of experience and information to the
national community. As the appendices show, his correspondence list is equally
impressive and the photographs portray a past and present era that needs to be
recorded for posterity. This biography is a useful slice of our nation’s history.

Brinsley Samaroo

Professor of History
University of the West Indies
St. Augustine Campus

May, 2006
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Qur’an

Ramadan

sarangi
Sheik/Shaikh

shura

tawhad/
tawheed
Umra/Umrah

The Word of Allah, revealed to Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.)
and preserved by God from any  changes,
additions, deletions, or distortion. It is used by Muslims
throughout the world in their daily prayers and in religious
functions

The 9™ Islamic month in which fasting is compulsory on
Muslims. Exceptions are provided

A stringed instrument used by Indians

Title of respect bestowed on someone who has studied Shaykh
Islam in those countries (e.g. Egypt and Saudi Arabia)
Consultation.

Unity/oneness of God

The lesser of the two pilgrimages (not compulsory). May be
performed at any time of the year
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INTRODUCTION

HAJI RALPH DASTOOR KHAN J. P. (b. August 3, 1929) has made a sterling
contribution to social life in his community. From 1956 to the present, he served in
various capacities and at different levels of the community enrichening and
inspiring not just the Muslim community but the nation as a whole.

He is the fifth of ten children born to Baraichee Ahmed Khan (1899-1975) -
teacher, cane-farming superintendent, social worker, bee-keeper and Registrar of
Births and Deaths, and his wife Subrattan, nee Mohammed (1906-1969). The
Khans lived at Picton Street, Diamond Village, in suburban San Fernando, where
all ten children were born. On August 3, 1968 Ralph married Jennifer Mohammed
from Williamsville, employed as a stenotypist at Ste. Madeleine Sugar Company
Limited and some time later as a departmental secretary at Caroni (1975) Limited.
They have two children, Nadeira, b. June 10, 1970 and Imran, b. June 12, 1976.

Haji Ralph Khan’s life can be divided into specific spheres, each contributing to
the development of mind and spirit which are pivotal to the evolution of character.
The people, places, and events which have influenced his life, and indeed, which
he himself has influenced, remains quite varied and fascinating. From his humble
beginnings as a community worker at Diamond Village, and a successful and
outstanding Insurance Executive, he later assumed several important roles, that of
Public Relations Officer of the Anjuman Sunnat-ul-Jamaat Association
Incorporated of Trinidad and Tobago, Member of the Upper House of Parliament
(the Senate), Executive Member of the National Council of Indian Culture
(NCIC), Deputy Chairman of the state-appointed board of “SHARE” (Social Help
and Rehabilitative Efforts) for five and a half years, President of the Justices of the
Peace Association of Trinidad and Tobago, Secretary/Director of the Hay
Ruknuddeen Institute of Islamic Studies, and social worker extraordinaire. Indeed,
Ralph Dastoor Khan has not just been a man of the people but a man for all
seasons.
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Photograph of Ralph Khan in typical business attire (wearing
bowtie - quite fashionable during that era) during his youthful
years, newly inducted into the life insurance industr& with the
Canada Life Assurance Company of Canada on the 24™ February
1960. Photo: Courtesy Victor’s Studio



CHAPTER 1

His Early Life

Ralph Khan grew up in the rural close-knit community of Picton, Diamond
Village, in suburban San Fernando, dominated by the sugar industry. Many
families were inter-related and the community spirited neighbours who sought the
welfare of one another, had a formidable influence on the young Ralph.

More importantly, his parents were his first role models as social/community
workers. A first generation descendant of an East Indian indentured immigrant,
Baraichee Ahmed Khan, popularly called “Massa” due to the lofty position he
occupied in the community during the colonial era, (riding a horse provided by his
company and wearing a cork-hat while visiting the plantations) left school at the
age of fifteen (15) to become a primary school teacher at a salary of two dollars
($2.00) per month. After leaving this job - in order to help his younger siblings -
he was later employed at the Ste. Madeline Sugar Company Limited as a
Bookkeeper but was some time afterwards promoted as the company’s Cane
Farming Superintendent, a position he held until his retirement at the age of sixty
five (65). In this capacity, the elder Khan dealt with farmers, negotiated contracts,
checked scales, as well as overseered land distribution to tenants and farmers on
behalf of the company.

Community service was very important to Baraichee Khan who served as
President of the Diamond Village Council for several years. He also presided at
village council affairs incorporating the Principal and staff of the only school in
the community, the Picton Presbyterian School, in the various activities of the
council, and assisted villagers in several communal projects. Indeed, in
recognition of his dedication and commitment to the society, complemented by his
honesty and integrity, he was appointed by the then colonial govenment as a
member of the Victoria County Council (now the Princes Town Regional
Corporation) where he served for several consecutive terms during the late fifties
up to the mid sixties. He also served for many years as a member of the Old Age
Pension and Poor Relief Boards appointed by governnment and, as a Justice of the
Peace for the County of Victoria as well.

F

Ralph’s mother, Subrattan, worked tirelessly bringing up her ten (10) children and
also as a community leader, assisting in village folk weddings, village council
affairs (for which she prepared all the refreshments) and other various women’s

i






worked as a teacher at the Lengua Islamia School before taking early retirement
and migrating to the United States as well where he is now a real estate developer.
Dudley Ayoub Khan, the youngest of the six brothers, initially taught at the
Lengua Islamia School, then taught Spanish at the Penal Junior Secondary School
before taking early retirement as well and migrating to the United States of
America where he continues to teach Spanish to this day. With specific reference
to his sisters’ various vocational pursuits during that era, when young East Indian
women were rarely ever allowed to seek gainful employment, it is both
noteworthy and significant to record the liberal views and open-mindedness of
Ralph’s parents.

5 - . e T
Haji Ralph Khan's revered parents Mr. Baraichee Ahmed Khan and
Mrs. Subrattan Khan (both deceased) in photograph taken on the
day of their son Ralph’s marriage to Jennifer on the 3rd. August,
1968. Photo: Courtesy Wong’s Photo Studio
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Of all his siblings, Ralph claims to have been particularly close to his elder brother
Gilbert, born just before him. They often exchanged clothing and enjoyed
befuddling people about their identity (which to them was a source of great fun).
They toured the country on their racing bicycles as well as exercised together in
their gym at home. Shared activities like these with his family and community
members fostered in Ralph Khan a deep sense of the basic humanity and spiritual
oneness shared by all individuals. This was the genesis of his caring and sharing
attitude which. would influence his commitment to social welfare and his
dedication to community service later on. He seems to have been attracted to
social work early in life because he understood from an early age that the purpose
of life is not for us to impress other people and make them feel good about us.
Rather, he recognized the real issue is to nurture and develop strength of character
and compassion which allow us to treat ourselves and others in a consistently
positive way, based upon the company we are in.

At a very young age, Ralph also enjoyed some very exciting and interesting
moments having to read the newspaper (the Trinidad Guardian) to villagers who
would assemble at his father’s home for this purpose, his father being one of the
very miniscule number of subscribers to a newspaper during that era, especially
more so, during the period of the Second World War. This occurred at a time
when basic food items were rationed and were only handed out to individuals on
the presentation of their ration cards. Incidentally, Ralph was also a victim of this
horrible scenario having to line up for basic foodstuff.

Ralph Khan received his early primary education at Picton Canadian Mission
School (now Picton Presbyterian School). On leaving the school, he taught there
as a pupil teacher for two years then left to attend Naparima College where he paid
a stipend of sixteen dollars ($16.00) per term since the school at that time was a
state aided Presbyterian institution administered by the Canadian Mission. But,
education for Ralph was not confined to the four walls of the school. The domestic
duties he performed gave him the discipline, and provided him with challenges
which promoted his holistic development as an individual.

While at school, he assisted in rearing goats, ducks, cattle, rabbits, pigeons,
turkeys, chickens etc. to satisfy the needs of his household and to subsidize his

family’s income, but more so, to help himself financially in the process. The
family enjoyed neither the privilege nor the luxury of a pipe-borne water supply so
Ralph and his brothers built “box carts” to facilitate themselves with their
domestic supplies. Often, he and his elder brother Gilbert would enter and win






At primary school, Ralph was instructed in Reading, Writing, Arithmetic (as it
was then called), Penmanship, Hygiene, Nature Studies and Gardening. But apart
from academics, students were engaged in a number of co-curricular activities;
one of which was cricket. During that era, Ralph recalls, every neighbouring
school was equipped with a cricket ground; engaged in inter-school cricket rivalry
and, it is from this area that the world famous spin bowler Sonny Ramadhin
emerged. At school, on Friday afternoons, classes were usually suspended while
singing, music and drama, were engaged in by all students. The entire afternoon
was exclusively devoted to cultural activities. Ralph also participated in concerts
organized by the school which eventually set the stage for him to become an active
member of the Carnegie Players Drama Group where he played the lead role
besides the popular Joyce Kirton (leader of Les Enfants Dance Group) and others.
The group’s headquarters was the Carnegie Free Library in San Fernando and was
led by Magistrate/Justice George Collymore (now retired).

His Head Teacher, Samuel Ramoutar, was a total disciplinarian, and was very
meticulous about penmanship and this is where Ralph gained his handwriting skill.

The following is a specimen of Ralph’s natural flair for penmanship.

J,ﬁmm acrous mmmm
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Ralph recalls his favorite teachers, George A. Seepaul, who was well liked by
students because of his charming and admirable disposition, and Zetty Carrington
in particular, who taught music as well, and nurtured Ralph’s musical talent by
helping him to discover his ability to sing and giving him the confidence to
perform on stage. Another teacher who was actively engaged in the Friday
sessions and, who positively impacted on Ralph, was Lionel Frank Seukeran
(former legislator) with his fiery oratory and impressive debating skills.

At Naparima College, which he attended between January 1944 to July 1949,
Ralph enjoyed a high degree of camaraderie and collegial support from his peers
and instructors alike, so much so, that he considered it a luxury to have had such
an experience. In many ways, life at Naparima gave him the familial support and
moral resilience so necessary for survival. The Dean of Studies, Mr. Ivan
Bissessar was indeed a strict disciplinarian, and the Principal, Rev. V. B. Walls - a






other siblings continuing to carry on their Islamic work and responsibilities in
various parts of the world wherever they currently reside.

Because of their deep involvement and commitment, Ralph and his siblings
proceeded to read both Arabic and Urdu and learnt from the original texts.
Transliterations had not yet evolved. Members of the mosque including the Imam,
a Punjabi, visited homes regularly by walking in the immediate area/district early
on mornings gammering support for his community, especially for the youth and the
general membership of his congregation. They participated in the various Islamic
religious functions including Meelad-un-Nabi (celebration of the Holy Prophet’s
Birthday), Mi'raj-un-Nabi (ascension of the Holy Prophet), Ramadan (Islamic
month of fasting), Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-al-Adha and several others.

Ralph Khan feels greatly indebted and eternally grateful to the Punjabi Imam
(Muslim Leader from the state of Punjab in India) Syed Mohammed Shah, his
religious mentor, who for several decades, invariably spent the entire month of
Ramadan with his family at Diamond Village until the time of his demise. The
Imam’s death consequently thrust a grave responsibility upon the shoulders of
young Ralph, still in his early twenties, who then had to assume the mantle of
Imam (Muslim Congregational Leader) of the Diamond Village mosque.
Fortunately, the timely training which Ralph had received at the hands of his
mentor had equipped him most admirably and creditably to fulfill such a
challenging role at that critical juncture. History therefore would have recorded
that Ralph has had the honour of serving as one of the youngest Imams ever in
Trinidad and Tobago.

The Diamond Village Mosque where young Ralph in his early twenties officiated
as Imam upon the death of Imam Syed Mohammed Shah.
Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Young Ralph with well groomed and full grown beard in his
early twenties when he officiated as Imam of the Diamond
Village Mosque in suburban San Fernando.

Photo: Courtesy Victor’s Photo Studio
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Ralph (rt.) and three of his brothers from (L-R) Neville Yakub Khan, Vernon Syed
Khan, sister Eva Sakiran Mohammed and Evans Mahmood Khan in Toronto,
Canada, at his eldest sister’s funeral 1987. Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Ralph Khan, President of the Grant Memorial Presbyterian School
P.T.A., addressing the audience at the School’s Graduation Ceremony,
Susamachar Presbyterian Church, San Fernando (1993)

Photo: The Khan Family Album
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CHAPTER I
Working Life

Ralph Khan’s initiation into the life of work was a journey into self-discovery;
since at every step of the process he was presented with new challenges which
invariably strengthened his resolve to carve a niche for himself in his chosen
vocation. Having grown up in an area dominated by the sugar industry, it came as
no surprise then that he worked initially as a cane-weigher for a few months while
awaiting the Cambridge School Certificate results from his Alma Mater, Naparima
College.

Eventually, the young Khan secured credits and passes in seven (7) subjects.
Thereafter, he performed a series of miscellaneous jobs before launching into an
msurance career in which he would excel and leave an indelible mark. Ironically
however, prior to this, every single application forwarded for the two of his most
preferred fields, journalism and life insurance was declined, the latter being the
ensconced domain of the Whites and Chinese to a lesser extent. Ralph later started
work at Trinidad Leaseholds Limited (T.L.L.) at Point-a-Pierre which was later
renamed Texaco Trinidad Incorporated (now Petrotrin).

Initially, he worked there for one (1) year as a Laboratory Assistant at the
company’s Research Laboratory, and some time later, took up an appointment at
the company’s Accounts Department where he spent a little over seven (7) years
as an Accounting Assistant. In this capacity, he operated an accounting machine
and later the hollerith machine which is equivalent to the computer system of
today. With his newfound independence and wage earning capacity, the young
Ralph was able to use some of his finances to purchase an English made ‘Austin
Devon’ motor car. Commuting to and from work therefore became less
burdensome, since prior to this, he had absolutely no choice but to journey to and
from work (Diamond Village to Pointe-a-Pierre and back) daily by bicycle on the
specially provided cycle tracks on each side of the main thoroughfare (now known
as the San Fernando Bypass) come sun or rain. It is interesting to note that during
that era once a worker arrived late for work (fifteen minutes or more) deductions
were made from his earnings notwithstanding weather conditions. Noting that he
was the bona fide and proud owner of a vehicle during such an era, an era when
few people owned vehicles, this in itself reflects a true manifestation of Ralph’s
ambition and sense of independence as a young man.

16









that in the following year 1961 - just one year after - he qualified to attend the
company’s annual convention at lts Head Office in Yonge Street, Toronto,
Canada. Ralph eventually became the company’s Sales Supervisor for South
Trinidad.

The Convention itself can be regarded as a turning point in Ralph’s life. He was
singled out together with an African representative from the U.S.A., James
“Jimmy” Alston of New York, as well as other ethnic representatives from other
parts of the world which the company proudly portrayed as a mini United Nations.
The convention proved to be a great learning experience for Ralph since it gave
him the opportunity to socialize and to fraternize with a wide spectrum of people
from different countries with various religious and cultural backgrounds and
lifestyles. Ralph claims that his foray into and his experiences in the life insurance
industry have completely changed his life, all for the better.

Ralph (3. from rt. partly hidden) and other Canada Life Representatives from
different countries gather for a photo during the Canada Life Assurance
Company's Convention in Toronto, Canada (1961) Photo: The Khan Family
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Ralph (stooping bottom left) in company of officials and other Agents of the
Canada Life Assurance Company in Toronto, Canada, at the company’s Convention
(1961) Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Ralph Khan (Rt.) with another Trinidadian Qualifier Cyril Joseph (Lt.) in the
company of the Chief Executive Officer of the Canada Life Assurance Company at
the company’s Annual Convention in Toronto, Canada (1961)

Photo: The Khan Family Album
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folk could not look over them twenty four (24) hours a day having to work in
order to make a living. Furthermore, he re-assured them that life insurance could
not only secure their wives’ loyalty and interest but also provide them with family
security in old age as well as in the case of premature death or disability. He
therefore brought himself to the people’s level of understanding in order to be a

good insurance salesman. This endeared him to the people, and earned him their
respect.

The late Dr. Ivan A. Perot, Director of RALICO Insurance Services Ltd.
presenting the International Quality Award (IQA) Plaque to Ralph Khan,
Managing Director of RALICO upon his tenth consecutive year of qualification
for this award -1983. Photo: The Khan Family Album
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During the 1960's in spite of independence, the lingering authority of the Whites
remained strongest in the colonial mentality of many Trinidadians, especially
those individuals living in village communities which remained relatively
untouched for some time after 1962. In this regard, Ralph recalls that whenever his
Regional Manager, Alan Outridge, joined him on his weekly visits to the
southland (meeting him at the Royal Hotel in San Fernando), and accompanied
him to the rural communities on their business trips, potential clients were vastly
more accommodating and pleasant to deal with, presumably due to his manager’s
pigmentation. Such was the perception, the outlook and pervading mentality at the
time of “Massa Day.”

When the Canada Life Assurance Company closed its doors in 1965 Ralph joined
American Life and General Insurance Company located at the Tropical Plaza,
Point-a-Pierre. However, his stay there would be short-lived, lasting
approximately six months because of incompatibility with his manager despite
being volume production leader in the Eastern Caribbean for most of that time.
Thereafter, he assumed duties as a Sales Supervisor with the local company West
Indian National Insurance Company Limited (WINSURE) from April 1966 to
March 1970. As supervisor of the south branch his duties were two-fold. While
seeking the interest of agents working at the south branch, he was also expected to
represent the company’s interests as well. But, as Ralph soon discovered, it was
virtually impossible to reconcile both interests.

Eventually, at a meeting held with top management at the Company’s Head Office
in Port of Spain, Ralph officiated as the intermediary for the South agents, who,
for a significant period had been receiving their monthly salary and commissions
late. At that meeting, the Managing Director questioned whether Ralph primarily
sought the interests of the agents or that of the Company. At this point, he
responded by saying that he represented both the agents as well as the company.
Soon after, this led to a conscious decision on his part to leave the Company since
he felt convinced that the company was no longer operating in the best interest of
the community.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, during the years 1966 -1970 Ralph was mandated
by the management of his company, West Indian National Insurance Company
Limited (Winsure), the sponsors of the Carnival “Bomb”™ Competition in south
Trinidad to manage and coordinate the competition on their behalf. This event
which proved to be a huge success was hotly contested by all south steelbands and
usually commenced at five o’clock on J'ouvert morning. His role included
determining the route of the bands, the recruitment of suitable judges (judges with

25



musical background etc), and the procurement and distribution of prizes in
addition to the challenge trophy sponsored by the company.

In Photo(l-r): South Jaycees Queen - Nicole d’Abadie, Lloyd Cartar - company
official, Ralph D. Khan — Winsure's Coordinator of the South Steelbands Bomb
Competition and Milton Austin, Bandleader of the winning steelband Fonclaire -
receiving the Winsure Bomb Trophy - 1969 Phete: Courtesy The Trinidad Express
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decision regarding his possible re-entry into the industry and which company he
should seek to represent. Having thoroughly examined those plans and
programmes he then opted to join Maritime Life (Caribbean) Limited in December
1973.

Two years later, in 1975, Ralph was appointed Unit Supervisor, then Unit
Manager with the South Branch of Maritime Life. His job now became more
demanding since he had to train agents often accompanying them on field visits to
prospective clients, while at the same time, doing his own personal sales as well
for which in 1976 Ralph qualified as Maritime’s Agent of the Year. But on the
23" September 1980, Ralph established and operated his own insurance business
under the name - Ralico Insurance Services Limited - and in 1981, he moved out
on his own as an independent contractor continuing to transact business on behalf
of Maritime Life from an office located in Minimax Building on San Fernando
Street, in San Fermando.

He remained there until 1985 when he transferred his operations to a more
spacious and strategic location at the Textel Building on St. James Street in San
Fernando, where he operated until 1991. Thereafter, he transferred his company’s
operations to 24 Rushworth Street, San Fernando, his present business location
and home address where it stands at this time. Ralico Insurance Services continues
to be agents for the Maritime Financial Group. By December 2005, Ralph had
served the Maritime Financial Group for thirty two (32) consecutive years and had
been awarded in different ways on numerous occasions for his long outstanding,
loyal and dedicated service to the company as evidenced by the relevant
certificates of appreciation and other paraphernalia strategically placed in his
office.
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Ralph D. Khan Managing Director Ralico Insurance Services
Limited relaxing at his Agency at Minimax Building, San
Fernando, amidst his several Awards and the Trinidad and Tobago
Coat of Arms (1983). Photo: The Khan Family Album




Ralph D. Khan, Managing Director of Ralico Insurance Services
Limited (Agents for Maritime Life (Caribbean) Limited) delivers Maritime Life
Death Claim Cheque to Beneficiary (1984) Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Ralph D. Khan Managing Director-Ralico Insurance Services Limited
(Agents for Maritime Life (Caribbean) Limited, lounges at his Insurance
Agency at Minimax Building in San Fernando (1984)

Photo: The Khan Family Album
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During his tenure with Maritime Life (now The Maritime Financial Group), Ralph
not only qualified but also excelled in various aspects of insurance as is reflected
by the numerous awards and certificates which adorn his office walls. Included
among these are:

4.

5.

6.
7. Maritime - Membership in THE TOP TEN CLUB - several consecutive

8.

9.

1. Maritime - Executive Member of Leader’s Club - several successive years
.
3. Award for Tax Aspects of Life Insurance - 1980 awarded by the National

Member - Life Underwriters Training Council of Canada

Insurance Academy of Trinidad and Tobago

National Sales Achievement Award — 1980 and several consecutive years
- awarded by the Life Underwriters Association of Trinidad and
Tobago

Diamond Seal Award - 1981 and several consecutive years - awarded by
the Life Underwriters Association of Trinidad and Tobago

Maritime Award Director of Leaders Club - several consecutive years

years
Membership - Life Underwriters Association of Trinidad and Tobago
International Quality Award — Ten Consecutive Years

10. Member Million Dollar Round Table (achieved at a time when a mere

3% of insurance personnel worldwide met the criteria for this award.)

11.Certificate for Completing Course in 15™ School in Sales Management -

1977- awarded by the Life Insurance Marketing and Research Association
of Hartford, Connecticut, United States of America

12. Maritime - Agent of the Year 1976 — and even more recently Top Producer

General Insurance

13. Maritime Financial Group’s Millenium Gold Club Member, 2002 -

2005

14. Maritime Financial Group’s Top Achievers Club - 2006
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Insurance man wins
\international award for

7 consecutive years

By JOHN ALLEYNE

MR. RALPH D. KHAN, founder and Managing Director ot
Ralico Insurance Services Limited, Insurance Consultants. 106
and 108 Minimax Building, San Fernando Street, San Fernando.
has received his seventh conseculive Insurance International
Quality Award.

The award, granted jointly by the
most advanced life insurance in-
stitutions of North America and
Canada, was presented recently by
Mr. Ivan A. Perot, senior company
director, and was won on perform-
ance in 1983 in recognition of “gquali-
ty life underwriting service to the
public.”

It was stated that in order to
qualify for such an award, a recl-

ient, apart from evincing an excel-
ent record maintaining and extend-
ing the benefits of life insurance and
the sale of a substantial amount of
life insurance, must demonstrate
consistent and quality client ser-

vice, high ethical standards and MR. RALPH D. KHAN

industry involvement all aimed at quality service.

professionalism. _ , d’ inauguration. He has earned the dis-
Through Maritime Life (Cari

; 1 a tinction of qualifyin%fur seven con-
bean) Limited of which Ralico Insur- | secutive years for the Quality Ser-
ance Agents are agents, Mr. Khan | vice Award, and the National Sales
also qualified fpr_memhershlp in the | Achievement Award. He gained the
restigious Million Dollar Round | Diamond Seal Award in 1981, and has
able Conference to be held in San | qualified repeatedly for the
Francisco, US. Maritime Life Millionaires’ Club
He gualified for this international | Award since 1976.
award through membership in the | _An old bo of Nn&::ima College
Life Underwriters Association of | San Fernanco, Mr. Khan has served
Canada. He is also a member of the both the petroleum industry and
Caribbean Association of Life | the business sector for many years.
Underwriters and has been a mem- He is an active sporisman and an
ber of the Trinidad and Tobago Life | official of the Trinidad and Tobago
Underwriters Association since its All Fours League.
—
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Photo of Ralph D. Khan typically attired in business suit during his continuing
tenure with Maritime Life (Caribbean) Limited at the Textel Building, St.
James Street, San Fernando (1985) Photo: Courtesy Chung's Photo Studio




Haji Ralph D. Khan (Left Standing) together with other members of The
Maritime Financial Group’s Million Dollar Round Table and Millennium
2000 Gold Club Qualifiers (2003) Photo: Courtesy Maritime Financial

Group Annual Report 2003
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Haji Ralph D. Khan (3rd. Rt.) together with other members of The Maritime
Financial Group's Millennium 2000 Gold Club Qualifiers (2004).
Photo: Courtesv Maritime Financial Group Annual Report 2004
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Relating to his long tenure in the insurance industry the following question was
put to Ralph. How is it that you have endured having spent more than forty (40)
years, or, probably the better part of your life so engrossed in the life insurance
industry when the vast majority of sales personnel/agents who enter this field get
out even faster than they got in?

Following was his reply: “Through my involvement in the field of life insurance, I
soon discovered that when an insured person leaves this material world, the only
person in a favourable position to provide a much needed income for his/her
dependent/s, beneficiary or surviving relatives is his or her insurance
representative. This, even more so, at a time when every other institution, for
example, the funeral home, the public utility services, the banks or mortgagee, the
motor or fire insurance company and several others, they all continue unabatedly
to forward bills in the name of the deceased, even long after his/her demise.
Therefore, it was with great pride and a wonderful sense of innermost satisfaction
that I discovered being among a very small select group of people able to fulfill
their financial needs. And this, particularly at a time when it was most needed. In
this context therefore, I was able to provide a vital humanitarian service to my
people, something which I thoroughly enjoyed doing and continue so to do to this
day+l'l
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CHAPTER III

Socio/Religious Work

From his childhood days at Diamond Village, on the outskirts of San Fernando,
social work and social service have played a formidable role in Ralph Khan’s life.
It is instructive to note that whilst many individuals practise charity and
community service for selfish and mercenary ends, Ralph quickly understood and
appreciated the fact that service to man is ultimately service to God. In fact, his
career in social work amply illustrates that true service; that is, his ability to give
lovingly of his time, knowledge and resources without expecting to be rewarded or
recognised kept him focused and, fuelled his passion for life, thereby giving
testament to his philosophy that “evil only prospers when good men do
nothing.”

Ralph Khan's father, Baraichee, had been deeply involved in community affairs.
Like a well oiled engine, his home, which was often the centre of activity in the
village, churned out many productive and self-fulfilled individuals. Ralph served
as Secretary of the Diamond Village Welfare Council (1955-1965). In this
capacity, he overseered harvests and other activities which saw a tremendous
community input from the villagers; raised funds, and invited various lecturers to
share their knowledge and perspectives on agricultural issues and others as well.
In this way, he helped to cement the relationship amongst villagers in the
community by fostering a wonderful bond of camaraderie and cooperation
amongst them. Personnel from several government institutions were invited and
often visited to lecture to the people engendering a greater sense of productivity, a
culture of thrift, and fellowship sorely needed in this typical rural community.

Unlike nowadays, meetings were always well attended, and there was a great
community spirit. In fact, through the Village Council, Ralph was able to generate
a spirit of production, togetherness and harmony, since racial bias then was at a
minimum. Even where racial disparity existed, there was no overt manifestation of
this since villagers understood that their economic and social realities were the
same and, those shared needs, transcended the issue of race. For this reason,
people participated collectively and of their own volition, and the village produced
many outstanding professionals including doctors, magistrates, lawyers,
parliamentarians, successful businessmen, teachers and public servants.

After a temporary lull, Ralph’s involvement in social work was revived in 1977
when he was elected President of the Grant Memorial Presbyterian School’s
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Haji Ralph D. Khan (centre) Public Relations Officer of the ASJA welcoming Haji
Faisal Rahman (left) and ASJA’S President General Dr. Mansoor Ibrahim to the

lighting ceremony of the crescent moon (ushering the month of Ramadan) at the San
Fernando Hill (in the background- 1994). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Haji Ralph D. Khan Secretary/Director of the Haji Ruknuddeen
Institute of Islamic Studies addressing the audience at the Institute’s
Graduation Ceremony, Gulf City Auditorium, La Romain, July
2003 Photo: The Khan Family Album
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On one of his visits to Trinidad, the professor met with and presented to the Prime
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Basdeo Panday, and the Minister of Education,
Adesh Nanan respectively, a comprehensive document on “FAITH BASED
EDUCATION? with the hope and aspiration of having the same introduced in all
schools throughout the country. This approach he explained had the potential of
bringing about a faith-based system of education in an effort to enhance the
spiritual and moral values of students in the country. Among other activities
locally, he also delivered several public lectures including the enlightening topic
“Islam in a Western Society” held at the Rudranath Capildeo Learning Resource
Centre, Couva, coordinated by Haji Ralph Khan, which drew a packed auditorium.
(See Appendix 1 for a brief summary of his lecture on Faith-based education).

Prof. Syed Ali Ashraf (Professor - Cambridge University, U.K.) (centre) on
one of his regular visits to Trinidad in conversation with Haji Abdul Sattar-
President General of the ASJA (left) and H. E. Al Hajj Udu, Nigerian High
Commissioner to Trinidad and Tobago at the official opening of the renovated
mosque Southern Main Road, La Romain (1995). Photo: Haji Ralph D. Khan
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One of the major issues of contention for Ralph has been the irrational behaviour
of the association’s administrators vis-a-vis its spiritual leaders. He believes that
the current President General of the organisation has continued to usurp the role
and functions of the association’s spiritual leader and advisor. Within recent years,
more so, the administrative body has deliberately ignored the religious advice and
guidance of its then spiritual leader - Maulana Siddiq Ahmad Nasir, an
internationally acclaimed Islamic scholar, the prime objective of which has been
the unrelenting quest for absolute power and total control of the organisation.
Historically however, over the years, this organisation invariably consisted of both
a spiritual arm and an administrative arm with the religious or spiritual arm
providing sound and authentic advice and guidance to the administration on
important Islamic affairs for their implementation. However, this important
process has been completely ignored by the current administration which now
imposes and dictates the religious philosophy of the association instead.

Quite regrettably therefore, this development has undoubtedly created great
divisiveness and unease within the Muslim population resulting in several of the
larger Jamaats (congregations) silently withdrawing their support from the
AS.JA.

In this context therefore, it is instructive to note that no other Denominational
Board in Trinidad and Tobago; be it the administrative arm of the Catholics; the
Presbyterians; Anglicans or otherwise; has the temerity to implement decisions
and policies of their organisation without proper dialogue, consultation, and
approval from their religious or spiritual head/s. For instance, before a project of
any sort can be implemented, the guidance, advice, and the ruling must be
obtained from the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, the Bishop or the
Archbishop accordingly. The administrators of the A.S.J.A. therefore, are
currently making decisions with little or no regard for the spiritual and legal
opinion and views of their spiritual/religious leaders and scholars. This, according
to Ralph Khan *is a crass contradiction of the teachings, principles, practices and
tenets of Islam, one of the basic fundamentals of which is Shura (consultation)”.
Apparently, it seems as though the administrators have lost sight of the fact that
the ASJA is a state-registered religious organisation.”

54



wn gy Apuun.y upyy a3y opoyd (£007) We[s] 0] uonngqLIuod Fupusino
SI 10] SOIPMS JIWE[S] JO AMUSU] udppmyy ey ay jo Jopari/Aepaas uegy ‘g ydiey
ifey 01 preme ue Sunuasaid mseN pewyy bippiS BURMEN JB[OYDS JIWR|S] pue 19pEaT [emundsg

i

55



Ralph’s social and cultural work would be enhanced later on between 1992-1994
when he served as an Executive Member of the National Council for Indian
Culture (N.C.I.C.). In this capacity he attended monthly meetings and engaged in
decision making regarding the Indian dignitaries to be invited to our shores and
implementing plans and programmes. This provided a window of opportunity for
him to meet face to face and hold discussions with the then President of the
Republic of India, His Excellency Shankar Dayal Sharma on the occasion of the
celebration of the one hundred and fiftieth (150™) anniversary of Indian Arrival in
Trinidad at the Divali Nagar in Chaguanas.

As Public Relations Officer (PRO) of the A.S.J.A between 1992-1998 and, in his
capacity as a member of the San Fernando A.S.J.A Mosque Board as well, Ralph
was able to interact with several government officials. Consequently, whenever
arrangements were made for scholarly visits to these shores, Ralph would then
liaise with key personnel of the Immigration Department and the Airports
Authority of Trinidad and Tobago respectively enabling the smooth facilitation
and implementation of plans to host these internationally renowned religious and
spiritual guests and artistes. Ralph claims that this is a task which indeed he really
enjoys doing, a role which he continues to perform to this day, having recently
done so on behalf of the Haji Ruknuddeen Institute of Islamic Studies, as well as
the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah Institute of which the internationally acclaimed
scholar Maulana Siddiqg Ahmad Nasir is the head and spiritual leader.

Due to his alignment with various groups and organizations, and his prowess as a
social worker, Ralph Khan was ultimately lured into the political arena. Between
1990-1991 when the National Alliance for Reconstruction (N.A.R.) was in power,
Ralph was appointed a member of the Senate of Trinidad and Tobago and served
as a UN.C. Senator during that time. His stint in politics proved to be a great
learning and rewarding experience having afforded him the opportunity to serve
the society at the highest forum in the land, the Senate. At the time, the United
National Congress formed part of the opposition led by the Hon. Basdeo Panday.
Ralph claims that his experience in politics taught him above everything else a
great lesson in how politics and politicians can ruefully divide a community.
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discrimination he claims, has without doubt contributed to the continuing

entrenchment of an unfortunate dependency syndrome in today’s society.
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Yet, undoubtedly, Ralph Khan’s contribution to social work reached its pinnacle
in his capacity as a Justice of the Peace between 1993-1998 then 2000 and
continuing as none of his previous experiences could compare with the tribulations
or the triumphs he endured during this critical period of his life. As a Justice of
the Peace (J.P.) he found his role a most fulfilling one because he was placed in a
position where he could seek redress for some of the glaring inequities in the local
Judicial System. He remembers quite vividly how after granting bail to a
youngster with an unblemished record (on a minor crime) that young man was
unceremoniously and illegally hoisted back into the jail cell by an abuse of the
police who regarded the bail fixed as inadequate despite his having pointed out
and explaining to them the relevant criteria for bail as provided in the constitution
of Trinidad and Tobago and outlined in the Bail Act No. 18 of 1994 as well. Soon
after, this young man filed a successful constitutional motion in the High Court
proving that his constitutional rights as well as his rights to liberty and life were
infringed. The State, in the circumstances, had no alternative but to give in and
compensate the youngster for the misdeed of their servant/s, in this case, the
police, who, not strangely, felt that they were judge, jury and executioner at the
same time. What an obtuse abuse of power indeed and a colossal waste of
taxpayers’ money! The shocking realization here is that none of those persons
responsible for this travesty has been called upon to give account or held
responsible for such high-handed and irrational conduct in the performance of
their duties.

In this context, Ralph is best remembered for his struggle to ameliorate the
existing Bail system which he views as corrupt. According to him, the police
usually arrested a significant number of suspects or accused persons late on a
Friday evening so that they could be kept imprisoned over the weekend. In such
circumstances, but more often than not, the generally poor relatives of those
persons held in custody would then go to any length in finding members of their
family who owned property (house and land especially) to stand bail for their
relatives or friends who were incarcerated. These people were then very
systematically fleeced in that they were forced to pay exorbitant sums of money to
what was termed “professional bailors™ as well as to certain unscrupulous, venal
members of the police service who manned the various stations at the time, and
also to certain corrupt “professional Justices of the Peace” as well. This untenable
situation is perpetuated to the present day he claims and, in certain cases, is even
covertly perpetrated with impunity in certain magisterial districts in collusion with
the “police™.
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the one to take my life. Therefore, if I have to lose my life for doing something
by which the entire nation stands to benefit, then so be it” since it was his firm
conviction that God is the one and only giver of life and that He is the one who
can and would take it away whenever He wills.

Haji Ralph D. Khan, President of the Justices of the Peace Association of Trinidad and Tobago in the company of

(L-R) Prof. Ramesh Deosaran, Min, Ganga Singh and Attorney General Ramesh L. Maharaj at the JP's Installation

Ceremony, Petrotrin Staff Club, Pointe a Pierre (1997). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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any time of the day or night. In instances where there were several suspects in a
particular murder setting, witnessing of these statements often ran into several
hours even into wee hours of the moming at times. Incidentally, when such
matters come up for hearing in the Magistrates” Court or even at the High Court, it
is significant to note that Justices of the Peace must be present to testify, in order
to substantiate their statements. Justices of the Peace therefore, play a pivotal role
in the local judicial system and are generally regarded as one of the very few
neutral parties involved in these judicial processes; the prime objective of which is
to effectively ensure the protection of the fundamental rights and welfare of our
citizens.

As a Muslim, in testimony to his belief in dispensing justice, Ralph quotes the
following verse of the Holy Qur’an:

“0 ye who believe! Stand out firmly for Justice, as witnesses to God, even as
against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against)
rich or poor: For God can best protect both. Follow not the lust (of your
hearts), lest ye swerve, and if ye Distort (Justice) or decline to do Justice,
verily God is well acquainted with all that ye do”. (Holy Qur’an CH: 4:
VS:135).

At the time, The Justices of the Peace Association of Trinidad and Tobago was not
recognised by the State, and one of Ralph’s significant recommendations in his
memorandum to the Attorney General was that all Justices of the Peace should be
compensated for their services. As a direct result of this recommendation, Justices
of the Peace for some time now have been enjoying a monthly stipend of three
hundred dollars ($300.00) which he fervently hopes would be reviewed during his
current and second term of office as President of the Association.

Ralph Khan, in the circumstances, has therefore done all this work voluntarily as a
service to the community and the nation. Following the dictates of his conscience
has always been of utmost priority to him. And so, even with his arrest, in the
midst of adversity and trauma, Ralph learnt the depths of his moral/religious
courage and how far it could take him. This attribute in itself he recognised is
crucial to the development of character.

It is instructive to note that on the 3. April 2005 Ralph was unanimously re-
elected President of the Justices of the Peace Association of Trinidad and Tobago,
after attending just two general meetings in the capacity of an observer, a
remarkable testament of the confidence and trust reposed in him by the members
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of the Association regarding his ability and efficiency, his honesty, integrity and

commitment to their cause.
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As an endorsement of his continuing socio-religious endeavours, Haji Ralph Khan
was recently appointed to serve on a panel of seven (7) international judges to
adjudicate the fourth (4") Annual International Qaseeda (Islamic Songs)
competition held in Guyana on Sunday 21%. August, 2005 at the Headquarters of
the Central Islamic Organisation of Guyana in the capital city Georgetown. It is
interesting to note that this event attracted well over three thousand guests.
Countries participating in this competition were Guyana, Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago, the United States of America and Canada including a single entrant from
the United Kingdom. For Trinidadians, it is particularly significant to note that
both the challenge trophy and the coveted first (1st) prize for the Senior Male
Singers Category were both won by Trinidad. And even as recently as April of 2006,
Ralph Khan was once more appointed as an International Judge of this annual
competition which took place in Surinam.

Quite interestingly, the Trinidad and Tobago contingent was led by the spiritual
head and principal of the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah Institute (of Trinidad and
Tobago), a Guyanese national domiciled in Trinidad. As guests of the Central
Islamic Organisation of Guyana, it is noteworthy that their hospitality was indeed
overwhelming, and through their generosity, “we were able via speedboats to
traverse all the major rivers of Guyana including the Essequibo, Corentyne and
Demerara” etc. It was here that the members of the group learnt with great awe
and astonishment that the Essequibo river is approximately twenty-twenty five
and a half (25 ') miles wide, so much so, that it resembles the ocean. Ralph’s
compatriots claim that these trips across those gigantic rivers made them feel as
though they were traveling on one of the great oceans of the world which
prompted the following question. Compared to the rivers we have in Trinidad and
Tobago, can the average Trinidadian ever really visualize or imagine seeing a river
of such magnitude?

Social work therefore, provided and continues to provide the obstacles and
challenges which have all helped to mould the character of the man, Ralph Khan.
He is fully committed and thoroughly enjoys this kind of activity because it has
forced him to become more focused and dedicated to a principle greater than
himself. Social work has taught him to move beyond pain, fear, scepticism and
personal distress. It has blessed him with grace and insight so that he can truly
embrace the spiritual discipleship of a Haji.
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Haji Ralph Khan (left) Nazimoon Mohammed, Bibi Shaddick - Minister of Human
Resources (Republic of Guyana 3™, from left) Trinidadian Siddiq Ali (winner Challenge
and 1%, Prize trophies) Maulana Ali Mustafa and Group Leader Maulana Siddiq Ahmad
Nasir at the 4". International Qaseeda Competition, Guyana, in honour of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) 21%. August, 2005. Photo: Courtesy Aleemudeen Mohammed
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L-R. Trophy Winner, Trinidadian Siddiq Ali holding the Challenge Trophy
together with Maulana Siddiq Ahmad Nasir (Group Leader) and Haji Ralph
Khan holding the Trophy for Senior Male Category Singer. Photo taken at a
Special Function held at the Headquarters of the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah
Institute in San Fernando. Photo: Aleemudeen Mohammed.
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As an example of his entrenched commitment to Social work Haji Ralph Khan
single handedly coordinated the following event reflected in the flyer that follows.

The University of the West Indies
and
The National Council for Indian Culture

invites the public to a

LECTURE/DEMONSTRATION
TOPIC

HEART DISEASES & DIABETES
AMONG EAST INDIANS

PRESENTERS
[1] Dr. Feroze Omardeen - Cardiology Dept.,
Mt. Hope Medical Sciences Complex

[2] Dr. Vivian S. Rambihar - Specialist in Cardiac Diseases
and Internal Medicine, Toronto, Canada

VENUE: Naparima Bowl

DATE: Monday 14th August, 1995
TIME: 7:00 pm

For further information call Mr. Ralph D. Khan
Co-ordinator at 657-5088, 652-2340

N.B. ALL ADMISSION FREE

Printed Courtesy Carol's Enterprises Ltd
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CHAPTER 1V

RALPH — The Family Man

It is said that at every stage of a man’s life he makes decisions based on the level
of consciousness he has attained. Such has been the case with Ralph Khan. Having
grown up in a large family with much familial support, caring, love and
compassion for one another, family life remains of paramount importance to
Ralph. The realities of life however, have not always allowed him the opportunity
to fulfill his ideals; so that while it may not have been possible for Ralph to spend
the length of time he would have desired with his family because of his vocational
and social commitments, he nevertheless remains devoted to them. He loves his
wife Jennifer and dotes on his children Imran and Nadeira of whom he is
extremely proud. They all share an excellent relationship together.

Like many handsome men in their youth, Ralph enjoyed an inordinate share of
female admirers but never seemed attracted to the notion of marriage. He himself
admits that he never genuinely wanted to commit to marriage at that time because
he had witnessed many broken marriages, many of which occurred when his
colleagues formed liaisons with women particularly from wealthy backgrounds.
Additionally, having grown up in a very large family, he shared a very close
relationship with his parents and siblings, and therefore, did not feel the
compulsion to commit to anyone.

When he eventually resolved to settle down at age thirty-nine, it was with the
winsome, and demure Jennifer Mohammed of Williamsville, who was only
twenty-two at the time and who came from a humble and respectable family
background. Where Jennifer was concerned Ralph claims that it was a case of
love at first sight. Driving casually down Mucurapo Street, San Fernando, one day,
he glimpsed her coming from the central market and immediately fell in love with
her, convinced that she was the “right mate™ for him. Thereafter, they both found
excuses to meet one another, sometimes at the “Winsure” office where Ralph
worked as Sales Supervisor at the time.

Ralph recalls nostalgically that Jenny’s parents at the time viewed his relationship
with their daughter with much consternation and foreboding, based on the
perceptions of other people and the prevailing view at the time that insurance
salesmen were dishonest, evasive and untrustworthy. Winning his in-laws trust
and confidence would take some time but Ralph persevered and his vindication
unfolded in a rather peculiar manner.
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Ralph and his beautiful wife Jennifer, both in their original wedding
outfits on their wedding day 3™. August, 1968.
Photo: Courtesy Wong's Phote Studio
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In fact, he recalls an incident when he was asked to deliver an Islamic message at
his in-laws home during a prayer session. Surprisingly, at the end of it all, he
personally overheard his mother-in-law singing his praises exclaiming to her
children: “I wish all my children could be like my son-in-law, Ralph.”

At the time of his marriage, one older brother Vernon was married as well as
Evans, a younger brother, so Ralph was the third son in the family to tie the knot.
According to him he was given a typical Muslim marriage. However, on the night
prior to his marriage a very unfortunate and unnerving incident occurred. His
apartment at Padmore Street, San Fernando, was broken into and thoroughly
ransacked. Ironically, but fortunately, his mahr (gift of gold jewellery) intended
for his bride-to-be managed to evade the intruder’s grasp. Ralph’s family was
quite happy about his marriage and, his mother especially, who for years had been
insisting that it was more than time for him to get married - as was typical amongst
families of East Indian descent during that era - was particularly pleased with
Jennifer. Ralph claims that their age difference was irrelevant to him and that he
was not at all nervous about the marriage. Significantly, the actual wedding
ceremony took place on his birthday, August 3™ 1968 at the bride’s home in
Williamsville (as was customary) while the reception was held in his home
district, Diamond Village, at the residence of his eldest sister on Papourie Road,
Diamond Village, in close proximity to the Diamond Village Presbyterian Church.

Up to the present time, “Jenny” as she is affectionately called, has been a bastion
of support for Ralph. Since 1967 she was permanently employed as a Clerk Typist
at the Ste. Madeleine Sugar Company and some time later as a departmental
secretary at Caroni (1975) Limited) but had to quit the job in 2003 when the
company shut down its operations. While juggling her roles as working mother,
wife and companion to the busy Ralph, she remained unflinching in her love and
dedication to her family which was and remains central to her existence. Ralph
himself describes his wife as sweet, devoted and extremely hardworking; the
epitome of motherhood, a dedicated woman who has always put her children’s
welfare first and foremost.

79



Jennifer Khan, the charming and beautiful wife of

Haji Ralph Khan relaxing at home on Rushworth
Street, San Fernando in the year 2000. A picture of

pure serenity. Photo: Haji Ralph D. Khan
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Haji Ralph Khan in private conversation with his wife Jennifer on the day of
their beloved daughter’s wedding reception 27" June, 2003 at the Gulf City
Auditorium, Gulf City Shopping Complex, La Romain.

Photo: The Khan family Album
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Haji Ralph Khan (centre) wife Jennifer (left) and one of Ralph’s younger sisters
Margaret at right photographed during their annual vacation in New York, U.S. A.
(2000). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Hajin Jennifer Khan wife of Haji Ralph D. Khan in typical Islamic
attire photographed offering a prayer in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, during the Hajj (Pilgrimage) January 2006

Photo: The Khan Family Album
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study law, taking his father’s advice to become an independent self-employed
professional which he has indeed succeeded in accomplishing and also relishes.

Ralph and his son Imran and grand niece Asherly having an elephant ride at the Canadian Safari while

on vacation in Canada (1984). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Ralph’s son Imran at the tender age of 6, in his favorite “Hulk” tee-shirt
at the time. The hallmark of innocence. Photo: Courtesy Candid Camera
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Imran Shazaban Khan attended Naparima Boys’ College where he completed both
his “O” and “A” levels in a record time of six (6) years, graduating with
distinction. At the age of seventeen (17) he had already enrolled at the University
of the West Indies, St. Augustine, to do first year law, after which he proceeded to
Cave Hill Campus, Barbados, for two (2) years where he graduated with the
LL.B.(Hons.) Degree. After attaining his Law Degree, he then returned to the
Hugh Wooding Law School at St. Augustine for another two (2) years where he
obtained his Legal Certificate of Education qualification. At age twenty two (22),
Imran was the youngest individual to qualify as an Attorney-at-Law in the legal
history of the Caribbean (through the local and regional university system) and
was licensed to practise in the courts of Trinidad and Tobago. It is interesting to
note that Imran did his three (3) months in-service training with the distinguished
criminal defense attorney, Israel Khan, now Senior Counsel, and despite having
gained several distinctions in criminal law over the years he opted to enter into the
realm of Civil Law instead due to his religious background.

Throughout his college and university careers, Imran participated in drama and
public speaking, for both of which he seems to have a special aptitude and which
won him numerous accolades at school. During his legal studies he earned several
distinctions in criminal law amongst others. Initially, he worked with the law firm
Dalton’s in San Fernando for a period of thirteen (13) months, then served with
the law firm Girwar and Deonarine (also in San Fernando) for over five (5) years.
Currently, he is a successful attorney in private practice at Freedom House
Chambers on Harris Street in San Fernando from where prominent Attorney
Anand Ramlogan and Associates operate. Over the years, in addition to his
professional duties, he has continued working as a part time host of an Indian
radio programme entitled MEHFIL aired on 90.5 FM Radio every weekend.
Incidentally, he is also host to a television programme on IBN (Islamic
Broadcasting Network) Channel 8 on Sundays entitled “Who’s Who in the
Muslim Community.” During the writing of this biography he was forced to
relinquish his prolonged stint as a bachelor when he married the lovely Hafsa
Khan. nee Rahman, on the 7. August, 2005.
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Imran Khan youngest graduate of Hugh Wooding Law School
and son of Haji Ralph and Mrs. Jennifer Khan in his University
(UWI) Graduation outfit (1996) Photo: Courtesy Candid Camera
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Originally from Woodbrook, Port of Spain, Hafsa (Imran’s wife) recalls being
singled out by the public from the tender age of fourteen (14) for the oriental
manner in which she and her sisters would fashion their hijabs (Islamic headwear).
She has a B.Sc. and an M. Phil in Physics, and has worked at the Ministry of Legal
Affairs in the Intellectual Property Department for the past five (5) years after
having taught at the Department of Physics, University of the West Indies for one
(1) year prior to this. She enjoys participating in Islamic cultural activities, has a
passion for baking, is very family oriented and enjoys light sports including
badminton. She is an original thinker and enjoys any creative activity, loves
reading and writing and is a good orator. More significantly though, like many
contemporary Indian women, she is a Bollywood fanatic who takes a keen interest
in the developments in Bollywood, since subconsciously, this forges a cultural link
between Trinidad-Indian culture and Indian culture as practised in India.
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Imran Khan, Attorney-at-Law, son of Haji Ralph Khan and
Mrs. Jennifer Khan with his charming bride Hafsa, on their
wedding day 7" August, 2005 at the Gulf City Auditorium,
Gulf View, La Romain. Photo: Courtesy Haseeb Majid

98



umg|y “_—.__qmutﬂkq Wy 24§ Jopof

‘g0z 15n8ny (me] w 1ySnep) ueyy esjeH pue (U0S) UBYY UBIN] MO0 1UOL] PIIRAS "UBYY Jajluuaf
"SI pue ey ydiey ey ‘e ul uos) 1y peawysy ( 1aydnep) eiapenN W3y 01 §a] :010yd A,
L ._..1H .-.L...*i. P

N

wm b4
...,hw.ﬂ

99



Haji Ralph and Jennifer Khan's son Imran and his lovely wife
Hafsa at the Central Radio 90.5FM Family Day and Cookout,
at the Centre Point Mall, Chaguanas (2005)

Photo: Courtesy Central Radio 90.5FM
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Haji Ralph Khan’s daughter Nadeira, is literally the “apple of his eye.” After
leaving Grant Memorial Presbyterian School, she attended ASJA Girls® College,
San Fernando, where she did her “O” levels. She claims to have enjoyed doing
Principles of Business and English in particular. She later successfully completed
a one year intensive course in Basic Computer Programming at St. Kevin’s
College. In addition to this, she also completed a course in journalism with The
Association of Freelance Writers in London in 1996. She contributed articles
regularly to the daily newspapers at one time; has been a freelance writer for ESSE
Magazine (a woman’s quarterly publication) and also did courses in international
travel and computing and, is legally registered and licensed by the State to market
General Insurance products.

Following is a sample of the genuine love and admiration expressed by his
children Imran and Nadeira for their father Ralph on the occasion of Father’s Day.
Although he may not have been physically present as much as they would have

liked, both children understood their father’s sacrifices for them and shared his
dreams and vision. Note that some were done by hand in their earlier years on the

father’s instruction in order to foster a spirit of creativity and industry.
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Nadeira Yasmin Khan, daughter of Haji Ralph and Mrs. Jennifer
Khan photographed at her Wedding Reception - Gulf City

Auditorium, Gulf View, La Romain, 27
Photo: Courtesy Tony Howell

June, 2003.
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As an individual with a keen interest in business, she has worked competently with
her father Ralph as his associate both in his Travel and Insurance Agencies at 24
Rushworth Street West, San Fernando, over the past sixteen (16) years. Although
her job can be tiring at times Nadeira derives tremendous fulfillment from her
work, is a workaholic like her father and takes an active role in social and Islamic
functions and charities. She is a former Executive member of the San Fernando
Young Women’s Muslim Association. In 2003, she married Ashmead Jamil Ali
and continues to assist in his multiple charitable ventures as well.

Ralph’s son-in-law, Ashmead, spent some time in England and returned to
Trinidad as a qualified Chartered Accountant. At present though, he has
distinguished himself as a general contractor supplying individuals and groups
with different kinds of equipment including backhoes, trucks, trailers, and more
particularly, he supplies building materials comprising sand and gravel to the
major contractors in Trinidad and Tobago. He does very extensive charity work by
providing both physical and financial resources; contributing building materials
and cash for the erection of churches, temples and mosques particularly. Recently,
he erected his private mosque on Cipero Road, Jordan Hill (on the outskirts of San
Fernando) which is becoming very popular for hosting open air Islamic functions
and is currently in the process of constructing an Islamic Medical Centre. He loves
Indian culture and once sponsored an Indian Music Band. He lives with his wife
Nadeira at Palmiste, South Trinidad. Ralph Khan has therefore ensured that both
his children are comfortably settled for the future, with individuals both
compatible and complementary to their own dispositions.
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Haji Ralph Khan stands proudly with his daughter Nadeira on the
occasion of her Wedding Reception at the Gulf City Auditorium,
Gulf City, La Romain, on the 27%June, 2003.

Photo: Courtesy Tony Howell
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Ralph and Jennifer’s son-in-law Ashmead Ali, shares something
of personal interest with his beautiful and adorable wife,
Nadeira Khan, at their Wedding Reception, the Gulf City
Auditorium, Gulf City, La Romain, 27" June, 2003.

Photo: Courtesy Tony Howell
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Nadeira (daughter of Haji Ralph and Mrs. Jennifer
Khan) and Ashmead Ali (son of Haji and Hajin Tahir
Ali) stand together as man and wife at their Wedding
Reception, Gulf City Auditorium, Gulf City, La
Romain, on the 27" June, 2003
Photo: Courtesy Tony Howell
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As mentioned before, Ralph has spent much time away from his family, much to
his regret. His vocational and social commitments took a heavy toll on the length
and quality of time he spent with his family. During his career in the insurance
industry for instance, he spent lengthy periods on business; visiting relatives
abroad or fulfilling commitments to various social groups and organisations with
which he was associated be it in an executive capacity, or otherwise. Following his
attendance at the Canada Life’s 1961 Convention in Canada, on account of his
remarkable success with his new company, Maritime Life (Caribbean) Limited, in
the year 1975, Ralph was offered a one-month all expenses paid vacation trip to
the United States of America sponsored by his company’s South Agency managed
by Farouj Wihby. In 1976 he qualified for and attended the Maritime Life’s
Biennial Convention at the Intercontinental Hotel, in Rose Hall, Montego Bay,
Jamaica. In the year 1982, Ralph also attended the Maritime Life’s Biennial
Convention held at the Sonesta Beach Resort and Tennis Club, in Key Biscayne,
Miami.

The majority of these international conventions lasted a maximum of a week or so
with Ralph extending some of them on vacation incorporating visits to siblings
many of whom live abroad. In 1984, Ralph also qualified for and attended the
prestigious Million Dollar Round Table Conference held at the Radio City Hall
(New York). And, it was also in the year 1984 that Ralph, in his capacity as Public
Relations Officer of the Trinidad and Tobago All Fours League {which then
comprised one hundred and two (102) clubs throughout the countryj, was
instrumental in taking along a group of thirty six (36) local players to visit the
cities of Toronto and Montreal (Canada) for an entire month participating in
competitive All Fours matches eventually emerging victorious in all games played
in these two Canadian cities.

In the year 1985 Ralph also qualified and participated in the prestigious Million
Dollar Round Table Conference held in San Francisco, United States of America.
And, as recently as 2004, Ralph once more attended the Maritime Financial
Group's Biennial Convention held at the Sunset Beach Resort and Spa in Montego
Bay, Jamaica, His next company sponsored business trip will hopefully occur in
2006 when the insurance fratemity of the Maritime Financial Group will assemble
in Cuba.

113



dnoany pprouvuiy awnuppy Asaano) :opotd "(7861) eI ‘dukedsig
A3 ‘qn[D siuua | pue posay yoeag esauog Jepndod oy 12 uonuaAuo)) [eIuualg s, Auedwos sy Suunp

paydesSojoyd juswaFeuepy pue sidgiend) JWHUR DO M (MOI J[ppIW )] ‘el) R ydpey

114



uvyy g ydpy oy ;01044 (00T TEIA Y} Ul “EPEUE)) UL UONEIBA 11D uunp spunoid

s[e ereSelp 21Ua0S )

je s1a[puey £33nq (s weyy ydey HRH Jo 3jim “ueyy Jajruuf

115



winqqy AAJuaD § upyy 2y ;0104
"000T ‘BpeRUR)) *I[1A}201g JO K1) SY) Ul SIS PUB SMIIA IIUIIS )
duidofua (yy3u) enapeN JaySnep Ajpaol 1oy pue (anuad) ueyy ydiey (yay) Jajuuag

116



wngpy A J upyy ayp 20poy4 0007 ‘Epeue)) Ul Furuonjesea afrgm 1yeso
jdwow Suiao] pue yaoead v Swidofus ueyy ydjey pueqsny 12y pue Idjruudf

117



dnoany pprouvul.y auiavpy Asapano?) :ojoyg
PR61 — SIDWNLBRY 12410 pue (1Y “, L MO0I }OEq) BZNnog ap ukAldy Jopain(] SuiSeuepy
(‘1 swonxs mor doy) Aquipy Mmoreq 1a8euely youwlg sy jo Auedwoo ur uoiiy
BQIIY ) JB UOHUIAUOD) [RIUUIIE S 1] SWNURIA 18 (‘1 woy ¢ mox . 7) ueyy ydjey

TR R

118



Haji Ralph Khan (centre, front row) with other Maritimers including the
company’s CEQO/Managing Director John H. Smith (top row 2" from
Rt.) at the Maritime Financial Group’s Biennial Convention at the Sunset
Beach Resort and Spa, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 2004.

Photo: Courtesy Maritime Financial Group
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fully clothed. To him, this was an unparalleled phenomenon which vividly lingers
on in his memory to this day. Ralph claims this to be a most fascinating exhibition
of the oneness of mankind and an unparalleled display of the equality of man
regardless of his or her social or economic status in life.

(L-R back Row) Haji Sahid Igbal Mohammed (dec), Haji Dr. Aleem Mohammed,
Haji Ralph Khan, Haji Dr. Nazir Abdool (dec.), and seated at front are Haji Latiff
Mohammed (dec.) and Imam Tayab Hosein in Ihram during the Hajj Pilgrimage,
Saudi Arabia (1988). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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According to their itinerary, participants were to visit Mecca for ten (10) days,
followed by Medina, then return to Mecca before making their journey back home.
While in Mecca, Ralph had to routinely perform prayers five times daily. These
episodes were interspersed with some shopping, then pilgrims returned to their
respective hotels. In Medina, different rites were performed and Ralph visited the
Prophet’s (u.w.b.p.) tomb. It is on the plains of “Arafat” though that the actual
Hajj (Pilgrimage) takes place. Ralph recalls with great interest having had the
unique privilege of visiting the cave at Mount Hira where the Prophet Muhammad
(u.w.b.p.) reportedly received his first revelations.

According to Professor Syed Ali Ashraf, ‘Arafaat/Arafat means: “The Valley of
recognition” and is situated twelve (12) miles from the City of Makkah, the spot
where the pilgrims stay on the 9". day of the Hajj Pilgrimage. Among others,
Ralph recalls the following rituals being performed during the Hajj:

1) Putting on the Thram

2) Circumambulating (going around) the K’abah seven (7) times

3) A brisk walk between the two hills, al-Safa and al-Marwah near the
K’abah

4) Visiting and spending three (3) days at Mina (a wish - so called
because Prophet Adam wished for Paradise in this valley), *Arafat
and Muzdalifah.

5) Throwing pebbles at three (3) places in Mina (where Satan
unsuccessfully tried to mislead Ismaal and Ibraham who drove him
away by throwing stones at him)

6) Having one’s hair cut short or shaven

7) Sacrifice of an animal; cow, goat, sheep or camel (specially selected,
i.e.without defects)

For Ralph Khan, apart from its spiritual aspect, Hajj was very significant because
it allowed him to mingle with people from across the globe. He noted also that
despite the fact that the Western media portrays the Middle East as backward and
downtrodden, and the abode of fundamentalists and terrorists, he discovered that
the region is wealthy and prosperous, bustling with activity, with all the amenities
of modern day living; huge roadways; palatial buildings and modern American
style cars and clothing. He indicated that Saudi Arabia is a tax-free state where
commodity prices are very affordable including the latest gents’ wear originating
mainly from the United States of America.
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The Holy K’abah located at the centre of the Haram Shareef (the
Sacred Mosque in Mecca) illuminated with millions of people in
circumambulation (photo taken at night).

Source: http://members. virtualtourist. com/m/6 7ebe/1b9 ] ac/



The K’abah is the first place of worship in the world, originally built by Prophet
Adam (p.b.u.h.), and later renovated by Prophet Abraham (p.b.u.h.). The Black
Stone, held as a sacred object, is built into the wall of the K’abah.

The city which is closed to non-Muslims is the spiritual capital for the 200 million
plus followers of Muhammad (peace be upon him). As many as two and a half
million (2,500,000) pilgrims, or even more, visit the city during the annual Hajj, or
pilgnmage. One of the greater distinguishing features of the pilgrimage to the
Holy Land is the diversity of peoples consisting of every single hue, race and
country on planet earth.

While in Mecca, on the top floor of the Haram Shareef (the sacred mosque)
which incorporates the K’abah (regarded as the most holy site in Islam) Ralph
and some of his companions also visited the Madrassa (pre-school). Quite
amazingly, to Ralph Khan and the others, was the revelation that at a certain point
in their lessons, the teacher would summon these very young children individually
{approximately five (5) years old} to the front of the class who were all able to
recite the Holy Qur’an from memory.

Ralph Khan also noted with great awe the low level of crime which exists in Saudi
Arabia. In a region where offenders would have their hands severed for stealing, it
was indeed remarkable for him to witness and to experience the ease with which
proprietors would advertise and trade their high quality jewellery without fear of
banditry. Saudi Arabia is a tax free republic so it was very profitable to shop there
(gold was especially cheap) and because of the prevailing law, it is rather
interesting to witness the spectacle of just one or two individuals managing their
various jewellery stores without incident.

In 1992, Ralph was again called away from his family as he was specially invited
to visit the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a special guest of the State. He considers
himself rather fortunate indeed to have been included among the relatively small
number of twenty (20) persons specially selected from different countries of the
world to perform the Umrah, (the smaller of the two pilgrimages) which involves
performing fewer rituals than the real Hajj itself. This visit took place during the
holy and blessed month of Ramad?n (fasting) in March of 1992.
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(L-R) Haji Sahid Igbal Mohammed (dec.), Haji Dr. Aleem A.Mohammed, Haji Ralph
Khan, and Maulana Shaffayat Mohammed all dressed in Islamic wear in Saudi Arabia on
completion of the Hajj pilgrimage (1988). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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Haji Ralph Khan (right) in Middle Eastern outfit meets his daughter
Madeira (left) and wife Jennifer (centre) at the Piarco International
Airport on his return to Trinidad having completed the Hajj Pilgrimage
(1988). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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He is an original thinker and relies heavily on intuition. He prefers to proceed at
his own pace and to do what he wants. He is very much his own master and
throughout his life he has fed his versatile nature by experimenting with many
things. Justice, fair play and integrity, have been the recurring concerns which
appear in many of Ralph Khan’s contributions; whether they have been delivered
orally in Parliament or through the pages of local newspapers.

Haji Ralph Khan in typical business attire about to leave
for a meeting of Agents Emeritus at the Maritime
Financial Group’s Headquarters, #29 Tenth Street,

Barataria, 2001. Photo: The Khan Family Album
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i
Senator The Hon. Haji Ralph D. Khan in conversation with the President of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago H.E. Noor Hassanali, the Min. of Education
Gloria Henry and others at the Secondary School’s Art Festival, Naparima Bowl,
San Fernando (1991). Photo: The Khan Family Album
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To fully appreciate the depth of his ideas and his offerings a synopsis initially of
his Parliamentary debates is presented hereunder.

Summary of Contribution in the Senate
Re: National Trust Bill — June, 11" 1990

Haji Ralph Khan opined that the Government’s attempt to preserve landmarks of
historical significance and national heritage should receive unanimous support, a
fully nationalistic and “universal” type of support.

He felt that the timing of the Bill was inopportune and came as an anti-climax
within a context of continuous neglect, erosion, and physical destruction of our
historical heritage especially in the post-independence era.

In his contribution Ralph confined his comments to places of interest, particularly
in the southern districts, since as a Southerner, he had witnessed the contempt and
neglect with which southerners had been treated for years.

The first historical area of our national heritage to be mentioned was the Palmiste
Estate, consisting of forty acres. For Ralph, this was significant since it
constituted a part of the rich heritage involving experiments with a history of three
generations of Scottish aristocracy, slave labour and indentured Indians for whom
the “barrack system” formed an important feature of their very existence. Ralph
suggested that this pasture could be converted into a national park, having a rich
history of sports and culture for it was there the cricket field witnessed the
emergence of world famous players like Sonny Ramadhin and Learie Constantine,
Oscar Roach, Sonny Beekhee, “Shortie,” Samaroo and many other outstanding
cricketing stars.

Government usually expropriated land (agricultural and deployed land) taking
many years, sometimes seven to ten (7-10) years to compensate the respective
owners with a sum way below the real market value. In debating the issue of land
acquisition, Ralph Khan regarded this as a perennial problem which needed to be
addressed. In spite of the paucity of funds which may have been available at that
time, he suggested that since in its budget preparations governments normally
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time was unaccounted for, not that he was imputing dishonesty on the part of
anyone.

at gl S g ol R
Photo of the famous Sagrado Tomb in Paradise Pasture, San Fernando
(many years ago) washed into the Gulf of Paria due to constant erosion.
The Roodal Cemetery now stands adjacent to its former site.

Photo: The Trinidad Guardian 24™ October 1994



Ralph’s next major concern was Farallon/Farellon Island, a small island off the
sea coast of San Fernando at King's wharf in the Gulf of Paria,. He explained that
a beautiful house was left there generations ago and he recollected that as a high
school student over forty years ago, there were private entrepreneurs who made
the island a thriving business, by taking people there for boat rides. The island
facilitated outings, excursions, and weddings and served as a famous resort, a
venture he felt could be resuscitated “because it had potential for generating local
and foreign income.

Ralph then shifted his focus to the “Moruga fete.” He noted that for twenty five
(25) years, the people of Moruga preserved the event with great pomp, pageantry
and drama. He felt that the event should be restored and an appropriate fixture be
erected to commemorate this historical landmark.

Ralph continued to highlight the importance of the establishment of a
Transportation Museum. According to him, at that time, the Public Transport
Service Corporation had built a new terminal building at King’s Wharf in San
Fernando and therefore the old Trinidad Government Railway Building with its
strong foundation could have been converted into a Transportation Museum. He
argued that if this was done it could have brought back the legend of what was
known as the Cipero Tramway. He felt that the recreation of such a system would
be a tremendous money spinner; since contemporary youth, motivated by sheer
curiosity to see a tramcar would flock to see the system because of its novelty.

The San Fernando Hill was Ralph’s next focal point. He noted that in recent years,
there had been a tremendous transformation of the Hill. He felt that the
Government should spare no effort in capitalizing on the wide variety of
indigenous orchids found on the San Fernando Hill; which had been discovered by
Professor Julian Kenny during his jaunts there in 1988 and 1989. These rare
species of orchids had been in existence for years and Ralph argued that their
upkeep and protection would not require spending large sums of money - the
crucial question he felt was in the interest of preserving our national heritage, and
who would assume the responsibility for such an undertaking.
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Photo of Farallon Island off the western coastline of the City of San Fernando
in the Gulf of Paria as it stood many years ago. Photo: Courtesy Rahaman

Printery Limited.
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work, in homes, and during sporting events, were very frequently related to
alcohol consumption. Death due to traffic accidents was/is the single largest health
hazard of the youth.

Peer pressure, advertisement on the media and, poor parenting, were all identified
as influencing a young person to drink. Ralph explained that alcohol at first
depresses the higher brain centres called the neo-cortex (new brain) found in
human beings, which controls judgment and other leamed inhibitions so the
intoxicated person may become garrulous and anti-social. With continued use,
alcohol produced disease in virtually each and every organ of the body e.g. liver,
heart, brain, pancreas, sex glands, immune systems etc. Ultimately, the drinker
was/is afflicted with social problems, physical injuries, drunkenness, financial
problems, mental problems and chronic illness.

Ralph proffered that the roots of violence are in ourselves who comprise the
society, and that the cause of violence in most cases, is alcohol. He contended that
it was unethical for the government to sell/promote addiction no matter what
excuses or rationalisations they offered. In recommending that the counteraction
of alcohol be resolutely pursued, Ralph suggested the following:

(1) That government agencies, the private sector, and voluntary organisations
make a concerted effort in campaigning against the use of alcohol.

(i)  Encourage the development of coffee and tea shops, soft drink industry as
alternatives to alcohol.

(1i1)  Increase the price of alcohol, ban the advertising of alcohol in the press,
radio, sporting events and television.

(iv)  End all tax deductions for advertisements on alcohol.

(v) Insist that leaders in every discipline act as role models to juniors by
refraining from alcohol, (doctors and pharmacists) in particular.

Having discussed the causes, nature and effects as well as recommendations to
curb alcohol addiction, Ralph then moved on to highlight other mind-bending
drugs. He quoted reputable sources initially who argued that both adults and
children could use drugs in a reasonable and responsible fashion since he wished
to show that this erroneous thinking contributed to the development of drug abuse.
Two professors of psychiatry for instance wrote in 1983 that cocaine was more
addictive than peanuts -
C. Van Dyke and R. Byck. Cocaine. Scientific American, April 1983,

Ralph argued that the consequences of drug addiction extended beyond the health
effects of substance abuse, they damaged families and society, effected changes in
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Finally he suggested that offending parents should be made accountable because it
is a God-given right and a duty for parents to take care of their children.

Su of Contribution in ate
Re: Rent Res ion BillTuesdav October 8, 1991

In making his contribution Ralph noted that he spoke neither in the capacity of a
landlord nor a tenant. In debating the Bill he felt that both tenant and landlord
merited consideration. He explained firstly that the Land Tenants (Security of
Tenure Act) was passed in 1981 and when this piece of legislation was
implemented, the attendant regulations were not published and therefore, it was
impossible for the rent assessment boards to arbitrate in matters/grievances arising
from agreements between tenants and landlords.

He claimed that it was a misconception to believe that every landlord was wealthy
and lived in luxurious circumstances and, that in fact, given the realities of life,
many were retired and invested in property to subsidize their income and meet
everyday expenses. Many of them were simply ekeing out a livelihood. With the
Rent Restriction Act in force, rentals remained static while the landlords were
forced to face increased taxes for water rates, housing and other expenses. In cases
where smaller landlords were economically dependent on that particular line of
investments, the hardships/constraints were greater.

Ralph commended previous Governments for developing housing estates for
citizens but felt that it was useless to allocate them to people in the urban areas of
the country who have not personally toiled or laboured for such achievement and
therefore, ultimately, such facilities were either neglected and “brutalized™.
Referring to the Land Tenants (Security of Tenure Act), the regulations for which
were missing, Ralph questioned the validity of enacting legislation for the nation
when guidelines had not been provided and urged the present Government to
correct this omission.

Ralph posed several questions in closing his contribution. He asked whether given
the fact that the Act which the Government sought to validate had expired and
since the Government had the prerogative to pass legislation retroactively whether
all the matters which took place during the Act’s expiration, were not contentious
matters. Due to the dynamism of times and situations, and the antiquated nature of

145












organizations deserving praise. He writes with a candour and objectivity which
some individuals may find too direct or open to tolerate/accept. Nevertheless, his
letters are always mentally stimulating, informative and intriguing.

For the benefit of the readers therefore, a selection of letters categorised as Social,
Political, JPs and Justice are highlighted as well as specimens of his personal
communication with dignitaries and diplomats, both local and foreign.
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SAN FERNANDO CITY CORPORATION

CITY RALL, HARR S PHOMENALE S4% FERNANIC
TRINICAD, W i

TEL BaQ.2583.47

Ms. M, Coudray
CITY CLERK

Sth May 1997

Mr Haji Ralpj D. Khan J.P.
Managing Director

Ralico Insurance Services Ltd
24 Rushworth Street
SAN_FERNANDO

Dear Sir,

With reference to your correspondence dated l4th Octooper
1996. please be advised that Council discussed the issue at
its Committee Meeting of 7th MNovember 1997 and issued
instructions for a thorough investigation intc the matter.
Council in its deliberations recognised your astute civie-
mindedness and through this medium wishes to commend you for
your sense of responsibility and community spiric,

We look forward to your continued commitment to the City

Yours faithfully,

Todo
éﬁl‘ﬂ' CLERK

ol
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PRIME MINISTER
§T. KITTS AND NEVIS

COVEENMENT HEADQUARTERS,
FA/E14 /002 P, 0. BOX 184,
e ST, KITTS, W L
23 October 1995

Mr Haji Ralph D Ehan = J.P. \
Justice of the Peace = commissioner of Affidavits

24 Rushworth street West

san Fernando
Trinidad

pear Sir

The Government of St Fitts and Nevis wishes to exprass sincere
thanks and appreciation for your card/letter of congratulations on
our being elected to office on 3 July, 1995.

The Government is committed to serving its people and wishes to
assure you that full dedication will be given to the social and
economic advancement of our Federation.

rhanks for your support and confidence in the Teanm.

Sincerely

Prime Mipister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs

153



PRIME MINYSTER

GREMADA

RAugust 22, 1955 BOTANICAL GARDENS
ST GEORGE'S. GRENADA

Mr. Haji Ralph D. Khan - J.P.
24 Rushworth Street
San Fernandc

Dear Mr. Khan,

Thank you for your letter of congratulation and for your good wishes
extended to me, my family and my party.

I am encouraged by your support and for the high esteem in which you
hold me.

Your appreciation of the awesome task before my government and the
empathy which you feel for me is truely heartening.

Again thank you for Yyour words of encouragement and for your
prayers.
Beat wishes.

Yours sincerely,
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PR:MEF MINISTER - FREMILER MINISTRE

hovenber 17, 1953

Dear Mr. Khan,

i would iike to thank you for the kind words of
congratulatior and encouragement you offered me in your
recent letter.

It 1s witk great pride and a deep sense of
responsibility that I assume the duties of Prime Minister.
Canada was founded upon the fundamental values of tolerance
and justice, ard you may be assured that I will always
strive to uphold these principles to the best of my ability.

T am committed to building a Canada that not only
respects its history and traditions, but also looks to the
future with renewed hope and confidence. Once again, please
accept my heartfelt thanks for your support.

Yours sincerely,

Lo

Mr. Haji Ralph D. Khan
24 Rushworth Street
San Fernando, Trinidad
WEST INDIES
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Office of the President-elect
and Vice President-elect

January 19, 1993

Haji Ralph D. Kahn

Chief Exectutive Officer
Ralico Group of Companies
#24 Rushworth Street

San Fernando

TRINIDAD

Dear Haji:

1 was so very pleased to receive your warm message of congratulations. I've been humbled
andalsa by the tremendous outpouring of support and enthusiasm from around the

The next four years will pose many critical challenges. Al Gore and 1 look forward 1o
domg:ﬂwmmhelpmaketheﬁmmbm:rﬁ:rmrym

%m

Bill Clinton

11260 Vermont Avenue, W, Washington. DC 20270-0001  202-971.26060
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Senator Haji Ralph D. Khan is greeted by Charles Gargano,
the U.S. Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago at his office,
Queen's Park West, P.O.S. 1991, Photo: The Khan Family
Album



